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7ROM JAMES tiE POR CCI RAOIO TECHNICAu SERVICES 

TRANSCRifT OF PRESS CONFERENCE GIVEN RY 

THE SEClZTARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN IlU:LANO, SIR PATRICK MAYHEW 

AT STORMONT 

ON TUESDAY, 23 MARCH 1993 

SIR PATRICK MAYHEW: 

I think that vha� I wow.d like to aay to yo� is that we have had a 

most businesslike meeting_. we had a carefully prepared asenda and 

we went through it bit by bit. One of the ireat th.1.ngs uout 

these occasions now that we all know eaeh other well is that no 

rhetoric or flutnlllery is allowed to get in the way of the business 

and I think that is a souree of �reat atranqth eo I thin� wa have 

eeen an example today of the value of this �roeess. 

I am pl�ased that we were abl• to diseu.sa, for example, security 

mattera which of course are at the head and forefront of our 

anxiatie•, particularly at this time and I think that it is a 

meaaw:aot the co-operation that exists North and South that the 

two polic• chiefs - tha CollU'llissioner of the Garda and the Chief 

Constabla ot th• RUC - are always present on tbe■a oeeasions. 

\\ 
.. 

There 1s a ve:cy close relationship, a very high cl•�ree of

\\ oo-operat1on and that is a mark of the determination of �oth 

'. ;, governments to defeat terrorism by all. lawful 111•an1 within their 

\\power. Wa discussed that of course. 
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We discu1s•d matt•ra of confidence by which we mean securing ao 

high a dagree of confidence amongot ordinary people her• in the 

North of whatev9r side of the community in the way which the 

security forces go about their dangerous dutiea and other matters 

of that nature and in particular we had a very fruitful discussion 

on the basis of two prepa:ed papera a.bout trade co-operation North 

and South and tourism, also co-operation in that field about which 

Robert Atkins would be very glad to apeak to you and all in all it 

was a workmanlike and uaeful event in a series of these events 

which take place at regular and quite frequent intervals and I 

believe to the great advantage of the people of Northern Ir•land 

and al.so the people of the Republic, 

QO!S'l'IONS AND ANSWERS: 

QUESTION: 

Sir Patrick, it might b• aaid in the wake of Warrington that your 

r•=ar�amack of complacency, 1elf•con9ratulation perhaps. Did 

you oom• up with anything today b■t�een the two of you which could 

prevent �ore Warringtons? 

SIR PA�lUC!t MAYHEW, 

I have learned that almoat anytning fllight be aaid here advers• to 

anything that 1, 1aid by anybody in puDlic lif•, almost anything 

might be said, none of that would be said by anybody of any sens• 
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or fairness. Ther• ia no complac•ncy and hov can ther• �e 

complacency when terrorists exact this kind o! toll? 

Our job is to ensure that the security forces ara given every 

assistance trom Government North and South that they need in their 

task of defeating ter:orism and that no political or econo:tlc or 

social measures are overlooked that may serve to contract and 

ultimately to abolish those areas of toleration for terrorism that 

still exist. That is what this kind of conference is a�out. 

QUESTION: 

To crystallise this though, are you any richer in knowledge as a 

result of the Kileock (phon) find1? 

SIR PATRICK MAYHEW: 

There is no dou�t that thoae finds in County Kildare were 

extremely important. We had a report from the Couisaioner, �­

Culligan (phon) a.bout the scale of the lllAterial. that wa1 found 

there. I think it can be said that the means of takin� many lives 

and ca�•ing great damage were discovered there and the !II.A have 

been deprived of them as a result of a lot of very hard wor� and 

of very dedicated work and the RUC have been foremost in their 

congratulations to th• Gard&. 
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QUESTION: 

Sir iatriek, have you given up on the proapeet of inter-party

talks, particularly talks which �ould involve the Irish

'1 

\ Government, in advance of the local government elections?

SIR PATIUCP:: MAYHEW: 

No, ! haven't given up. I think that it would be very mueh in the

interests of all parties and of all peopla in Northern Ireland

that talks should resume &I soon as practical:>la. I thinJt so

because I was sure it was in the intare1ts of everybody that back

in March 1991 the parties did agree and the two goverru11ents agreed

to work for, as they put, a new beginning in relationships both

within Northern Ireland and North/South and East/Wast, new

political relationships. That was the task they set the�selves

and when those talks came to a conclusiQ� in NQvemller last year,

�verybody signed up to the $tatement made by the independent

Chairman when he said that tha1e objectives are still valid and

are ■till achi•vable and th• parties went on to agr•• that thera

shoul.d be more talking and that was a very hopeful and a very

raalistie asaas•m•nt, 

QUESTION: 

How do you then react to the atatement by Mr. MolyneaWt at the

weekend when ha basically said that the talks were dead but also

the point that he didn't really subscrib• to the formula which wae

set out la■t time? 
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SIR PATRICK MAYHEW: 

I don't think that Mr. Molyneaux has pulled back from what h• 

signed up to when the talks concluded in the middle of November. 

