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FROM JAMES LEE FOR COI RADIO TECHNICAL SERVICES

TRANSCRIP?T OF PRESS CONFERENCE GIVEN 8Y
THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER OF IRELAND, MR. DICK SPRING,
AT STORMONT

ON TUESDAY, 23 MARCH 1993

MR. SPRING:

I would like to welcome you to & gshort press conferencs. I was
very glad to have the opportunity of attending the Anglo-Irigh
Conference today with my minigterial colleagues, the Minister foz
Justice and the Minigter for Trade and Tourism. We had a £ull
agenda and we dealt with a wide range of issues and concerns of

the two govezrnmments.

We discussed £izxst of all the prospects of political dialogue.

Tha vioclence which we have seen hexe and in Britain over the last
few days is a vivid reminder, if any was needed, of the urgency of
politiecal progxess which can bring peace and stability. The two
goveraments are unwavering in their commitment €6 a process of
political dialogue. We wish to see the parties zeturn to the
negotiation table and resume the process of gaeking a political
solution. There is quite simply no alternative to dialogue and
negotiation. There is an onus on all of ug, the two goveraments
and the parties, to sit down togethez, taly through our

difficulties and hopefully reach agreement. The two governments
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and some of the other participants are raady to begin talks
immediately. I hope that our sanse of the urgency ©of political
progress will be shared by all participants and that talks can be

launched without further delay.

wae considered developments in the secuzrity situation in Northern
Ireland and reviewad our ongoing security co-operation. In this
respaect, we noted recent successes by the security forces on both

sides of the border ia relation to arms and explosives fincs.

We noted with concern the continuing heavy 1o0s8s of life
attributable to paramilictariaes £rom both sides of the community.

1 toox the opportunity to reiterate the Govexnment's sanse of
shock and zevulsion at the appalling outrage comnitted in
Warrington and €0 express to the family of the young bcy who died
and those who were injused and their ¢amilies our daepest sympat:

and condolences.

We reviewsd the everall situation in regard to confidence in the
gecurity fozces and the administzation of justice. This is the
area of the work of the conference to which ehe Government
attaches particular priority within the framework @stablished by
the Anglo-Irzish Agreement. It was potad that while thare have
been improvements in & numbar of aress, there vas a need for
gurther progress if the continued difficulties in this regard ar

to be resolved.
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We were very pleased to be joined at our meeting today by the
Ministezr for Tourism and Trade, Charlie McCreavy (phon) and his
cpposite number on tha northern side, Robext Atkins, for a
discussion of trade and business co-operation and tourism
co-opezation between Northk and South. In addition, we discussed
the progress being made in relation to the Ballylemore-Ballycollan
(phon) Canal which {s being restored with assistance from the
International Fund and the gC Structural Funds and ve congidered
arrangements for the opening of the Canal in May of next year.
These discusgions forned part of a continued programme of woxrk
designed to stimulate North-South co-cperation in the major
economic and social sectors. We reviewed today a range of cuzrrent
ipnitiatives which aim to increase co-oparstion in the field of
trade, business and tourism and we considezed wvays in which this
activity =might be furthe= strengthened and expanded. I would like
the Minister for Trade and Tourism to give a short account of his

meeting with Mr. Atkins.

MINISTEB FOR TRADE & TOURISHM: (ACCENT DIFFICULT TO TRANSCRIBE)
Mr. Atkins and myself discussed various matters relating to the
tourism and trade areas. We fael that both aze areas where it ca
be seen that thare can co-operation to the mutual benefit of both
communities, North and South. The Shannon, Eize and Ballylemore
Valley .... 4in Ireland were discugssed .... to open it officiall
in the summer of 1994. We see this as one area whers we can have
a joint management of that particular gtreteh of water. We

discussed matters relating on the trade side to the holding of a
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seminar/meating in 1993 sponscred by the two governments,
organised by the respective trade boards and the ........ woulad
be the North and South. In Chicago a joint trade conference
organised by ths Southern Trads 3card and the Northern IZeland
equivalent which will have small and medium-$ized enterprises

represented there.

on the tourism sidse, we saw great azeas for co-operation. We
continue to have a joint programmes. I also said that I would
1iaise with and the Izish Federation with regard
to the possibkility of an all-Ireland accommodation guida-book
which wouid be of benefit to poth sides, particalarly to our
friends in Northern 1zeland. I would put this matter .. and they

would discuss it with ... tedarations. ...

