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FROM BGMG ,oa eOI RADIO TBCHNICAL SIRVICII 

TRANiCRIP'l' OF PUIS CONFBUNCI 

0491 579838 P.02

GIVilN H THE U.ISK rOltEIQ14 MINI5'?E!l., Mll DICJC HllING, 

AN"O THE MINISTEI. OP JUH'ICE, MRS MAIU GEOGHIGAN-QUUnf 

U1 t.ONDON 

ON WBDN38DAY, 3 PEBROUY 1993 

M) SPlUNGt

A• you are awara, we have had. a wid.a ranginq and useful m••tinq of 

the Anglo-Iri1h eonferanoe today. Tha kini1tar for Juatioe and I 

war• glad. to get d.own to bu1ine1s at a very ••rly stag• with th• 

Secretary of state an4 hi■ oolleagu11, Th• qove.rnlllant are deeply 

eomm1ttad to the implementation of the Anglo-Irish A9�•ment, 

there i1 an extensive progra111111• of work which we wi1h to ae• 

un4artakan by the conference in ordar to fulfil the Agre•ment•s 

objeotivH. 

'l'od•Y' • meeting covered. a lot of illll)ortant ;xound., w. d.i■c\lSsad. 

the pro1peot1 for 9ettin9 political talks und.ar way again. 'l'he 

secretary of Stat• and I are at on• in our doteriiunation to 1e• 

the talu re1ume at the aarlieat possi:bl.e Oiportunity. �er1 i1 

quite limply, we believe, ·no alternativ• to political t!lialoque. 
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P•opl• on both aid•• of the Iri1h sea desperately want to ••• 

progress 111ad• towara. a lastini political aettlemant. The two 

governments and the partie1 have a responsibility to tacltle this 

a1 a matter of urg•ncy. I hop• t�t all paz:t1cipant1 will l)e 

ready to •••ume th•ir responsibility. 

P.03 

We conaid•r•d the overall aituation with r•�•rd to saouity in 

Northern Ireland at our meeting. We review.cl the continuing 

threat poaed by paralllilitaries on both eides, including the 

significant increa•• in 1e0tarian attacks carried out by Loyaliat 

paral\\ilitariea. we were agreed in emphaeiaing the importance of 

ensuring that all aeetionl of the co111111uzu.ty ahow.d achiev• equal 

protection un4ar the law. loth 1id•• alao expressed their 

determination to maintain security cooperation at maximum 

effectiveness in their efforts to counter the1e activities. 

We reviewe4 recent 4•v•lopments with regard to the improvement of 

aa!egua�d• for tho,e held under emergency legialation, we al1O 

discus1e4 questions arising with regard to the use ot lethal force 

�Y the 8ec\1%ity Poro•• and the importance of aooompazu.ment of any 

I stressed the importance of ensuring 

that th• Security Force, act at all time within the law. 

I alao emphasised the importance of taokl,ing the problellll cau1ed 

by closed cross-border road,. We agreed to return to this matter 

et a further meeting. We also reviewed the level of north-south 

eoonomio and •ocial cooperation and we planned our programme o! 

work in this area over the next few monthll. 
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% attach oon,idera:bl.e importance to the benefit• whiob inoffaaed 

cooperation in both the pul)lic and private sectors will mean for 

th• two eoonolllie•, ri.o.i:th and south. 

QtJES'l'ION: 

P.04

In paragraph 2, the two iOVernment1 underlined their �lief that a 

settlement is attainable without requirini either of th• two main 

traditiona to sacrifice their interests or to pr•�u4ice their 

a1piration1. How can you say that, surely thara must be 1oma 

co111proinise? 

Ml!. SPRING: 

Obv101aly eo111proai1e is the pclitioal option at the end of the 

day, there ii a recognition of both traditions on the island and 

it 11 important that the people charged with the political 

re1ponsibility will sit down to d.iscu11 the preservation and 

indeed the dav•lopment of those identities and the political 

culture and 1 think that can be done. 

QU!S'l'ION; 

.Without aaorific•? 