I think Mr. Molyneaux's speech last Saturc!ay, like allot Mr. 

Molyneaux's speeches, bears very close reacling and analysis. I 

don't believe that the official Unionist Party is unaware of what 

people who have habitually voted Unionist want to see happen ana I 

(

/( am confidant that they want to see a resumption of talking because

people today right across this co111111unity in my experience are 

'. really insistent that the poli tieians look not back but tor,rards 
\ 

\and talk. 

QUESTION: 

Are you_ therefore taking Mr. Molyneaux•• advica which from reading 

his speech seemed to be that you, as a member ot the British 

Govern111ent, should discuss with the I�i,h Goverru11ent the removal 

of Artiol•• 2 and 3? 

SIR l:'A'l'lUClt MJ.YHZ:W: 

?ou oan be quite eu:a that th• question• of Articles 2 and 3 have 

ranked hiih in discussions �et�een the governments. ot course 

they have and they ranked high during the talks that eame to an 

end in November. 

Mr. Spring =ada a very important 1paech a fortnight ago in which 

he set out the position of the Irish Government so far as Articles 

2 �nd 3 are ooncern•d and I found what ha said then ext:emely 
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encouraging, as I aaid in the House of Commons only the other day. 

r won't attempt to put a gloss upon what was a very carefully 

constructed speech but I thought it was much the most !o:rward and 

helpful statement by a responsible Iri•h Minister that we have 

ever had and it would be a thousand piti•• if we neglected an 

opportunity to build upon that. 

QUESTION: 

Sir Patrick, given tha concerns that were raised by Mr. Spring 

about the Caterham Three case this morning and the widespread 

appeals that have been made to you, are you going to refer those 

cases back to the Court of Appeal? 

SIR PA'l'RI CIC MAYHEWS: 

You will_ have to vait for a little before you get the answer to 

that question I am afraid. 

QUESTION: 

For how long? 

SIR PATRICK MAYHEW: 

Until I have sufficient time to come to a eonelusion you will be 

surprised to hear! iut from time to time, there are very 

understandable campaigns because people feel strongly about a 

partiou.lar caae urging me as Secretary of State here or the Home 

Secretary in England to re�gr a cae• to tha court of Appeal for it 

to be reconsidared and Parliament haa said that we have that power 
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and it is one that has to be exereised really almost judicially. 

You can't say: "Well, there 1s an awful lot of noise going on and 

therefore ! 1 m going to ask the court of Appeal to consider the 

case!• tqually, you can't be influenced by whether a particular 

murder was particularly horrible as undoubtedly the murder of the 

corporals was. You have to look at it according to consistent 

principles and those are that there must be some new material, 

whether it is new evidence or some other consideration, of a 

s1.ll;,stantial character not previously before the courts which give 

rise to the possibility that a conviction was unsafe. 

QUES'I'IONi 

Has any such new material b�en placed before you? 

SIR PATRICK MAYHEW: 

I shall be able to t�ll you what view I hav• formed of that in a 

short time but not now. 

QUESTION: 

seereta.:y of State, what do you think of Go:cdon Wilson's offer to 

talk directly to the IRA? oo you think that would make any 

difference, Mr. Wilson speaking faoe to faee to these people and 

appealing to th•m to stop?· 

SIP. PATRICK MAYHEW: 

I will tell you �hat I think about that. I think tirit o! a.ll 

that Mr. Gordon Wilson is a �oat remarkable and wonderf�l man. I 
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am sure he is the best judge of whom he should speak to. H• is 

somebody who carries a tremendous amount of admiration north and 

south of the border and if he believe that there is a prospect of 

influencing the Provisional I:UI, than he is the best judge of 

that. 

I personally believe that there fflust eome a time when the sheer 

weight ol the evil ot what they do eomas home even to the hardest 

of those hearts and therefore if Mr. Wilson thinks that this is a 

good thing to do, then he certainly won't find me attempting to 

,;Uscourage hi..111. 

QUESTION: 

Sir Patrick, you say every time you go out you get the pulse of 

the people who want these talks to rseoll\lt\enee. If the Unionists 

are saying: "We don't want to kno'1 you in these circuinsta.nces if 

you are going to involve ouhlin1•, bo-.1 do you get around that 

problem if you are ■till in bed with Dick Spring? 

