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Ttw "'-' r fol Lowiflg o-ffice. is the 

7/l/'/3 

I. ex l of' t, s l a l e men t l SSUt-.!d l.o 
li.c..LUfilL--il><o'-'v'-'es:.'.,_r_,_r_,._, n'""1,,c,c• ,_,_,__sl�,::,k_,_r_,_, e,..a..,,w,:_,,oc...,fc_�S<c' o,,_.s,u'-'l�l'--''--'A.!...!.f_,_r_· .,_i _,,c_,_,,,.,r_,_,_,_A.,.,___r fll.2-�:inn FCin Prcsi.cJenL Gerry ,\dttms LOdll)' t, e l d et pres'.:. ir, Belfl.lsl ,vher·e t,e r· f:" l eused !t briefing µaper oullirling Lhe vuri.ous connections t,elween lhe loyalist dealt, squads; Brilish lnlelligenc.:e; Briti.sh • At"my Brian Nelson and l he i1nporloli.on of \-1eapons from South 1\f r icc1. 

Mr· Adams uccusec.! o r "hnvi.ng known in advance c,f Lhe arms shi.pments " an,1 of having allowed. lhe weapor,s lo enlef" Lt,e Nor t t, and tH:• di s l r· i b u l P. d. among l t,e var·i.ous loyalisL death squads. 
Mr· Adams said: 
"The arming of Lhe ciec1Lh squt.tds wilh new and modern weapons. ,..,hicfl tlove resulled in oimosl tv,o 

lhe British agencies. 
i s t t, e d i r e c l r· e s po n s i tH l i t y o f government and i Ls i.nteLti.gence

"Mr Mayhew says th.al Lhe Nelson case is over -finlshed. ; l is not. Calhol ics are t,eing stau.ghtercd as; a resull of Nelson and lhe re­arming of lhe loyalists. vie inlend lo conlinue Lo vigorously pursue Lhis issue. 

Sinn Fein Press Centn� 
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Spt...lfl9 <.ll l l 1 t:..• t�r e:.� Con f t.>renc e Mr /\dums Sl:1 i cJ; 
·-

"Yes L l!r dc.1 )' t,c• Br it,sll SecrPlc1ry ot� �;I.all: ror 

impur·led t,y Br·ic1n r.Jelc:,or,. 

Br i l i sr1 I n L c.• I l i SI E.· r1 c P, 

Ccrttlol ics. 

11 The ,node, ri \..,t•i:tpons used 

us-eu 

i. n re<:t:.:nl 

lo 

kill trigs 

i n c l u d i , 1 g l t, E:.· M L l l l o \.., n c:: t� 111e l r· )' Ct l L a c.: k , L he Or nu:! Lr u .  

incJividuc:il and Otdpad·: Bool<lt-s C.t l t. et c.: k �- I and 

k i l l i r, g s, rc,m ll1l:' consi.gnmer,L t.,rought. in b)1 

wilh 

lnlelliger,c<o,. 

the c:tss is L cJr1c.: e of 

"8rilish lnt,.-�l Ligerice and Lhe 

gover·nmer,L kept f u I l y- i nf or·m<.:d 

Nelson':. c�c;livLl.ies 

Uri.Lish 

Grilisli 

of u l l 

? 0 O AK 4- / r· i r le s; 1/0 Bro,vning pislols; around 500 

rragn,-:ntat ion gr £:nlt des; 30,000 of 

ammunil,on und a dozer, RPG 7 rockel launchers. 

"Al Nelson'!::. l rial a ' char- act.er ,..,i Lness' 

Milt.Lary Inlelligence Colonel referred lo as ..J 1 , 

slc1led lhal he wus lhe commander of ;:, Milltar·)' 

lntelliyence Untl in the Nort�, t,elween 1986 and 

1989 and had been responsible ror Nelson. 
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l e I i r, 9 s Lo 

. . . 