MR SPRING: 

I beli•v• it can be dona \nthout sacrifice. Aa I aaid, th•r• has 

to be compromise and we have to work in a political direction to 

ach1cava that. 
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QU!STlON: 

Th• Secretary ot State hu •pent the last coupl• of weeks testing 

the moo4 of the political parties in the North which ot coune i• 

an exercise you have not been able to indulge in, wa• he able to 

brief you on hi1 meeting• with the variou• party leaders and what 

was he able to t-11 you? 

� SPRING: 

Ye1, we di•ou11ed the meetinq1 that the Secretary of State had 

with the varioua parties an4 I am hoping that we oan now take this 

a step further and perhaps that I al10 oan engage in a aerie1 ot 

bilateral meetings with the leaders of parti••• ObTiou•ly there 

have been some diffieultie• in the pa1t but I am hop•ful that I 

can have me•tings and contact with the parties in Northern 

Ireland, 

Q0!:S'l'ION: 

'rhis will be diffiow.t given that the Onioni1t parties ia 

particular have set their face against dialo;ue as lonq as there 

ii no collllldtment to change the constitution in the Republic, 

realistically what 11 tbe prospect of you meeting face to tac• 

with the Unioru.st party 1n particular? 

Ml SPRIMG1 

I would say that it 1• •�tremely important that we have the 

opportunity, •• elected politician., •• constitutional. 

politician,, to sit around the to�le to diec1111 our conoern■, If 
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there are matten which the Uni0ni1t l•adership feel cause 

difficulty for them I would be only too willini to sit down and 

listen to their ditfioulties, l think it would be much better if 

we could do that tog6ther face to face around the t&l>le. 

QUESTION: 

With respect, we all know that you are willing, the problem is 

on the other side and where ii the evidence to auggeat that that 

kind of meeting is �ore possible now than in the past? 

MR SPRING: 

There is an opportunity between now and our next inter9overnmental 

conference for me to issue the invitation to bring people to 

meetin�• and I am going to do that. 

QUESTION1 

The two Onioniet partie• have said they will not have talk.!I with 

you unleea you give a tull undertaking that .... 

Ja SPRING, 

I have aaid that all utters in relation to north-south relations 

ar• on th• table for diecussion. I think it i• extremely 

important, a1 I have just said, that if th•r• are ••rioua 

conearns, serious worries by th• Unionist leaderahip in r•lation 

to any asp•ets, Artiglas 2 and 3 or otherwise, then they ehould 

convey thoee to me in person. 
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QOH'l'ION; 

It ia rea1ona.bly clear what their eonoeJ:tJ.S are.

MR SPIUNG1 

The 1ituation •• I perceive it, we want to 9at back to talq, we 

want to start dialogue between the partia1 in Northern Ireland 

between the British and Irish governments and in that respect, a1 

I have eaid, we are prepared to look at everything, I believe 

that constitutional change will be necessary but at this point in 

ti�• we 1hould get back to the talks and have exchange ot views in 

relation to all �atters which concern the future of politics on the 

illand. 

QOES'l'ION1 

Inaudible. 

MJI. SPRING: 

The lituation in relation to the talu, w are looking for a 

political solution to very difficult probleina on the island 

and in that respect I believe we have to be prepared to loo� at 

all aspects of the problem and that ean only be done I would say 

by negotiation and �y litting round the table. 

QUE:S'l'ION: 

Jut you are not going to give the Unionist• any indication that 
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MR SPRING:

At thi• stage I am making it ve:;( clear that I want to talk to the

Unionist leaders and I thil\k it would be in both th•ir interests

and our interest, and. eve,:ybody'1 interests on the ialand, anybody

who ia concerned to bring ,ome relief to the present situation, to

look for a political aolution out of thia difticult impasse, it

would be in our interest to i•t tallcinv,

QUESTION: 

You say constitutional change would be necessary, do you mean the 

Irish constitution? 

MR SPRING: 

It may be necea1ary, the Irish conatitution, yet. 

QUESTION, 

You 1ay may be neceaaa:y. 

