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o Mazeh 17, 1993
. LEXARKS BY THE FRESIDENT,
o FADME )ONISTER REYNOLDS AND AMBASSADOR JEAN KZENEDY S)XITH
IN ANNUAL PRESENTATION OF BOWL OF AEAXROCKE

The Rocsaevalt Roca

12:07 P.M. EET

TEE PRESIDINT: Good day, ladies and gentlaman. On this
St. Patrick's Day, I am delighted to welcome Prims Minister Reynolds,
called Taciseach in his countZy, to the White Houss. We both snhare a
love of zusic and a love of Ireland, and I'm looxing ferward to
vorking with him in the years ahead.

I sccept with honor this beautiful bowl of shamrocks he
ihas presented frcz the pecple of Irsland to the pecple of the United
‘Btatse. And it will be proudly displayed in the White House as
symbol of our shared values and common heritage. '

The Prize Minister's visit is an opporsunity not only to
recall our kinship, but also to work together on issues of critical
importance tc both ocur nations. We just concluded a goed meeting,
which covered zmany issuss, and  benefitted greatly fzez the Prizs
Minister's advice and ccunsel.

We discussed the importance of bringing the Urugusy
Round to a sucosssful conclusion. We reviewed the himanitarian
relie? effort in Somalia, including the genercus contributions of
Izish citizens working in euch organizations as CONCEXN and UNICRY,

lat me take a moment here, Mr. Prims Minister, to extend
€0 the families and friands of Valerie Place and Sean Davareux the
heartfelt condclences of ths American pecple over their tragic deaths
and ocur gratitude for their service. Their dedicaticn tc the relie?
efforts in Somalia will serve as an inspiration to us as we ssex to
extend tha hand of comfort to victims of strife.

The Prime Minister and I alsc discussed ths continuing
tragic conflicts in Northern Ireland that has cost 3,000 lives over
the last two decades. I congratulate both the Irish and the British
govermmants for their joint efforts to promote the necessary dialogue
to bring about a just and lasting peace.

And I want to undersccre my strcng support for that
impcrtant goal. We agres that such an ocutcome cannot be coerced or
izposed, and that those who resort to viclence must not be tolerated.
Viclance condazns generation to harvest the seeds of bitternass, net
peace. Ner can the probleam be resclved by the language of victoriss
or defsats. It zust be resclved in the language and spirit of
czxprunise and conciliation.

I told the Prime Minister ehat the United States stands
zeady to do whatever vwe can to help in pringing peace to Northern
Ireland. VWwe are a nation of diversity. We are prepared to help in
any vay that we can. I think that it is izmportant to ssy that the
zost significant thing 2 should be doing now is to ancourage tRe
rasumption of the dialogues bstveen the Irish and the British
goverzaants, which I think is a critical precendition to any
establimhment of a lasting peacs. Our support for the intarzatienal
fund gor Irsland is an ipportant demonstration of cur cammitasnt to
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aposurage investzant and eccnoamic grovel and to advanaa ths cause of
peacs azd talarancs. %

: My diecussione with Prime Minister Reynolds, as vwith
.:m Ministsr Major, wers the first of many that I thaink yeu will
e8a cur JUVEITRABtS having es ve offsr our essistsnce in trying to
eEd ths troubles.

Lat me cloes Dy saying that the tias of culturs, history
and friendabip betvssn ths United Statee and Ireland maan e great
deal to zs. lLast night the Prime Minister and I joined togethar in
singing "Whan Irish Eyes Are Smiling.” He did e slightly better jobB
than I did. (Laughter.) Today we pause to rsnev or tias tc Irsland
and ths challengss ahead.

Lat me add that Irsland will have a friend in the White
House, Mr. Prime Minister, not just on 8t. Patrick's Day, but on
every day of the Year.

I also want to take advantage of the Prims Minister's
visit here to announce my intention to ncminate as Ambassador to
Izreland a distinguished individual, as Irish as Americans can ba,
Jean Xennedy Samith. I can think of no one who better captures the
bonds betwean Irsland and the United States or who vill werkX hardar
to advance our relationship. In many ways she's already bsen an
unofficial international ambassador. Sinse sha foundsd Vsry Special
Azts twvo decadss ago, she has traveled tirelessly throughsut the
United States and the world. Vsry Special Arte providas
opportunities for the disabled and creative arts in all 50 statee and
cver S50 countries, including Ireland. As e tsstamsent to her auccass,
a play f£zem her young playwrights program in Dublin will open shortly
ofL 3roadwvay.

I know 2irsthand Jean's achievemants from thes Arkansas
Very Special Arts progran and remamber well when Hillary joined haer
in our stats for the ccmpetition to commamorates the 200tk anniversary
o2 tha White House.

The peopla of the United States will ba proud of our naw
ambassedor. I am proud of hsr, and I'm glad to have a ccuple of her
relatives -- the Senator from the State of Massechusetts and
Congreesman Kennedy == to join with us today. And Mr. Aabassador,
1st 28 say egein how very grataful we are to you and offer you the
opportunity to make a fev remarks and then offer Mrs. Smith,

MRS. SMITH: Thank you very xuch. It is a graat hener
for me to be ncminated as Ambassedor to Irsland. And I'm extrazely
grateful to President Clinton for his confidencs in ms. I will do
ell I can to repay this confidsnoe. 1It's a vonderful §t. Patrick's
Day. Thank you. (Applause.)