., 

Lhta 

crtJ1nl l l e•cJ l h [I l 

IJrlLi,:,h Army GOC 

9 r: v f.• 1uo n L t I L y 

Lhe Nc1rlt1 anU 

olt,er s.er,iur ofricE;?rs. HE! sc1i<l Lhul i.t 

,,ur111al for Nel!;or,' s infor,nalion Lo bi• referred Lu 

it t l he �. u t, r i e I i r, y s. ft,e secret.ury of Sle1le 

Norl/Jerr, Jreli.1ncl wight nlso t,e ir,leresled ir, !. .. uc:h 

, n I or met l i on '. < I ,· i s t, r , mes JO. o l . •Jc > 

"Evidence given in c;ou rt uncover· eel t,y 

j our n a l i. s l s s i n c e l t1 en t, et s r eve o l f::! d L he ex l en L o f 

the imporlolion of wellpons and Lh<rl Colonel 

k.r,e\-1 of l t,cse evenls. 

"Brian Nelson' s. c:t1 se reveD: ls the exLenL 

• J. 

Lo 

\ .... t, i. c.: h L he u r i. L i. $ h 9 0 VI:!,. n me f't L is prepared Lo use 

cover-L _'opl.:!r·al ions nnd. 'i:ounLE:!r 9an9s 1 i. n order Lo 

ccdv;::=nce iLB political ot,jec:Lives in lrelc1nd. 

" I r e i Le r ,, t e my s t r on g l y t, e L cJ be l i ,, f L ha L l he 

re surgence in Loynlisl Uealh squads ct.H) be Lrt1ced 

back to Lhr�e events; 

the founding of Ulster F�esistance t,y lttn 

Paisley. F'uler· Robinson and 0Lt1ers. 

Secondly, tt,e arm i. r,g of lhe Lt, r OU g t, 

i'Jelson1 t,y Uri.Lish lnlelligence. 

the major reliance by loyaliSLS on fhirclly, 

Ori Lish inlet i9ence fit es. sometimes erroneous. 

which are sllll belng leaked. 
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... The 1 ,1 L t v,. e of r;ccli.or1s of L he medio L., 

Lhoroughty lnvesLi.9atE? Lhi.s L!;.sve ts. a source of 

grenL Ul�.quif.•l. 

a99ressiv1.dy chr.1l lt.•nge 

The refusal 

l he Brili!Sli 

or Slll.1-' 

Lhrougt, 

MPs Lo 

t h€" 

Brilist, t-lou!:.£.: of Commons; c,nd the posLLLon <,r t.ht-

(Jubl ir, 90verr,menl Lo largely ignore 

i.ssue; is c:, mntler of rnucr, fruslralion. 

"1 t,e recenl interest in L he links between 

Brili.sh lnt£:llig�nce; South Africa; Nelsor1 anct ttH::! 

Loyt.tlis.l dealh largely occurred 

accidently as et consequ.ence of the BBC inlervlt-�w 

wiLh the curr�nL BriLish Army GOC. 

11Wi.Lsey's positior1 z,rni MayhEH./ 1 S defence of him 

t,as ar, added ec.lg� Lo i t t,ecause Mayhew was 

Attorney Gent!rc1 L al L flt> l l me oi the Nelson L r i t.t l 

Wht::.!fl " sor <.lid dee, l Wet �i struck with Net son to 

protect the British government ctnd Ls 

inlelligence bgencies. 

"Mr Mttyhew says lhe NHLson case is over·. I l is 

noL. When one con!:-.iders Colonel 1 .J I s r e ma r k s i. n 

co u r L i L i s q u i Le c l e et r· t hit t Cu L tl o L i c s are d y i r, g 

increa5,i.ng numtiers because 

government policy Lo re-arn, the 

issue cannoL al loY1ed to 

pursued. 

a £3rLt.ist, 

lo y_a I i s t s. 1his 

be i l must 

"l intend di=-Lril>uling this document lo TDs. 

MPs nnd. MEPs, us \-.•�ll as humon r·ights etgencie':>. We 

will also di st r· i. bu le this document as widely 

internationally as we can. 