Wa f¢el that the ons azxea where people can see® visible thinga

happening is the trade and economic area and that this will lead

to greater understanding on Poth sides of the divide.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:

QUESTION:
The leader of the largest party involved in the last round of
talxs said at the waekxend that the frameworX was no longer valid

and that the talks vers dead. What is your reaction to that?
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MR. SPRING:

I was very disappointed at those zemarks and I studied them
carefully and obviously we will have to consider the implications

of those.

QUESTION:

What do you think the implications are?

MR. SPRING:

We are considering what the implications are at the present time.
I believe that all politicians have a rwspoasibility to get back
to the talks. I think that we have to have dialogue, we have to
have negotiation, otherwise there are obviously serious problams

for everybody.

QUESTION:

Both sides have said that they are optimistic about the talks
starting ozr the possibility of them starting. Given the Unionist
stancae, does this mean that you are prepared to tackle the key

izpue of Articles 2 and 3?

MR. SPRING:

I have made the position very c¢lear in zelations €o Azticles 2 and
3. I made a major statement on them twc weeks ago and I think it
is important that people come tc the table, people come and have
dialogue, people have talks and we would lock and see what hag to

ba done.
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QUESTION:

Mzr. Spzing, isn’t it the reality that the only way that you were
able to implsment and bring the Anglo-Irzish Agreement into being
was by going over the heads of people? If you canzot bring Jim
MolyneauxXx and Ian Paisley onside for thege talks, what are you

baging your optimism on?

MR. SPRING:

I would say, Eamonn, that we bave a respensibility - indeed all
politiciang have a regsponsibility - and I would hope that the
leaders of the Unionists Parties would further consider my remarks
in recent waeks. I believa thexe is room for dialogue, I believe
there is room for negotiation and I think the sooner we sit down .-
and address the opportunities that a?e thers., thae better for

evarybody.

QUESTION:

Your counterpart here, Sir Patrick Mayhew, said he detects this
mood among ordinary peopls but the reality is that at the upper
och‘lon. Jim Molyneaux and lan Paisley said: “"We don’'t want to
know Dick Spring! We want nothing to do with him!“ How do you get

across that dbarrier?

MR. SPRING:
I think ultimately we have t0O get across the barriex by having
dialogue By having an exchange of views. I have made my views

very clear. I think there is a responsibility on all politicians
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and I would hope that politicians would see it that way and the
Sooner we can get around the table the batter for everybody and I
would reiterate what the Secretary of State has said in relation
to the views of many people who want dialogue, who want their
leadaers to show that leadership, have dialogus and get down to

nagotiations.

QUESTION:

Prime Minister, regularly after these meetings, there is a
paragraph in the Statement which says that Ministers reaffirmed
their rejection of violeace and their appreciation of the high
level of secuzity c¢o-operaticon. If you continue to make these
statements, and at the same time the violence continues and we
have the bombing for exampla iz Warrington the other day, what

more do you think can be dons to preveant this?

MR. SPRING:

The level of co-operation, I think, is as good as it has ever
been. Wa 3re determined to puzsue the level of co-operation €O
the .highest possible level. There i8 mo room in our estimation
for violence. Violence will not solve the problems ard we will do
everything in our power to eslimiate violence; it should not be
part of the agenda. We want to have political dialogue and

discussion,
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QUESTION:

Does it take political dialogus and discuseion to in the end stop

L

MR. SPRING:

Ona can appeal to thosa people who are pursuing vielence and we

have done this on many occasions and I would like to take the

oppertunity again today because wa all saw the horror and havoc

that was wreaked upon innccent people, pecople living their normal

lives in Warriagton last week. I have already expressed my sense

of outrage and anger at that bombing. It was an assault on

hupanity gquite frankly and I wigh those people would stop tha

It is not going to solve the problems that we have and -’

violence.

I think there is responsibility on all the politicians on the

other han@ to set about having the dialogue.

QUESTION:

what concerns 4id you raise with the Secretary of

Prime Ministesr,

State adbout the Caterham Three case? Did you ask him to refer

that-back to the Court of Appeal?

MR. SPRING:

I did raise that matter with the SecIatary of State, I did raise

our concerns in relation to it. Obviocusly the murder of the two

British soldiers was a horxific act of violence and stands
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condemned and those who perpetzated that murder should be bzought
to jugtice but I did raise our concerns because there are concerns

in zrelation to tha three individuals involved.

QUESTION:
Will it be back with the Court of Appeal in the near future, do

you think?