PRIME MINISTZR REYNOLDS!: TRARX you, Presidsnt. Ang,
2irst of all, zay I take the 2iret opportunity of saying -- (spokan
in Gaelic) == which is congratulaticns to Jean Xanngdy Smith to be
the U.8. Anbaseadcr to Ireland. Ths U.8. is proud of her. We aze
moTe proud etill to welcomse heme Jean Xannedy=-Smith. BShe has baen a !
zegular visitor to our shores. She has deme mazvelous work ]
throughsut the world, as the Presidant has just said, in relatien to
her vork for tha disablsd arts. And I knov she'll get planty of
opporTunity to continue that creetive vwerk in Ireland.

Taank you, Prasident -- (spokan in Gaelio).

8t. Patrick's Day, Mr. Presidant, is an occasicn which
honds and bringe togsther out two cammnnitias and paoples in e

NerFA’fzS;-ln#: / léov.y. It i8 not mimolv anane shee—cote o=
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v —wamewy Sws soazed baliaf in demscracy and edem
protaction and extansicn of human rignts. a5 i ey

It was bacause these valuss vers iscorperatsd in ths
foundation of the Amsrican republic that Thomas Jeffarsen csuld
minhu first inaugura) address what zight then have seamsd 2

X And I quota: "I baliava this, the strongast govermmant on

It is a day and this is s uniqus occasion standing as ve
are hers in the house wvhich, ss Presidant Clintcn rwmarzad last night
at that very enjoyable function, that this houss was designed just
over 200 years ago by en Iriahman, James Hoban. That‘s one of the
Teascns vhy Ve ars contamplating the extraordinary success of Irish
America. !

You will have no difficulty, Mr. President, if on this
day I characterizs you, you yourself, as raflecting on that Irish
American suscess atory. Liks John F, Xannsdy, Ronald Reegan, Andraw
Jackson, Ulyssss 5. Grant and other presidants of Irish extracticn
bafors you, you have rissn to the highsst position in tis land
adoptad by your anceatcrs and damcnstrated agein that the great
Amsrican Dresam, which inspired eo many of your forbsarsrs is alive
and vell and in very good hands.

The succasa etory that ie Irish Aasrica today began as
one of politicsl, economic and social struggles in the hems country.
It should not bs surprising therefore thaet wvhen the sarlisr waves of
our immigrants reached thass ahores, they wsrs to the forsfront
the Ansrican wer of independencs and in the drafting and prumulgation
of the Amsrican Dsclaration of Indespsndancs; and that later wavee of
izmigrants Quickly and snthusiasticslly embraced that declarstiocn, to
Quots just ons historien: '"not ses a tired fcrzula, but as an ideal
to be reschesd cut for and greaped."

It ia against that background, Mz. Presidant, for I have
alwveys baslisvaed that the constructive intersat and support of the
United states has the gonntul to be uniquely helpful in finding @
solution to the situation in Nozthern Irsland -- thet last rasidual
problan of & long and often ead history bastwsen Irslsnd and Britain.

My governzent are deterzined not to sllow anothar
generation to suffer the scourgs snd sasvagery of violancs or its
demeaning snd related nmanifsstetions =- disadvantags, harssszent and
discrizination.

There ars no {mmediate enswers, no simple sclutions, but
thers ies a way forvard. It involves ColYage, Commitmant
izaginatien. It will requirs, abovs sll, the letting go of all
veatiges of triuxmphalism en avery sids, and replacing it with s
willingnsee and a dastarzination to work together in partnership
witkin new structures, vhich will ezmbrace and ssak to rsecancile the
two oconflicting rights and sspiretions in our emall country.

We warnly wslceme your concern, Nr. President, your
comitmant and your active support ae we take on this daun
vitsl challengs. If we can aucCoeed, Mr. President, in satadlianing
in Irsland stZucturss thet achieve these goals, the bansfits zmay not
Just ba for Irsland slcne. JIn a world where despar sthnis divisions
have asaumsd s nav and violent precminancs, it may wall bs that ths
modsl wa create ir Ireland will have applicaticn and similar coaflict
situations around thas vorld.

8o in concluaien, Mr. Presidant, may I thank you agein
for the hoapitabls Amsrican reception you Bave given us hare today et
the Wnite HOUss. In so doing, you acknovledge and honor ti8 _
contributien of the millions of fellow ITish who have zade their
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Aames and built their draams in this great land. You aaka us a1l

; pToud. As we travel together nov for a gatharing cn capital
E411, bhostad by ancthar cutstanding Irishasn, Spaarar Foley, 3ay I
-ggtand to you, Mrs, Clinton and your fzmily, cur varmast bast viakes
. om this vary special day for all of us and cenvey gur einsarest wiak
. for the Succass o0f your sdministratien.

oSBT T

(
wmﬂl have @ wvonderful 8St. Patriak's Day. And what a dasy in

in Gaelic) == I hops Amaricans o2 all etinic

‘€0 celaebzate it hare with one of us as Presidant, gnothxr,
Albert hsTe on Ny Tight, and the Xannady faaily that are a legund in
Iraiand, ths Unitsd States and throughout the world. (#pokan in

gaalis). (Applause.)

