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"IRISH-AMERICANS FOR CLINTON/GORE" 
STATEMENT QF PVJU>QSE 

February 1993 

Irish-Americans for Clinton/Gore (IACG) was created in 1992 in an effort 
to mobilize the support of Irish-Americans and others concerned with hish 
issues. Its members areforendingthe senseless violence in Northern Ireland and 
replacing it with peace, justice, and econonµc oppo�ty, for fair American 
immigration laws for the Irish, a11d increased cooperation between the Republic 
of Ireland and the United States. 

Co..chairs of the IACG axe former Connecticut Congressman Bruce Mom.­
son and Boston Mayor Raymond L Flynn. 

The blueprint for IACG is Bill Clinton's letter to Bruce Morrison and the 
Irish•American community on October 23, 19� where, in addition to opposing 
terrorism and violence of any kind, he outlines the following: 

. Appointment of a Special Envoy to Northern Ireland 

. Elimination of fore-ign interference in the American Judicial system 

. Attention to human rights abuses in �orthem Ireland . 

. Continuation of visa opponuruties for Irish citizens and 

. Support of the MacBride Principles and economic investment in Ireland. 

Since November 1992 the IACG has solicited input from elected officials, 
policymakers and diplomats, academicians1 human rights advocates, and busi­
ness people on the best way to contnoute to anAmerican policy of peace, justice, 
and economic development in Northern Ireland. The IA.CO is hopeful that a 
renewal of the peace talks in Northern Ireland will include every point of view, 
and will result in a resolution which is ultimately determined and endorsed by 
all of the people of Ireland. 

The IACG is not affiliated with any other organi7.ation. Its role is to fa­
cilitate the genuine good will of all Americans who believe in a just resolu­
tion of the problems besetting the Irish and the Irish-American communities. 

--Qr� l 
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For the. past ciecadCt Irisb•Americans have united around the ne6C1 for a Special 

Envoy to Northern Ireland, an area suffering from one of the world's most ancient ani­

mosities, with its focal point of disp\ue vacillating among soverei.gn nations{Cfeat-Brit­

afn and Ireland), national identities (British� Irish) and religions (ProteStant and 

Catholic). 

Mindful of the �nstructive role that F.nvo,s have played in mediating disputes that 

appear illtractable -from the Middle East and Vietnam to South Africa and Bosnia -

Irish-Americans believe that the United States, given its special alliance v.-ith Great Brit­

ain and Ireland. can spearhead a purposeful series of negotiations leading to an agreeable 

resolution of issues that divide North.em Ire�d. 

This role is consistent with the larger global responsibility which the United States 

and the United Nations have assumed in the PoSt-Cold War era: to mediate ethnic and 

political strife throughout the world. Increasingly, elect:ed officials, factional leade:s, 

clergy, physic.al force proponents and ordinary citiffl!S are sitting d� together - often 

through the influence of the United States- attempting to breakpolitiw deadlocks that 

drain the economic, cultural, and social vitality of these nations. 

Northem Ireland. with a history of :failed.initiatiVes, stalled peace talks, and the 

c:rude violence of rage, is poised for redemption from the failures of history. Its people 

yearn for a mechanism which holds the promise of peace, justice, and rcconcilliation. 

The United States, charged with the task of helping to ggide global reeonstmc:tic,n. 
7 can provide the framework, expertise. and commitment required to begin the process of 

peace in Northem lt'eland. A Special Envoy is the mechanism to begin thiS task in ear-

nest. 

-�r .. ai-..-------------------- 4 
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• IL MISUSE AND ABUSE OF THEAMERICAN JUSTICE SYSTEM

ToeAme:tieanjustice system, as it relates to the Ir:isb, amst be de-politicized and 

ieturned to its constitutional function of enforcing American law and dispersing equal 

justice under the Jaw. It is widely perceived in the Irish American c:omnnmity that the 

U.S. State Department is overly influenced by and responsive to the British aovermnent, 

an influence which bas unfairly and unjustly targeted IrishAmericans for pe�oa. 

The recent comrnunication from the British Bmbassy to the State Department's 

Under.Secretary for Political Affairs, regarding the Jim Symth case, is but one example of 

interference by a foreign government in the U.S. judicial system. The revocation of 

Symth 's bail, despjte the fact that no Irish defendant has $<.:0nded in twenty yeas, is 

dlaracteristic of the zeal with which State Department officials respond to cases involv­

ing Irish prisoners. 