©NAI/DFA/2021/47 /85 



• 

British Intelligence: 

Brian Nelson and the Re-Arming 

of the Loyalist Death Squads 
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• 

Brilain' s He-t:tr·mi.nq at Loyal i.st. Decttt, Squ.ods 

lntroductlon 

I nf or· ma l contacls bet \•Jeen loyalisls and South 

Africa were fir·sl estc1t,lished in tt,e mid l?i'0' s 

some for rner· UDR men went there as 
when 
me r c en a r i e s 1 i by l 9t; 9, however, the situation had

changetl considerably· "Lhe /Jrelor-ia ink wit t, l he 

httS been de,,e l aped over some 
UI. sl er men 

considerable Lime and was (sic) a we/ 
\! 

._,slabl ished 

l wo-1,1ay :.1 rc1rf i. C ". z 

Tt,� starling poi.nl ror· this new relatiunst,i.p 

,.,as tt,e visi.L to Belfa:;l in 1905 of a 4.H year· old 

ex-mercl",anl seciinan or·i.ginally fr-om Por·tado\.,..n, 

i-,ad gone Lo live ir, Soulh Afri.ca3• 

who 

Dick Wr·ight' so Ulster c onnections made him a 

useful i. n t e ,- ff1(:"? d i. a r y he wos t.he uncle of Al11n 

Wright, Leader of the Ulster Clubs and co-f·ounder 

o �-f _ _:U;..:..I ,::s_· L:...,::e __ ,_· _.;.F_( e=-"s----i ..:s:..· ::..t..:a_n_:c:..
e::..,_· __ , I e was a L so a" a � en t 

stat.e-ownE.id company wh«:h, 

for 
i. n 

Ar·mscor. the 

defiance of the 1977 Un lled Nations arms emt,arg o , 

set at,out mc.tki.ng South Afr·ica self-sufficient in 

milllary hardwure. 

W i t h i. n a <.1 e c ad e i L had made l he c o u n t. r y on P o f 

\-.'Or' l d I s Lop ten arms export ers. � I t was

particularl)' anxious lo acqui.re a missile sysLem 

supplying 

for use in Angola and Namibia. Israel (,ahLch had 

gi.ven Soulh Africa its start in the arm bu.si.ness. 

for missi Les. and sma l L 

arms),; -,as equally keen l o get det.ai ls of the� most 
dei.�ns sh i. ps 1 

advanced mLssile available the Starslreak being 

de v e l op e d by Shor· t s L r, Be l fas l • 
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W r i g h l v t � L L e d l he t1 o me t n f ll s. t B �--! t r as l o t ci 

seoLOr UDA leader <.,nd offerPd o s. up p I y guns; l t, e 

urcJer would have Lu t,F-? wor Ltt ul lt-•C:t�,l o quurler· ut 

ta million pounas, but mi�.sil� p�,rts or plc-1n•. woutrJ 

he an at. c e p Lu b l E.' a l L c r r, a l i v +-- t u <- t,-; t 1. "' 

lt,., offter l f.tker, s�r· l nu-. .. t y t,y t t,e UD/1 
/ .John McMic;tu,t"l senl 

/ Nelson Lo Sou L h 

[3rLiHl 

possll,i ily of a uetd.' 

fhe cr·owds t.rav<..·l l '':.I r rc,n, R<•l t d£;l L ,, .... t,n<..<or, 

faer l h<;! wt:-ek er,d 

V Mc.Gu, gun/Peclroza f i ghl 

o1 //(; .June for lhe 

/ 

fir·st purl of Nelson'-=-

provtdcct 

_1 o u ,- n f: y . ' 

c:uver 1 or the 

conuilion,, of Lhe deal offered t,y tn"' host becam•· 

d<�cidedly more atlrnct.lve: Lt\e loy{'tlLSL':t were t.o 

,,upply Suulh /\f,·lcan agenl.s ,,,,lh s<,•c.rels or µar·ts 

lf pos,;il>le « complele fH,orts n,,-,s;,l" system -

in r·�turn for a subslanliul fil1tpmenl of arms. ttnd 

1 �nunce of up lo t .. mill ton "' 