MR. SPRING:
That is a matter for the Secretary of State. I conveyed ay

concerns to him and he is reviewing it.

QUESTION:

I3 there a question about this being a miscarriage o0f justice?

MR. SPRING:
It has been raised by some individuals and human rights groups
that thers may be a migscarrziage ¢f justice in this case and we

brought those concerns to the Secretary of State’s attention.

What arrangements have been made for the funeral in Warriagton and

do you plan to be there yourself?
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MR. SPRING:

I did exXpress the viaw that I would attend. We have had a

communication from the family that they want it to be private and
as I said at the ocutset we respect the views of the family. They
have ouzr deepest sympathy in this situation in what is a terrible

tragedy to befall any family

QUESTION:

Mr. Spring, given the history of the troubles in Northern Irzeland
and the fact that we have seen little white coffins in this
country for 25 years, do you think one will make any difference at

all to the attitude of the IRA or any other terzorist group?

MR. SPRING:

I certainly hope it does. I have to say to you that I have felt a
sense of outraga in relation to what has happened in Warzington.
ferhaps we had that outrage before but I can only give it to you
from my own personal expexience and I hope that sense of outrage
zeaches people who will stop the violeance. It is unaczeptable, it
is unwarranted and will achieve nothing and I think we all share

the grief 8f the families involved.

QUESTION:
Sut these paople are as committed as the war lords in Bosnia to
their cause. How can it make any difference? The withdrawal

of support perhaps?
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MR. SPRING:

Perhaps some people might think again when they have gsean what
happened in Warrington in last week and I would hope that people
who are supporting the tezzozists would in fact withdraw their

support.

QUESTION:

Can You ¢clarify your answer about the representation of the Irish
Government at the funeral? Does the family’'s wish that the
funeral be pzivate mean that a Irish Minister will not attend and
the Government won’t be represented because the family dox’ t want

it?

MR. SPRING:

My undaerstanding is that the family wish for a private funeral and
as I have said from the outset, we would obviously be vary careful
in relation to the family’'s desires and my understanding is that
they 40 anot want Governzent involvement, either the Irish or

British Qovernment, 8o that has to be respected in their tragedy.

QUESTION:

M®. Spring, if the reality is that the political approach to date
has not eroded the Warringtons of this world, the Yest Belfast and
North Belfast bombings etc., is there anything more radical that
you ¢an do politically within the framawork of democracy to

actually try and undezrmine this?
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MR. SPRING:

I think all constitutional politicians have a responsibility to
undezmine what has been happening and I believe wa are txying to
dc that in terms of our security co-operation, in terms of cur
search for dialogue amengst the parties hexe in Nerthern Irelasd
and wa will continue to work for that and I would like to think we

can make progress in that direction.

QUESTION:
Do you not thiak that you are pazt of the problem pessibly, Sir,

because of the attitude of Unionists towards you herae?

MR. SPRING:
I would hopae that I am not part of the problem. - I am going out of
ay way to ensurse that I am not in fact part of the problem.

Perhaps I can become part of the solution.

QUESTI ON:
Unionists say that thae presence of Articles 2 and 3 does provida

oxygen for the IRA.

MR. SPRING:

I have discussaed Articles 2 and 3, David, on many occasions.

Theze are differsnt views on them and thers probably always will
be different views on them. I am encouraging politicians teoc taks
their regponsibility seriously and come to the table for dialogue.

I think that is what is most important.
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QUESTION:
You have met the SPLD and the Alliance Party, the Unionists say
Aze you doing anything other than maxing

public appeals to them, mesting privately together for some talks?

MR. SPRING:
I think at this stage what is important is that 1 will bhave a
caraful and detailed gtudy of what they have baen saying in recent

days and that is what I intend €O do.

QUESTION:

wWill you respond to that, do you think?

MR, SPRING:

You know me in the past, Jin. I will always Zespond.

In the gulf hetween you and the Unionists in this typs of ....
simple text dealing with Articles 2 and 3 in tha context of an
overall package but the ovarall package which is .... for a .--
which is anathema to them. ..would you consider at all acting

arbitrarily on Articles 2 and 3?

MR. SPRING:
T think what we have to see, Eamonn, is that we want to meet
people who have difficulties in relation to asy of the

constitutional issues affecting our relationship and we should s
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round and discuss those isgues and look at what we can do to bring

about peace and reconciliation on this island for all of our

futuzes and the sooner we can do that the better.

(END OF TRANSCRIPT):
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