The Symth case is not an isolated incident, but tather is part of a pattern which 

includes misuse of grand juey subpoenas, intimidation of tmdocainented aliens, and al­

most continuous personal and electronic sur..-eillance of segmems of the Irish-American. 

community. 

On one documented occasion, personnel from Northern Ireland's Royal Ulster 

Constabulary were physically present in New York with FBI agents to harass and intimi• 

date an undocumented alien, Kevin Corrigan,. in an effort to rec:rwt him as an informer fot 

the FBI/RUC (details available). 

Numerous Irish-Americans and Irish citizens� been arrested or detained in a 

concerted partnctShip between the U.S. State Department and tho British Govcnunmt 

(details available). 

11111 ...... , ... �--------------------
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During the Presidential �paign, Bill Clinton i ated that he would not interfere 

with the Judlciial branch of government, and .further. t at he would have allowed Joe 
Dobtrty to have the bearing repeatedly ordered for hi1 by the federal courts. Prcsi�cnt 

Clinton can satisfy his own campaign pI�ges and a f ndamental concern ot the Irish. 

American community through ·the following actions: 

• c.e.�sation of the p�tsc�irnon of Irlsh-Am_crica iS by the careful sele(!tion_ of State
and 1\lstice Dcpartmenl leaders

• Respond to direct teq�ests from th� British gc ,emment for the State Departmeot
to undertake costly and �netntrated investigati ns oflaw-abidingAmcricans and

. .. . 
Irish aliens by giving V $. c:rim inaI justice cone ms priority 

• Rene1otiat!on of the USNK Supplementary • 'ttradJtion Treaty to reflect Ameri­
can {deals and prlncipl�, and to effectuate the lpatriation otWiUiam Quinn

• Request the British g�vetnment to grant cred to Joe Doherty for the nine years

of imprisonment he served in 11,e U.S. at the� est of'the British govcrmnent.

©NAI/TSCH/2021/95/13 
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m. BOMAN RIGHTS IN NORTHERN IRELAND

Human rights abuses in Northern Ireland, cspcdally by the British government and 

security forces, are a major cause for conccm among Irlsh-Amcricans.Anwnber of 1e• 

spected agencies, incl11dingAmnesty Intemational, the Helsinki Conmen� and the 

European Court fur Human Rights, bave documeilted these abus§, especially� the 

past 25 years. Yet the Stau Department's annual report, Cow,try Rq,,ons on Human 

Rights Practices, continually understates and mfnimizts these abuses, This suggests that 

the tl.S. government docs not C,ODSider the problems in Northern Ireland documented by 

responsible human rights agencies to be equal to those of other nations. 

A more specific, comprehensive, and detailed profile of Northern Ireland's haman 

rights abuses must as a matter of :intema.tional equity be documented by the State Depart­

ment reports. addte$Sing the following issues� 

• Extracting confessions by torture and emotional stress

• Altering or withholding material evidence

• Using one-judge, no jury courts (Diplock)

• Using paid perjllrers

• Employiq a shoot•to-kilI policy by SCQ:lrity forces

• Using plastic bullets

* Excessive strip searching of women prisoners

• Collusion between secwity forces and. loyalist parcmrllitaries

• Threatening and intimidating lawym.

©NAI/TSCH/2021/95/13 
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The proliferation of abusive security operations violate the civil ?jgbts of Nortbem 

Ireland citizens: destructive house searches without warrants; holclinzptiscmers incom­

municado without benefit oflegal coumel for up to seven days; situating spy posts in 

nationalist locales; and harassing womrs engaged in political activities. 

Finally, the United States must apply in an OUtspokeu and CVCDhanded manner its 

policy regarding human rights standards throughOllt the world. This policy. if applied 

unequivcx:ally, will tcillforce the need for fttndamenlal changes in how Northern ircland 

is governed, and will ease the perception which Irish-Americans have that the State De. 

partment is an indifferent observer to the hwnan rights problems in Northern Ireland. 

©NAl(JSCH/2021/95/13 
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Iv. �GRAnON S'L\NDARDS FOR THE IRISH 

The plight cf Irish immigrants living :illegally in the United States dmina the �was largely abated through the Donnelly and Morrison visa programs, which set aside
thousands of visa slots for the Irish.

The Clinton Administration should encourage the i:najor effort now tmderway to
extend the Morrison Visa program t>e}"end its three year li:au� which ends in 1993.