Dick Wr,ght as /\r·m!,cor c19enl , epr e,,ented Lr,e 

Soulli 

Stern, 

African slNLC ancJ i.n /',pr l DHntet 

a Soul h AfrL<.un Diplomr,t \..JttS c1mor1y Lhose 

nrrcstecJ 

L eC1ders. 

l n Par· is w,Lh Lhree Ulster Resistance 

In 1�)65. Brian Nelson had been u Briti.!='�h ugent 

f or· at l ea s I. 1 0 )'en r '=' .  Offlc,ai kriowledge of lhe 

neg o L l at l ons may t, ave gone f l1 r be yo r, d t he rep or t s 

of Nelson un hi.s rcLurn. P r l v" l q _ _f.Y. e c. L a , me d , n 

February 199? lhal Nel.,ori' s vis,it t,ad been cl1•ared 

nol only by the M,nistry ot 

unnamed. government 1ni.nister. 

- 3 -

Defence t•ut t,y an 
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• 
fhe D.P.P 1 •; deal w1Lr-1 Nelsor1 c.tl 1,is lrLctl wets 

1nlended Lo <:-•r,su.re thot no 11,colior, would be rnt1de 

0 f e i. t t, t.' r l t, e V i. S i l O , .  L h c • mi r 1 i b lJf,1 r , (lr, 1'}87 a 

U.S. Slule Deparlrnent re>port named Br1ltt1n a5 one 

of lhe courilr ie�. wt11ch hnJ v,otdlcd lt,e: U. N. ctrms 

emt,argo). '� 

ln Jur,e llJ87 the rot,bLns ot lhe NorliH:"rr, Bank 

j/f'[ Porlctdown provided the 111or,cy 

Vu head t I 50, 000 or the 1'300, 0�0 

$pent on Soulh At r l cttn 

l,1ken ,n lhe 

r 1, is 

lo go 

ruid 

more -..,eupnnry lhan I.he UOA could handle, 

t,ovght 

so l t.e 

UVF and Ulsler Resi�.lance werf, made 'partners' in 

lhe t::r1t'erpr·L=i,1=. A lup seLret unil r·esponsit>t£� for 

developing channels of co1nmunicali.on or1 behcsti oi 

several loylll1sl groups w,.1s. SHL up. 

Hoy Melcfllfe, a of lhc unit. 

represented Ulster Resislt1nce in lhe negolial ,ons. 

When he and Thon1tts GLD<:,tH, ,...,er·e tater mu.r·dered. the 

organlsalion claimed Ltu:,l lhc."' y ha<i b�en 1 set up' 

t,y Br ,Li5h Jnlelligence. ' 4 

F1nal ttr·rar,gements wer� ntctd.e in f>pce1nber 1987. 

Military lnlelligence hdd beer, infor·med by Br,an 

Nelsun uf development,:, d l ever-)' of l he 

pr oc.eedi ng!:.; he pass•�d on al L 

slage 

l he del ails 

including tile melhod lo t,e used to &rnuggle ,n the 

weapons. ':-;. 

Al l t,e 

Lebnnese 

No t1clion was tuken. 

pr,d of December· 19t,7f�• \a 

i ntermed, ary employed • E>y l he U. S.--5 

deul,:,r wo,·king for Lhe South Africaris, dispatched 

" huge consignment of orms which Landed without 

diff,cully ,n January 1988 ,,omewhere along tr,e Co 

Down coasl. ' 7 200 AK 4-7 aulomdlic 

500 

rifles, 90 

Browning pistols, around f r· a g men l a l i on 

grena<.1es 1 30,000 rounds of ammu.nLlion and lt do2en 

RPG-7 rocket l au.nchers di &appeared without l race, 
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• 
Lhe haul having apparently 

.... 

t,een di.vi..Ued into· three 

parts shortly afler its arrival'�. 