THE PREBIDENT: That was sush an cutstending
parfcrmance, I think the Prime Minister should have to smsver all the
quasticns.

Q Have you decided, Mr. President, whethsr or not to
sand a peacs envoy or to eend a fact-finding zmisesion to Nertharn
Izeland? And could you give us socme idea of a time fzams for that

acticn, please?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I discuseed it with the Prime
Minigtar. And ve decided after our consultations, that is certainly
en cptisn that I should leave open ~- both of thoss cpticns =- and
have undar sezious consideration.

AS you knov, talks began last year and than vare
suspandad. I'm very hopeful that the British and the Irish
guvarmaents will get back together and begin a sezicus dirlcgus soon.
I think that is a precondition, as I said, for ths other talks

. And I'm going to stay in touch clossly with Prima
Minigtar Reynolds. We'rs going to talk frsquently, and I axpecst to
hsve en ambassader in Ireland pretty scen. And I'll maka those
dacisicna at what ssezs to me to be the apprepriate tims. I have not
asde them now, and I den't think it would be appropriats to maka a
2inal dacision cn that at this tigme.

.. Q Can we ask the Prime Minister if he likss the idea
of a spscial envoy, opposss it, or would like to ==

. FRIME MINISTER REYNOLDS: I think Ve had a very long and_
gruitfu)l Adiscuseion, both the President and myself. I gave hinma
fairly quick syncpsis of ths whole situation == ths rTalatignahip
bastvean ths two governmants that are excsllisnt, betvean Dublin and
landon, the talks that took place last year, the prograss that vas
sads thars, the suspension of the talks. And I think the cbjective
of both of us, and, indeed, ths British govermmant included, would be
to gut thoge talks resumsd at an esarlier stage.

We 2ully appreciates the kean intsrast and support of

{E::ﬁ""‘ Clinton in thie mm and of his buraing desirs to have
tilks Tsocmmsnaed. be vill kesp in ocless cmasultatien t:zt.h

4ll partias czmoarnad 8o that we can get thoss talka rasumad at
eaclisst possible dats. iy

Q You don't think that a special anvey at this paint
vould ba helpful?

FRIN® MINISTZR REYNOLDS: As you Bave haard, the
Preuaisgnt Just confirmsd that both of thase cpticna ars lsft opan,
and Bs vill comsult vwidaly in tha days and veaks and maxths ahaad in
Tulatiss to thet. At the end of ths day, it vill be his daaisien.

e, Presidant, have you takan on baard the unimns’

Q
OGhoes:r we i N Repen Twat-aa
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PARSIDENT CIINTUN: Well, I doa't think the
States can‘maks pesce ia Hortlarn Irsland, amd I dem't
the naticnalists, anyene slse would axpsct that,
we hava a desp cancarn about the futurs of Izuland. Wa have a
desp cancars about anding the violence and the abuses ©f hrman!
vhich have bean thers. And I vant to do vhataver I can
that process.

I do belisve — I'll say sguin -- I do balisve that the
dialegua that vas cpened nst all that lecng ago betveen thase two
goverzzants in Ireland and Great Britain offer ths retl chanag of
preducing a framswork within which pease sould cccur. And I aam -going
to coatinue to atsy on top of the situatien, involved in it. And
I'll make those decisions at a later time vhan I think they are
appropriate.

I think it is inappropriate now for ms to do zars than
Just to say that I think the goverrmant should in earnest ambrace ths
ocpportunities that are before tham. And I vill be as supportive as I
can. And vhanever thare seezs to be scmething else I can do by
taxing furthar acticn, then I will do it. I don't want to do
an' to undarmine the peace process; I want to do scmething that
vill suppert it and reinforce it. v

Q Nr. Presidant, what about Secretary Aspin's heslth?
Do you have to now considsr, at lesst consider, having a new
Secretary of Dafenase?

THE FPRESIDENT: No, people get paceamakar® all the tine.
No. As far as I Xnew he's just doing 2ine.

Mr. President, do you still support the McBride

Q
p:i;oipln wvhich you said in your msating with Irish leadsrs iz New
York --

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I do. What did you say about Ray
Flynn?

Q Aren't you cecncernsd the country zmay be losing —
bestter zayors?

TEE PRESIDENT: VYes, I am. (laughtar,)

MS. MYZRS: Thank you.

TEE PRESIDENT: It was a difficult dacision for that
zeason. I think he's one of the beat mayers to serve in the United
statas in my lifetime. -

] Why did you offer him the jab?

THE FPRESIDENT: Becauss I nsed him and becauas I think
he'll do a greet job in a whole wide range of aress. And he vas
wvilling to serve, and I want him in the adainistrzation.

Thank yeu.

Z¥D 12122 P.N. ST
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