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Nowoe itiee Interview With An Taoiseach, Albert Reynolds

Bamonn Lawlor:
In the snail's pace pelitics of Norzhern Ireland statements are
analysed and ccmpared in search of the slightest sign ¢f change

from established positions so when <he Taeiseach 8eid on Sunday

a Referendum on changes to articles 2 & 3 of “he Constitution would
ratisr than could be a part oI an overall settlement for the North,
John Bruton for one saw that as a significant advance to which Unioni
should respond, The SDLP and the DUP have each, meeting Prime Minise
John Major this week, the Democratic Jnionists have prepared their
own document on resuming political progress and the Northern Secretar
is believe %o have a baper ready to put te the Northern parties

if and when talks are resuvmed. in Boston, Una Claffey asked the
Taciseacn if any developments of the past week offered real hope

for a resumpticn of talks?

»

Albert Reynolds: (An Taoiseach)

We have to look at every possibility and T think firse of all 1

think what people want is peace and that's what I believe is the

best way ferward. I believe thas if we had a peace fcrmula, if

we did get 2 cessation of vialanca taat we would havs talks in a
diffsrent environment altegether and I believe it weuld make a loe
Mmore picgress. So we can't just discard it, I think we have to

wait and see if there's anything behind it, Then we had the statement
that, Ian Paisley has sent gz paper direct to John Major for considerat
the official Unicnists are supposed to be certainly thinking sericusly
about the talks again, that's what we're given to understand, so

I think all in all thare are signs there that the talks process

should get kback on the rails,
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OUna Claffey:

But,you're worried about the Northern Ireland offi¢e and the paper

14
that it's supposed =o have sudmitied on the fact that the Irish

Government hasn't been consulted?

Albert Reynolds:

well I think it wotuld be very foolish to de¢ that because I mean

we're party to the Angio/Irish Agreement, we're party to theé three
stranded formula fox zalks which {the British Government again have
reiterated ané which Sir Patrick Mayhew savs he's cuite happy with
and evern the Unionists said they, they would gc along with that
type of talk so, in those circumstances I don't think, excuse Re
that it'd ke, that it'd b2 very wiss tc go ahead with the papex,
to resume tzlks without even naving consulted us znd we haven't

s

been consulted as yet.

Taoiseach, John Bruton has said that he's cglad to see the change
in your position in terms of whal yocu said about artizles 2 & 3
here in the United Stases, has your position changed?

Albert Reynolds:

No zné now taat his position has ¢ghenged that, he was and many others

indeed had taken up a pasition that they were céllinq for unilateral
action in relatien to the Constitutional position down here in advanc
of getting talks rasumed. What I have said in Bodenstown last Octobe
what I have said in the Dail and indeed whai I repeat here is that

in the event of zr overall agreement that took acecunt of the Corstitut
position of 2oth traditions and that bcth traditions could have

their identity in one way Or ancthe ecagnised to, to their satisfact
that in those circumstances that typs of agresment would be put

to the Irish people both North and South for appraval.

Ona Claffey:

So Articles 2 & 3 may not be fer sale but

they're certainly for

negetiation, is that your position?
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Albert -Reynolds:

I've always said everything will be on the table, that both Censtit:
. positions must be on the table otherwise I can't see how we could
ceme to a resolution, a long-term resolution of the problem if we
don't recognise whae is the real problem, where it started and I
have always said from the first day I was made Taoiseac¢h and that
is that the Goverament of Irsland Act ig a Constituzional poesition
in the North of Ireland and Articles 2 & 3 is the Constitutional
position down here. Wnat we're lecoking for is a balanced Constituti
agreement tThat takes account of both traditions and both identities.

And if the Unionists and the British Government continue to refuse
to negotiate on the Government of Ireland Act does that mean that
Axticles 2 5 3 will not be on the table 0¥ consideration, do they
both have to be on the table simultaneously?

Albert Reynolds:
Well the arrangement as I understand it is that there ave no precond.
to these talks and conseguently I would expect that all sides can

put whatever they want on the table, in othex words if we ask for

a digscussion on the Governmeat of Ireland Act or that the Onionists

a2sk for discussion on Articles 2 & 3 I think both gides are free

tc put their respected views on the table.

Ona Claffey:

But frem your point of view Jdoes the quid dro quo of the Government

cf Ireland Act have to be there befcre Articles 2 & 3 can be there?
L]

Albert Reynolds:

The position is this, is that beth Constitutional positions are

on the table, if somebody says we'rs acing to exclude something

or somebody says there's going tc de a pre-coandition in that then

we are not ¢onforming with the paramaters of the talks as laid down
cn the lst of March or iz March of 1381 and which people have gone
along with and which the British Government have recently said should
be the parameters again for the resumption of talks, no conditions,
nothing is agreed till everything's agreed.

Bamonn Lawlg;}v
The Taoiseach, Albert Reynolds, speaklvg tc On= Claffey in Boston

last night. j ©NAI/DFA/2021/47/27
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