I f" Uiscovered.1 the ar·ms would nol have 

revealed Lt,eir true or·igin; many ,ve r f! Czech-made 

weapons initially used. by tt,e PLO in Let,arion wt,ere 

lhey had been cc::tplured Uy lti<� l=,raelis and sold to 

Armscor 1 9

The shipmen} had beer, 

negligence, misl8ke or oversighl. 

let in lhrough 

The decision to 

all ow i l lo go ahead had been ta ken (pr· esumab l y al 

the higt,esl levels) montt,s t,efore. 

in a prison journal: 

Nelson states 

In 1987 I was discussing with my /Jandler Ronnie the South African 

operation when he told me that because or the deep suspicion t/Je 

seizure would have aroused, to protect me it had been decided to 

let the f'irst shipment into the country untouched."" 

Since Ne lson had been ir,volved in selling up lt,e 

UOA' s Lransport system, t,e knew Lt,e location of the 

farmhouse where lhe weapons would t,e slored. 

In Januar·y 1988 Davy Payne, 

arr·ested 

rifles, 

outside 

rockets 

Porladown 

and handguns 

as 

portion of the shipment. Al Lhe 

UDA Brigadi er was 

he tr·unsporled 60 

rno�.t of the UDA's 

l i. me the ·8rresl was 

allribuled lo good luck and keen observation. Pay ne 's 

arrest drew al lent ion Lo U l sl er Resistance a 

telephone number written in Payne's hand turned oul 

lo be lhal of Noel Little, a civil servant, forme r 

member of the UDR and close associate of" Ian Paisley 

and Peter Robinson (Lillle had stood for the DUP as a 

candidate in local government eleclions). 

Little was warned on two or thr·ee occasions that 

he was under surveillance••. Even his questioning and 

release wllhoul char·ge di LI not 

Resistance' s attempts lo negotiate 

- 5 -

inlerrupl 

with the 

Ulste r 

South 
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• 
Afrlcctns. The Sltlrslreok, being ·�developed under 

t:225 mil ,on MinisLry of Defence conlracL at ShorLs 

was whal Lhe SouLh Africans wanted. 

A fully operaLLonol uniL had been on display unlil 

a few hours before a ra,d in 198'/ ir, wh,ch Utsler 

ResisLance had stolen 

coincidence 

.Jave l in 

did exLraordinory 

su.spicions; Liltle' s queslioning 

wt-:-re ignored and lhree Ulsler 

ai. ming 

not raise 

The 

any 

Lhe 

Re�islance 

warni.ngs 

members 

Lravel led 

Afr·icans, 

Lo Paris 

hatl 

Lo negotiate with lhe Soulh 

already made a down payment of 

t:50, 000. 

They were offering 
• 

L hough nol oper·aL i ona l 

not only lhe par ls (which 

could. be used -f

or resear·ch 

purposes> t,ut expertise in firing Lhe 1,eapons one 

of' lhe Lhree Samuel Quinn was a senior NCO in lhe 

Utsler· Air Defence Regiment of lhe Territorial Army. 

He lrai.ne<.J recr-uils l n lhe use of 

One or Lile ,.ea pons offered missile. 

Africans was a dummy Blowpipe, 

Newlownc,rds, where Quinn served. 

In Apr i l 1 989, Lhe three Noel 

Qu.inn and James King were arresteu 

wilh arms dealer Douglas Bernhardt 

Af ,· i can diplomat, Daniel Storm. 

lhe 

to 

Blowpipe 

the 

stolen 

Lill le, 

South 

from 

Samuel 

in Paris along 

and a South 

Storm claimed diplomatic immunily and was expelled 

f r o m F r an c e . A d i p l o ma l i c r ow b l e w u p bul there was 

more noisE, lhan genuine surprise on the part of the 

,Britisl, au.l hor i. ties, 1vho were '4e l l aware of 

BernhardL' s a:clivi.Lies. A naturalised American 

citizen, born in Soulh Africa married to an 

Englishwoman, he had operated a gun dealership 'Field 

Arms' in Mayf'air for 3 years i t had received 

assistance from Lhe Department of EmoloymenL••. 

- 6 -
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• 
Tt,e securily services knew of Bernhar·dl' s loyalisl 

connections; LI iey knew he was the US dealer involved 

in Lhe January 1988 arms shipment. fhey would also 

have been aware thal Armscor agent D,ck Wright had 

been employed as a marketing execullve by Field 

Arms' Noel Little laler admitted that he had known 

Dick Wr-ight for 'quite a few years'""". 