MR SPRING: 

David, the point is that we have to be prepared to look at all 

matter■ concerning the future of the island, that ia the point. 

QUESTION, 

so you would be prepared rather than could be prepared? 
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At this stai• % do not think we want to get bogged down in would

be or could � quite frankly, I think that would be parUc\l.hrly

unhelpful.

QUIS'l'ION: 

Inaudible. 

MIil SPRING: 

I have absolutely no precondition, in nla_tion to locaUo� for

talks, I think what is im�ortant is that dialogue 1• resumed at 

the earliest possible date. 

QTJSSTION: 

When will you be writing to the leader■?•

MR SPIUNG1 

We will 1et in train the contact,. 

QO!S'l'IONt 

But you know Ian Paisley has already turned down such an offer 

whieh I think wa■ floated in the press recently, he has said ha 

will not meet you until Article• 2 and 3 are changed? 

I have seen and read and heard Mr Pai1l•Y'·• statement■ in recent 

times, :t••• 
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QUES'l'IOJI: 

so ii there any point in rene�ing your invitation to hia in 

partioular? 

MR SllUIG1 

P.10 

Personally spealcini• I think I wow.d want to keep all the optioiu 

open, I think I am entitled to do that. 

QUES'l'ION1 

Do you nally believe you will get all the parties to the talka, 

there are looal election, also? 

Mll SFaING1 

There are diffieultie1, there are political difficulties for 

everybody concerned and I am very con1cious of the fact that there 

are local elections in Northern Ireland but on the on• hand the 

Britiah and Irish governments are determined to proceed with 

Anglo-Irish governmental conference■ to get our work agenda back 

in place and to aaxe sun the work continues on . .l110 we feel 

that dialoiUe should be resumed at the earliest po11ible date and 

that is our responsibility, that 11 our challenge, and I want to 

do anything I can to bring that dialogue about. 

QUESTION: 

Do you think it can be 4one? 
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MJI. SPRING: 

I believe it can be done, yes. 

QUES'l'ION: 

co you think that the talks when they rea\l.llle should carry on on 

th• same basis a• before or whether th•y ahould address more 

significant questions? 

MR Sl>iUNG: 

F'.11 

I believ• that aul)stantial progr•s• was mad• in the talks when 

they were in progress and t �elieve that what is important is we 

aet the agenda for the talks to re■wae. 

QUESTION: 

You seem to set great ■tore on the work of the conference, you 

aaid this morning that you wanted to establish a fr&J11ework for the 

meetini• of the Anqlo/Xriah conference, meetinis were suspended 

last year, would it be fair to say you would be unhappy to see 

that pattern repeated? 

MR. SPRING1 

For the pr•s•nt time and arising from our meeting today we have 

aet out an agenda of work for the foreseeable future and I think 

it it important that under the terms of the Anglo-Irish Agr••�ent 

that the conference meeting would resume and take place on a 

regular basis. I a� happy that will happen. 
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QUESTION: 

And deterrals ot meetings only take plaoe in extr.m• 

c1 roums tanc••? 

Ml!. iPRINQ1 

P, 12 

Deferrals ot meetin91 would have to be conaidered in the relation 

to the prospecta of political dialogue. 

QUES'1'ION1 

Can you say what ground you will be covering with Mr Hurd thia 

afttrnoon? 

M� SPlUNG1 

Obviously there are a number of matter• we will be di1oussin9 and 

I ao not want to iO into the detail but we will be di1cu11in9 

European matters, � will be di1cus1in9 Maastriot and obviously 

mainly matter, et European affairs, 

QUISTION: 

What about the intention or •uggeation by the American Pre1ident 

that ha would send a peace envoy to Northern Irelan41 do you have 

a view on that? 

MR SlP.ING: 

I am aware of the su99e1tion, I read about it in the context of 

the American election and obviously there has been an intereat in 

the United State• both in their a;111tanoe to Ireland in ter1111 of 
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the Amerlcan/Irela1ld Fimd and we are l:luioally waitin9 to see what 

developments take place in relation to that suggestion. 

