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FROM EGMG FOR COI :RADIO TECHNICAL SERVICES 

TMNSClUPT OF PUSS CONP':S:RENCt 

GIVEN 8Y THB SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN IULUD, 

SIR PATRICK MAYH:S:'H 

IN t,ONDON 

ON 'WEDNESDAY, 3 FB8RUA�Y 1993 

SIR l'ATIUClC MAYHEW: 

I am not, Ladies and Gentlemen, going to say much by way of an 

introduction save to say that I think we have had a very 

successful and congenial first intergoverninental conference W1th 

Mr Dick Spring and Mrs Geoghegan-Quinn and we have discussed the 

Matters which the COIIUl\u.nique has described. I think it has been � 

comprehensive discussion, it has been one which has been 

characterised by opennees and franxness and I thinx by realism and 

I am en�ouraged by it, the future, and in particular by th• 

evidence that it gives that it really is practical and not just a

kind of whimsical hope that talks shail r••u�• and that both 

governments alieve, as they did �ack in November, that it was a 

re�istio and achievable objective that the �overnments set their 

hands to with the constitutional parties, the lll&in constitutional 

parties, back in November 1991, to set about this process of talk• 

to achieve a new set of relatioll.Ships within Northern Ireland and 

in and about Northern Ireland. 
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QU&S'l'ION: 

oo you •ense a new mood on th• I�i•h side? 

51:k PATRICK MAYH"llf: 

lll4�l :, r-:,o.,o 

I s•nse a realistic mood an� a mood of determination an� that I 

think is very welcome and very encouraging. 

QUES'l'ION: 

You say you aenae a new realism, what •�aatly has changed? 

sut PA'l'IUCK MI.YHEW: 

I have not said I sensa• a n•w r•alis�, I have said I have been 

gratefltl. to see a sense of realis� and a sense 0£ determination 

and a shared view with m• that it really is practical to get these 

talks going again and to make progress towards the achievement of 

the objective, which everybody shared baok in Novell\ller 1991. 

QUJ,1STION: 

Did you tell Mr Spring of your view that Article 2 and 3 of the 

Republic's constitution are utlhelpful and that perhaps he should 

take some action on them? 

SIR PATlUCl'C MAYHIW: 

It wa9 clear to a+l of ua that Article• 2 and 3 woltl.d be and had 

to ba among the matters to receive serious eonaidexation. There 

has been a comprehensive and a realistic review of the matters 

that are rea.lly pretty central to the talks proee••· 
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QUESTION: 

Are you any closer to resolving that particular difficulty? 

SIR PAT!UCJ.C MAYHBW: 

The Tornishter (Phon) wants to �••t the Unionist leaders and 

indeed the leaders of all the constitutional parties in Northern 

Ireland because he wants, and I can understai1d this, if I were in 

his position I think I would feel the same, a newly appointed 

Foreign Minister, he wants to hear at first hand from th•� the 

nature of their concerns in every r�spect. And I therefore very 

much hope that this is an opportunity that will not be let pass 

by. 

QUIS't'I ON: 

can you a�plify the pru:ase in paragraph 3 which says that every 

effort should be made to create condition& under which further 

talks couJ.� take place at an early sta�e, what are the kind of 

conclltions which "'Ould inspire a resumption of those talks and 

what is an early date? 

SIR PA'l'lUClt HAYKEW: 

An early date is as soon as possible, that is an easy one. The 

bit about creatin� the conditions I think really relates to the 

consultation which w• all recognise is both desirable and 

necessary - that is language ta�•n trom the declaration that 

�verybody signed up to back in the �iddle of Novelllber last year 

when the last.talks came to an end. 
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Of cou.rs• it in nec•••axy to co=�lt when you are dea1in� w;t.th 

problel!IS with such deep roots and of such sensitivity, you ar• a 

chump if you do not consult individually and separataly with those 

who are principally concerned, those who have the courage, as the 

commuru.que also says, to take part in politics in a democratic 

way. And so r think that passage relates to the lessons that are 

there ·to be learnt from the consultation proc8sa. 

QUESTION: 

Do you think that the loc•l elections in,May represent• a

sisnificant obstacle to the talks resumi�g?