No 

made. 

request for the 

Although tt,e 

extradilion of the 

Swi..ss aulhorilies 

three 

began an 

investigation of 

leasing company 

Bernhardt' s Geneva-based container­

Age n c i a U t I c a, t t, e B r I t i s t, made• no 

r·eques_t for an examination of Bernhardt or his 

company 2 ""'·. T t,e Ulster Resistance membt!:rs were 

released on bail. The British governmenl expelled the 

three Soulh /',frlcan embassy personnel. Allhougt, lhe 

Foreign Office emphasised thal lhey had t,een chosen 

al random, il musl have been Just another coincidence 

that one of lhem Jonalhon (Elleo,nel Fourie who was 

considered lhe eyes and ears' of the London embassy 

had worked as a journullst i.n Norlhern Ireland in the 

1970's2 "'. 

Two lhlrds oi· the arms shipment landed 

knowledge of 

coast a l most 

the olher 1 /3 

Brlt,sh Intelligence 

five years ago remains 

wus se l. zed al a rocrd 

with the 

on L he Co 

unac c o.!!.O,.t ed 

Che Ck po in l. 

f u l l 

Down 

for 

The of i. ls arrival, however, are 

unmistakable. In 1 985 the UDA and UVF Loe lween l hem 

killed only Lhree people. Slnce January 1988 more 

Lhan •160 people have been killed by loyalisls. The 

AK 47 assault. rifles were used in lhe ktlllng of five 

men at the Ormeau Road Bookmaker's shop in 1-'ebr·uary 

1992; and Lhe klllings ln 

in 

in 

Murray' s 

December 

MI l l town 

bookies on 

1 992; Michael 

Cemetery in 

Belfast" s Cllftonville road 

Slone attacked the mourners 

March 1988 with Russian-made RPG s splinter grenades 

- 7 -

©NAI/DFA/2021/47 /85 



.. 

• 
and a Br·owning pislol from .... l t, e same orms 

consi.gnment 2
� .

The weapons created a secure base for a renewed 

<and indefinitely sustainable) campa,gri o-f lethal 

violencc- by loyalist param,lilttry groups. I f h l ,. 

handler' s exµlanalion LS lo be l.Je-lieved, Uri.an Nelson 

must have been an exlroordi.nctrlly valuable agent: if 

his sttfety had Lo be paid for in hundreds of l i. ves. 

How many more 

have 

Uri.an Nelson's does 

the 

Bri.lL�h 

Intel igence operal,ng 

loyalist paramilitary groups. 

The; above 

Loyal isl/Bril ish 

chronicles 

inle l l i gence 

How many 

lhen? 

olher st1ipments have 

Sources 

l. 

3. 
4-. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10 
11 

I r· i s h Ne WS 2 6 . 0 4-. B '/ 
Observer 30. 04-. 89 
Irish News 12. 12. 89 
Sunday Times 30. 04-. 89 
Sunday Times 30. 04-. 89
Independent 22. 10. 91
Sunday Tribune 23. 04-. 89
Sunday fribune 22. 01. 89 
I r i s h T i mes l 7 . 0 7 . 9 2 
Ir·isl i News 11. 01. 92
Irish News 10. 02. 92
Sunday Times J0. 04-. 89 
Sunday fribune 1?. 01. '12 
Irish News 28. 11. 89

wi.lhi.n var l ous 

one episode of 

gw,-runn i ng activity. 

been secured since 

1 2 
13 
1 4-
15 
16 
1 7 
18 
1 9 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24-
25 
26 

Panorama quoting B Nelson' s journal 
Independent 29. 10. 91 
Irish Times 18. 03. 88
Sunday Tribune 12. 01. 92
Irish News 26. 04-. B9

Nelson' s journal 
1 2. 1 ?. 89 

Panorama 
Irish News 
Sunday Times 
Irish News 
Sunday Times 
Independent 
I r i s t, T i me s 

30. 04-. 89
30. 04-. 89

30. 04-. 89
06. 05. 89
17. 07. 92
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