QtmS'l'I ON1 

would you welcome it? 

MR SUING: 

We have &lway1 welcomed the interest 1hown by the United State• in 

ter�• ot the development of Ireland and helpini the •ituation in 

Northern Ireland. I think at thi• 1tage it is one ot waiting to 

see how the proposal i• fleshed out. 

QUESTION: 

Inaudible, 

MR SPRING: 

I do not think it it on the agenda a, yet, I think we have to wait 

for further development• on the American 1ide. 

QUESTION: 

I• the question of the Exchange Rate Mechanism on the a9enda with 

Mr Hurd? 

MR SH.ING: 

All matters relating to European affair• are on t.he agenda, yes. 

©NAI/DFA/2021/47 /17 
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QUES'l'ION: 

Did your colleague g•t any satisfaction today on th• question of 

lethal force? 

MR� GEOGMEGAN-Qtr.tNN1 

Yea I think that the coounique states v•rY clearly that th•r• is 

a recognition by both sides that there is a very high level of 

security coop•ration betw••n both sida1 and we int•nd to maintain 

that and to continue it and to improv• it if that ii neceaaary. 

QUES'l'ION1 

Jut with regar4_to th• rec•nt En!skillen Inquest jury•• verdict, 

did you get any eatiafaction there? 

MlS G!OGHEGAN•QOINN: 

We discussed that at some length at the conference, I do not think 

it would be appropriate to talk about the •�act detail of what we 

discuss•! in relation to it. 

QUH'rION1 

Can you say the extent of your concern about th• rise in Loyaliat 

taramilitary violeno•? 

MRS GEOGHIC:.AN-QUUIN: 

Yes we hav• a tre111•ndous ·concern which both . . . and I �;i:-ought to 

the attention of the S•cratary of State and Mr Matee to4ay. W• 

w•r• o�vioualy anxioua to know how th•y evaluated it and we heard 
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a report from the Chief Conetable an! from the Ga.rda Commis1ioner 

in relation to how they viewed the situation. 

Qt!EST!ON: 

.Were you reauured? 

MJt.S GEOCHEGAN•QUINN: 

Yes. 

QOES'1'ION1 

Mr sprin9, could ycu qive u1 a few more details on this proposa.l 

to maximise structural functin9 for parts of Ireland? 

MJI. SPIUNG: 

Ye• we 411cue1e4 in detail the opportunitie1 for both north and 

1outh in the context of the !uropean Co111111unity, in the context of 

structural funds, and. there are obviou.1ly projects which we can 

look at which wo\lld � mutually beneficial. It i• an obvious 

area in the economic and social areas where we can make a lot ot 

progre11 by working to9ether. 

QOES'l'ION: 

»ut it is not a joint application?

MR SPIUNG; 

No, not at this 1tage, we are working on a joint paper. 
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QUESTION: 

can you tall us anything &.bout the proposal■ that you h&ve put in 

relation to appointment• to public bod!•• in Northe:u Ireland? 

MR Sl'lUNG: 

Not at thi• stage, Frank, it was a matter which we diacuased and a 

matter which we will ba di1cussin9 on an 0n-9oin9 baaia. 

QUtS'l'ION1 

?ou mentioned •.. of extradition and of amendin9 legislation 

wh1eh ii receiving priority attention, where exactly are you with 

these amendments to Ireland•• extradition laws? 

Ma GEOGHEGAN-QUIN?il: 

As you know, Leo, that is a commitment by two p:eviou1 governments 

in Ireland ancl it 18 a c·ouitment that ii there by this 90verm1ent 

as well. Obviously there ia a lot of work that has been done by 

the officials in the bac�ground, I U1 coming to it afre1h, I will 

have to take a fre1h look at 1t and �rin9 my proJ;>01al1 in relation 

to it in good time to th• government and it will ba a matter !or 

the goverrunent to make a deei1ion at the end of the day. 

QUES'l'lON: 

It is not illllllinent? 
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It ia a .Priority. 

(END or TRANSCRIPT) 
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