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oLd The attached letter was circulated yahtgrday by Senator Dodd
to a number of his colleagues in the Senate in respect of the
human rights situation 1in Northern Ireland. While only
Senators Kennedy and Kerry have sig?ed the actual copy we
received, I understand that the other ten senators listed will
more than likely add their signatures to the letter.

|

2. The timing of the latter is significant given that Prime
Minister Major is meeting President Clinton tomorrow. The
letter unequivocally denounces the IRA but goes into some
detail on human rights abuses by the 'British security forces
in Northern Ireland. |

3. Particular issues addressed in the lettar are the usa of
lathal force, the operation of the Emergency Provisions act
and the Prevention of Terrorism Act, and the Erian Nelson
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case. The letter acknowledges that some positive, if belated,
steps have however been taken by the British Government to end
some previous injustices.

The letter urges President Clinton to raise the human rights
situation with the British Prime Minister. In a broad
reference to the Envoy issue, the letter states "we appreciate
your many statements in support for peace and reconciliation
in Northern Ireland, such as your suggestion that the United
states send an Envoy to help mediate a political solution to
the conflict".

I understand that the Irish Times and London Independent will
feature this letter prominently in view of Prime Minister
Major's visit here.
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CONRECTRUT

Rnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DT 208 10-0702

February 22, 1993

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear My. Pregident:

We are writing to urge you to raise the subject of human
rights in Northerm Izeland during your upcoming vislt with British
Prime Mi{nister John Major.

We appreciate your many statements in support of peace and
reconciliation in Northern Ireland, such as your suggestion that
the United States send an envoy 0 help mediate a political
soluticn to the conflict. Indeed, it is our hcpe that such
statements presage a significant change in U.S. policy towazd
Northern Ireland. Wwith over 3,000 dead in "the Troubles" since
19689, such a change is urgently needed,

We continue to candemn the violent actions of the Irish
Republican Army, a clandestine paramilitary organization that has
waged a relentless and bloody war against British rule in Ulster.
The ruthless tendencies of the IRA were underscered once again in
the past few months, in the course of a violent bombing campaign
during the holiday shopping seeason.

But another element in the confljet stands out as deeply
tzoublings the continuing human rights abuses of the Britisnh
security forces. These abuses, long documented by the State
Department and organizations like Amnesty International and
Helsinki Watch, have only served to fual and extend the conflict.
We believe the hour has come for the United States to end its loag
tradition of silence on thig very importaunl subject.

Parhaps the most serious charge of human rights abuse in
Northern Ireland concerns the use of lethal force. The actions of
security forces continue to suggest a de facto “shooteto-kill"
policy, such as the recent shooting of an i§-year-old Catholic
youth, Peter McBride, while he was reportedly running away from

olice. According to human rights monitors ia Belfast, there have
een 358 killings by security [uices sinc¢e 1969 but only 33
officers echarged for such killings =-- and only two convicted.

Grave concerns have also been raised about the protectivn of
civil liberties in Northern Ireland. _Uander the Emergency
Provisions Act and the Provention of Terrorism Act, for example,
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The President
Pebruary 22, 1993
Page Two

authorities have wide discretion Lo make arrests witheut a warrant
and to detain suspects. In addition, the use of jury triale can
be suspended in certain cafes and & suspect’s right to remaln
silent is often limited. These practicas are in ¢lear violation
of accepted international standards.

Finally, there have been serioug allegations of collusion
between British security forces and Loyalist paramilitary factions
such as the Ulster Defence Aassociation and the Ulster volunteer
Force. These allegations were brought to light by the recent case
of Brian Nelson, a British army agent who was accused of giving
UDA cfficials detailed military intelligence that was later used
to carry out attacks on suspected IRR members. In the last two
decades, Loyalice paramilitary groups have accounted for roughly
800 deaths, including 38 of the B4 terrorism-related killings
recorded in 1992.

We recognize that the British Government has taken some
Ensitive, if belated, steps to end Some previous injustices in
orthern Ireland. We note, for example, the overturning of the
wrongful convictions of the “Guildford Four" and the "Birmingham
Six," elong with the cstablishment of a Rayal Commission to
examine thée¢ justice system. However, recent events such as the
shooting of Peter McBride and the Brian Nelson episode raise
serious questions about the commitment of British security fcrces
to true and lasting reform.

In shozt, we look to the British Government to take furthexr
steps to improve the human rights ¢limate in Nerthern Ireland --
and we look to the Clinton Administration to encourage those
changes. We value the long-held friendship between the United
States and Great Britain, and we are committed to seeing that
friendship endure. But we believe this "special zelationship"
algo carries with it a special responsibility: to engage in an
henest. and forthright manner with one another about the protection
of human rights and the preservation of civil liberties.

We have no illusions about the conflict in Northern Ireland or
the many violent, disparate foxces that shape it. But of cne
thing we are utterly confident: the discussion on human rights in
Ulster must not be removed from the political dialogue. British
human rights abuses may not be the sole cause of the viclénce in
Narthern Treland. But zeform of those abuses, in our view, must
be an integral part of the solution.
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We hope you will keep this principle in mind during your
upconing meeting with Prime Minister Major. We appreciate your
attention to our concerns and your longstanding interest in the
difficult question of Northern Irsland, and we loock forward to
working with you in the future on this very important issue.

Sincerely,

CHRISTOPHER J. 000D
United States Senator

PAUL SIMON
United States Senator

PAUL WELLSTONE RUSSELL D. FEINGOLD
United States Senator United States Senator

HARLAN MATHEWS ALFONSE M. D'AMATO
United States Senator United States Senator

HARRIS WOFFORD DANIEL, PATRICK MOYNIHAN
United States Senator United States Senator
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