SIII. -PATIUCK MAYHEW: 

I think it is very important to read ve�y carefully what Unionist 

leader• and other leader• have h••n saying. I would be very 

surprised if the leaders of parties who took part in the•• talks 

last year have made a really substantia.l change from the position 

which they adopted then so we shall have to see. Meanvhile, 
--···- ·--

perhaps pulllic opinion will continue to make itself even more 

clearly fQlt, We shall have to ••e. 
- --- ·------
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I personally believe that there ic great adva.ntag• in talks 

continuing, not necessarily in the same fonat with a plenary 

session, vith lots of people th�re. That is not necessarily the 

right vay of going about it and of course it is noeessary that ve 

should ba talking about putting individual building blocks in 

place here in Northern Ireland interna.lly. Of course it is 

impo:tant that ve should be talking about co-operation North/South 

and Robert Atkins a�d Mr. McCreavy were talking about that in 

tarll\S of trade and tourism this morning. We should be doing th�t 

but it is also important that what ve ea.me to call Strand 3, tha 

relationship between iast and West, ought to be considered with 

the parties having a say in that so we Will have to 1ee how this 

develops but to so back to about the first question I was asked, I-· 

am hy no means giving up. 

Q!J!!!STION: 

Secretary of State, Mr. Molyneaux actually said at the �eekand 

that once the two qovernments sort out the question of Articlos 2 

and 3 then they can return to his ..... party. 

and -3. 

SI� PA'I'l\ICX MAYHEW: 

...... Articles 2 

Mr. Sprin� ha• already made, aa I have already aa1d, a very 

important speech about the Irish Gover:11111ant's approach to Artiel�• 

2 and 3; he did that a fortnight ago. It may be that there will 

be some scope for that to be elar1fied or anxieties or 

misconceptions about it to be cleared out ot th• way. I don't 
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know but I feel aure that if peopla say: •W• would like to k�ov a

littl• bit more about this! What did he mean by that?• trom what 

r know of Mr. Spring, he would be very glad to answer those

qu!ls tions. 

QUESTION: 

Sir Patrick, the suggestion is that now two Anglo-Irish 

Conferences have been held in less than two months that the 

Agreement is, i! you like, back on the rails. I� it your opinion 

that the Anglo-Irish Agreement is nov back on the rails? 

SI1l PATRICK MAYHEW: 

I don't think it was ever off the rails. If you remember, there 

was an agreement back in 1991 that the partie■ should carry on 

these talks in a gap which would be agreed be�ween the 

inter-governmental conferences which take place under the 

provisions of the Anglo-Irish Agreement. That gap extended from 

April through to 16 November but the agreement was not off the 

r"'ils then. That part of it which. provid•a for eonferences was 

te�porarily suspended. 

QUESTION: 

I notic• at the and of the communi�• there is a program�o tor 

further work. Does that mean that we will see in the future 

Anglo-Irish mo�tings taxinq place vith. this re'i',U&rity? 
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SIR iA'l'RICX MAYHtW: 

Oh yes, I am certain of that and if you look at the li1t of thing$ 

that are going to be discussed I think it is very important that 

that should be the case. I think that when you look at things 

like inland tisher:!.es, you look at transport for example and many

others that are listed at tha end, it ia perfectly clear that

there are areas of mutual interest north and 30Uth where the

people on either aide of the border are going' to bendi t from 

co-operation and. it would be a very sad. day if we  were to say: 

"Nol There is a bo.rder between these two parts of this island and 

we are not even going to examine whether we can co-operate with 

each other! • 

I personally b�lieve this and have-often said so: that if we can 

put in place arrangements, agreements, whatever you li�e to call 

them, which provide for co-ope�ation between north and south in 

specific individual areas, it may very woll be that the eime �ill 

come when pe0ple say: "That has not been so frigbteninq attQr all 

and her• we a:e, we are &till in the Orutad Kingdom, ve look like 

remaining in the United Xingdom for the foreseeable future because 

the majority wish, it doesn't seem likely to change and yet it 

really i• posaible to build co-operative ideas and arrangements 

north and south to the benofit ot both of ust• That seems to be 

something that isn't really anything to be frightened of but 

something to be welcomed and that is what ve an proposing to do. 
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• 

QUES'l'I0N• 

would there be any lo&• of soveraic;nty in that co-operation 

between north and south?

None at all. Let us ask aoben what he nas to say about it.

