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BELFAST 

Interview with Sinn fain President. Gerry !doe• 

on "Good Momin; 01,ter•. Radio ulster, 

Monday. 25 October. 1993 

Intorviewar1 Jim Dougal 

B1gorter1 The Sinn Fein President ha1 aaid that he will a1k the 
IRA to end its violence if the propoaale he and John Hume have 
drawn up are po1itivaly received by the Goverrunent, Wall Gerry 
Adam• alao said he ia confident that the IRA would respond 
favourably, Ria remarks came when our political editor Jim 
Dougal challenged him for his reaction to the bomb attack on the, 
Shankill Road, Because of the Government'• broadcaating 
restrictions, Mr, Adams' words are spoken by an actor, 

Mr, Adama1 I wa1 1hattered when I heard the news yesterday and 
my heart goe1 out to the families of thoae who have been killed, 
to all those who have been killed. My attitude i• simply that 
no matter what the intention was that it waa a great tragedy and 
devaatating, a human tragedy. 

Interyigor1 Do you condemn it? 

Mr, AdAJQ1 I am very measured in how I deal with these i11ues 
as you may know, I don't think what happened, no matter what the 
intentiona, can be excused, I think that tho■- who are in 
positions of leadership in the IRA, no matter what pressures may 
be on them from the Loyalist killing campaigns, that they have 
to be aware that how they respond to those pressures could end 
up aa it did yeaterday, 

Intarvicwer1 Are you •aying _it was wrong? 

llr. ¥1m11 Of course it waa wrong, 
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Reporter: Mr, Adams •aid Sinn Fein wanted a positive response from 
the British Government to the proposals which he had drawn up with 
John Hume Leader of the SDLP, Jim Dougal asked him how flexible he 
would be in the way he would approach that response, 

Mr. Ad•me: I can be as flexible as the response permits. I am 
quite prepared as I have said before to go to the IRA with a mind 
to making proposals about how they conduct their campaign, I 
obviously want that to be a worthwhile prospact. I don't want to 
be going back and forth and making meaningless statements or 
gestures or requests and I want to be in a po1ition to make a 
definitive proposal to the IRA which will allow us to move forwar� 
That ia the type of re1pon1e I am waiting for and let me say I will 
be quite satisfied despite all that Mayhew was saying and all that 
Major was saying that they know, more or less, I would be very 
disappointed if they didn't know precisely what was required her• 
and I agree totally with Mr, Hume when he stood up in the British 
House of Common■ the other day and called upon the Britieh 
Government to hurry up and give a detailed response to this. 

Interyiewer1 What I mean is how flexible would you be in how the 
process if they accepted it, would be conetructed? 

Mr, Adaq; Well, a■ I have said before, I can't double gueaa and 
l won't attempt a second guees as flexible as I can be, I am quite
prepared to be as flexible ea I can. I want to bring all of tho•e
Republican aotivi■ta and the broad Republican ba■e, and the broad
Nationalist baae with me and moving u■ all forward in a way which
improve■ the situation as oppo1ed to disapproving it.

Intaryiewar1 Are you saying to - that if the Government.' 
accepted the proposals which you and John Bume have put to them, 
that you could find yourself in a position where you oould advi•e 
the IRA or augge1t to them even, that their campaign could end? 
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Mr. Ada.ma: Well, without telling you the detail of what has been 

agreed, I could tell you that if the Britiah Government reaponded 

to tho1e poaitively, that I would be quite pleaaed to go to the IRA 

and make that propo1ition, 

Intervi.ewerr And tell them, advise them to ,top? 

Mr, Ad,g11 Abaolutely, 

Interyiaer: Would they accept that? 

Mr. ld•rnA1 I think that i1 where we would get a real underatanding 

of what my influence would do and it wouldn't be ao much rrry 

influence whioh would carry the day in that regard, It is that 

Republicans have been advised by me of every step of this proce•• 

with Mr, Bume and I would not have agreed with Mr, Hume and we 

wouldn't have made that report to Dublin if I waan't aati■fied that 

the IRA wouldn't accept the outcome of it. 

Intorviewerz You believe, therefore, that you, if the 

circumstance■ were right and the British Government accepted these 

propoaala, could deliver the IRA? 

Mr, Adams1 Abaolutely. I think that the process that John HWlle 

and I have worked upon which Dublin was fully informed of, that if 

the British Government take on board what hae been put to them that 

the IRA, it ia my belief, would positively respond, I think that 

the Britiah Government have been playing with the iaaue, 

Interyiayerr Ia it poeeible Gerry Adame, that what could happen is 

that there woul� be another aplit in the Republican Party? 

Mr, Aclt1111r No, not at all, not at all, 

. 
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Interviewer: You don't believe that? 

Mr. Adem•i No, absolutely not. 

of no split in Republican rank■, 

There will be no, I will be part 

I have worked out with Mr. Hume 

an agreement and I have to atre■s that Dublin is fully informed of 

thi• which I am satisfied have the ■upport of the IRA and I have 

said repeatedly that I will not mislead people about the IRA and 

neither will I mi■lead the IRA, 

rntaryieweri Can I ju■t get this right again, The British 

Government accept thoee propoaala, you could go to the IRA and 

advise them and suggest that they stop, .. 

Mr. Adam■: Yee, ab■olutely, 

'-

Reporter: That waa the Sinn Fein President Gerry Adams whoae worda 

spoken by an actor in conversation with our Political Editor Jilll 

Dougal. 
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