In a .separate vein, the Irish-American COilllllunity is distulbed that a number af
prominent Northern Ireland leaaers, notably but not exclusively from Sinn Feint havg
consistently been denied Visas to visit the U.r.ited States. Despite recent amendments ta
the United States Immigration Act, spedficaJly the FrankAmendme.nt to the Immigration·
Act of 1990, denial of entry to the United States on ideological grounds is still �ing used
to bar Northern Ireland citizens.

Visa denial on ideological grounds is contrary to the Free Speech principiea of the
United States. It also deprives U.S. citizens of their right to hear differing points of View.
The policy of exclusion of Irish activists has even extended to depri\'ing members of
Congress from hearing such individuals. Absent a threat of unlawful activities in the
United States, there is no justifiable reason to deny these people visas.

The Clinton Administration is urged to uphold the spirit and letter of the law. as
defined in the Immigration Act of 1990.

©NAJ1TSCH/2021/95/13 
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Since 1985, Ie�Iation has been enacted in.13 Statel and over three dozen muuici­

paliti� requiring pemi011 fund investments and public entities to adhue to the �ride

Principles. Similar legislation is �ing in a� of jurisdictions and in the U.S. 

Congres.5. UnlI'ke the anti-apartheid movement, the MacBride campaiJn does not call for 

U.S. corporate divestment from Northern Ireland. Investment is. encouraaed provided 

stri� anti�on standards are upheld. Increased investment is an important 

component of any effort to promote employment equality. 

• ihe MacBride Principles -consisting of nine fair employment. affinnatiVe action

principles. ate a �orate code of cottduct for U.S. companies doing business in North­

ern Ireland. Statistics from Northern Ireland's Fair Employment Commission (FEC) 

confimt that Catholics are two and one-half times m.orc likely to be unemployed than 

Protestants in Northern Ireland, a ratio that r�nt FEC reports show has not dumsed ove 

the past decade. • ', 
Tbe MacBride campaign has focused the attention of tbe British and Irish govcm­

ments on the need for change in this area and was instrtunental in persuading the British 

government to adopt a stronger anti-discri:rohmiou statute in 1989. However., current 

British law does IlOt permit the futl-blooded affimlative action which has been successful 

in promoting broader economic participation among women and minorities in the U.S., 

and which is necessary if employment inequalities are to be adequately redrcued. The 

Clinton Administration, as a matter of policy, should support stamtory chaqes in. the 

Northern Ireland Fair Employment Act to allow for sach aftimlativc action along the lines 

suggested by the British Labour Party. 

&Ilk-'-.. �------:--------------- ...... 
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In additiou. the Administration should examine the actions of two tJ.S, agencies 

who have impeded the ratification of the MacBrlde Principles: 

�016 

• Since 1985, the State Department has lobbied inteDsively against city, �tate. and

federal enactment of MacBtide Principles legislation. This lobbying must cease. 

• In a recent change in policy, the Securlties and Bxchaoge_Comm.ission bas held

that shareholders no longer can put resolutions dealing with equal employment Oppo:tu• 

nity matters 011 corporate annual general meeting ballo� .. SEC officals have indicated

that shareholder adiv:ism specifically relating to Northern Ireland is a target of tliis new 

policy. The ClintQnAdministration's SEC apPOintees m1m act to restore fundamental 

In addition to the MacBride Principles, the ClintonAdmini5t:ation can take a num­

ber of positive steps to help ensure that economic development takes place in. both parts 

of Ireland. . , 

• Reform the international Fund For Ireland (IFI) so that it more cffec:tively stimu-

lates job a-cation in both communities and among both traditions in. Northern Ire­

land. Political screening of IFI grant applications must be abolishedt and a ri&ht of 

appeal must be established. The Clinton Administration Sh!)uld state_ its wfllmgness 

to increase the U.S. contn'bution to IFI above the cmrcnt $20 million a year if thcte 

is accompanying political progress toward pea�justi� and reconc:iliadon. 

• Support economic investment in Irish inbastructure projects whi<:11 have the goal

of more closely integrating the economies of n<lrth and south, and preparfna the

island economy to compete effectively in the single market of the New £mope.

-----

------------
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• Support proposals to create a Belfast.Dublin economic corridor to provide an

additional stimulns for growth. 

. • Urge our allies in the £uropean comm.unity to target increased. stNc:tural mod 

money to Ireland, North and South, to enbanee. crc,ss.bordet economic proa,ess. 

------------------------u
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