MP... aoili:11..T ATlCINS: 

To tak• on• particular example. 'l'h• secretary of State talks

about possible activitY on the trade and tourism front but I thiM

people are aware that aome ti111e next year th� Er�e(phon)•Shan.non

canal. is csoing to be open and that is cleai:l.Y an exa111ple where 

cross-border co•operation in terfflS of the way it is run, th• way

it is managed, could work effectively and that is eertainlY one o

th.• thine;• that we talked about today. For exa111ple, also on th.a

tourism front, there hasn't been, ther• ought to be and Mr. 

MeC:eavy and I ic;r••d that wo will t::Y and do our best to enaw:e

that the:::a ia goinc; to be a Northern I:::9land �de kit troia th• 

to�ri•� point of view. Tourism after all i• goinc; to be th• 

biggest indll.Stry by t.�Q turn of the century in Ew:ope and in the

circuiutancu �hat ve can off•: there can go a long �ay towardS

covering th• pa�ticul.�r points th• S•cretary of State raised ant

ensuring that th• eo11U11unitiea on both sides not ju.&t on eeonomi. 

�rounds but on commerce grounds cart �ain somethin� fro� it. To

bw.14 upon trade, tourism, collllllercial aoti.vitY Yhich has bean

quit• significant even during th• reoes9ion is something �bich

Government and the tnsh Gover?Ul\ent are determined is going to

©NAI/DFA/2021/47 /18. 
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happen to a 9reatar and more visible degree than ha• even been tha 

case up to nr.w. 

QUESTION: 

Is it preei•ely ..... oroaa-border l:l&aia which i• encouraging people 

like �•tar Robinson to say: •cat mad with Mayhew!"?

$I a PA'l'IU CK MAYHP.:W: 

There are quite enough people who are mad in that aenaa in 

Northern Ireland 'nthout neecling'encouragement from Mr. Robinson. 

I think that there are a number of politicians who might better 

direct their advice to di.:niniahinq area• of high feeling and 

•ncouraga people just to look at the isaues on their merits.

Leave out the epithets, don't trade in adjectives like •evil" and 

"w1cked- and then whine when aomebody eomea back and tometimes 

questions what you have been doing. Let ua leave the epithets out 

and concentrate on what the people want which is a !ontard look by 

people of undoubted political talent towarcla a day when ve can 

live in thiG part of the IJ'nited !Cingdozn notwith.stand.ing a divided 

eommµinty in harmony and in eo•operation and in confide�oe. 

QUES'l'IONr 

It is diffioul.t, Secretary of State, to und.erstand hov you can 

have the hope that talk• might sta:t before the local governinant 

elections. What ha■ changed to i1ve yo� that idea? 
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What I vas aaked was had I given up the hope of t11at happening 

before the elections. We will _have to see. It 11 all 

speculation, isn't it? But the elections are not very far ahead 

and after that we have it not before really got to get down to 

thia que1tion of how and on what basis we can resume conversations 

and dialogue between the two governments and the parties. 'rhat ia 

what people wan�. I am certain that is what the people want and 

it politicians are in any doubt about it, then I do urge people to 

write to them and let them know what they think. 

QUESTION: 

You seem, Sir Patrick, to be trying to go over the heada 0£ people 

who have .... in Northern !reland and sayin� they are behind the 

real people. How can you say that? 

by a considerable majority? 

SIR PATRICK �THEW: 

Fart of my job i• to get out and talk to people and hear what 

�•op�• are 1aying and to t.ry to reflect what I a� told. Who can 

tell vho 11 right? I believe that the people want tal](s to 

res\l.111•. Th•y tell it m• whatever part I go to, whether it is 

traditional Unionist areas or whether it i1 areas who have voted 

!or the SDLP over manr years. That i• what they tell me. I don't 

th.inx th.ia ia a qua1t1on of going over people's head■, of going 

behind people's backs, doing anything of �at >c.ind. I thi.nk it is 

a question of doing vhat I am actually uxed to do which ia to be 
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in contact and in touch with the people !or whom I have a very 

heavy reaponsibility. 

People are very versatile I find, you know, when it comes to being 

critical. If you don't sat out and about you are told, •well 

nobody know• who you are, you never dare ahow yourself!" If you 

expresa opinions and you have�t eonaulted people on what the 

eritieism is. "You are terribly arro�ant! Of course you don't pay 

any attention to what people say!" If on the other hand I pay 

attention to what people say to me �hen I get out and about then I 

am told: •Actually, you are go1ni over the heads ot people who 

are elected representatives!" I am very philoaophic about this 

kincl of thini. I just get on and ti:y _to do what I think is right ... 

(END OF TRANSCRIPT) 
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