SI!l PA'%'1UC:!C MATHEW: 

I think that they represent something that may be a distraction 

from complate concentration on the task of gotting talks going, 

but they will not I think be a dominating d.i$traetion and I very 

much hope ther will not because I personally beli•v• that the 

public in Northexn Ireland, right across the Collllltunity, have a 

very strong desire that tB.lks shall reawn.e and I think they would 

be deeply disappQ.inted if politician; out of an understandable 

desire to make the boat showing in the lo�•l government elections 

were to negleot the opportunities that exist for a better future 

for Northern Ireland as a whole. 
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QUESTION; 

in planning a long programme or an exten4ive prog�a=m• for 

the Anglo/Irish conference meQtinss, ar• you in fact saying there 

will not be a gap for tome time? 

SIR PATIUCJ!: MAYHEW1 

No I 4o not think that that is the intention of the parties or the 

governments at all, it is not set out in the eol!llltunique but I 

think that there is an understanding of what made a gap necessary 

between April and in the end November last year and for my own 

part I am quite confident that if it became olear that only a ga� 

in a future series of goverlllnental conferences was needed to 

permi� talks to _resume, then I believe that would not prove to be 

an obstacle. 

QU:&:S'l'I ON: 

In the context of Dick Spring'• expr••••d interest in talks with 

the �nioniats, how important do you see this, is thia now part of 

the game plan, is it so�ethinq that you think could hap�•n as a 

�atter of urgency in advance of any continuation of the existing 

process? 

SIR PAT.RICK MAYM£W: 

I have heard from MJ: Spring �hQn I went to see hi� in t>u�lin not 

very long ago, a eoupl• of weeks or so ago, that it wo• his 

intention to reach out to th• Unionists •nd to hear from them what 

they feel, what their hopes are, what their feara, amo:i•tiea and 
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all the :&:1!1•t. That being the case and since he it nevly in poat as 

a Foreign Minister, I wish to encourage my colleague• who ars 

lead.e�s of the constitutional partl.es in the north to take that 

invitation, to accept that invitation, I hop• very �uch that they 

will, I belie�e that the public hope that they will bedause the 

public see great advantage in talking and. I do not think they see 

qw.te the sallle advantage in people standing off and saying: 

' No I am not going to talk to you' . 

QtJES'rI ON: 

Oid you 4iscuas th• po•aibility of a gap in confere�c• 111eeilnga 

'l'i tb Mr spring- this morning? 

SIR PA'l'RICX MAYHEW: 

It was �nvieaged between us that a time might come when it would 

be appropriate to have a gap in the resumed aerie� of gover?U11ental 

c:onferenees. 

QUESTION; 

But we might well hav• 1 1 2, 3 �ora conferences before then? 

Sil.l PATllCX MAYHSW, 

l think I have said what I wanted to say about that, it will not

l::le an ol:lstaele I :believe if that is saen to :be what i• necessary 

to allow talx• to resume. 
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QO"ESTION: 

... when even the leader of the Alli.uloe party recently aaid that 

he believed you saw your role in the Province as akin to that of 

Mr Patt•n in Hong Xong? 

SIR PA'l'IUCX MAYHtW: 

I read that and I thought if anything was whimsical, that was. I 

had a discussion with Dr Alde:rdeiss (phon) about that, I will not 

breach the confidentiality of that occuion. 

QUESTION: 

The Prima Minister is going to the United State• later this month, 

what do you thin� al)out the suggestion that the President !!light 

SIR PA'l'Jl.ICX MAYHBW: 

I read a.bout that of course first when the Ala.erican Preaidential 

election was on and I reminded myself then, and I r.lldnd myself 

now, that a lot of things are said in the heat of election 

campaigiia which do not necessarily form part of the established 

progr&llllle of the re•Ulting govert1111ent. 

QUESTION: 

�ould you welcome one? 
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Sll\ l'A'l'JUC� MAYHBW: 

,-,_ ...

I thin�.,. will wait and se■ what President Clinton ha.II to •ay. I 

will say what I have said previously that the American government 

is exceptionally well represented in the United ltingdo� by its 

present Alllbassador, thouih of course it may vel.1 b■ that they will 

choose, as is the American custom, to appoint a new one with an 

in-eo�ing government, I have nothing to say about that at all. 

But what we really want is success in these constitutional talkll, 

that is what we want, aueee$s in this process in which all the 

constitutional parties with all their experience of the problems 

of Northern Ireland, these tal�s hold the key to a better future 

for Northern Ireland, that is what we want. We also of course want 

better jobs, better eeonolllie aueeess and it Alll�rica can help in 

that regard, and indeed they have done a great 4eal Ye�y 

iener�ucl1 with the International Fund for Ireland, we want that 

too. 

(END OP TUNSCJUP�) 
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