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In che pasc nine days, 24 people have been killed in the 
escalating violence i� Northern Ireland. All of us who hope for a 
peacef�l settlel':'lenc of the co.�fliet in that tragic land warG 
shocked an� outraged a� the latest atrocities which the terrorists 
on both sides hav� eamnieted. 

On Saturday, Octo� 23, the Ill carried. out a savage bOil".bing 
of a !ish shop o� t�e Shankill Road, a Protescant area of Belfast. 
One of �he 10 �eople mur�ered in that bo�ing was Le�e Murray, a 
thi�tee� year old Protescan� g�rl who had gone there to shop for 
her mother. Her story was told on an espaeially poign.u.t aegrne�t 
of ABC's •wcrld News Tonight• last week. 

Wha� ig especially heart-bre�kir.� abo�t Le�e•s deach is 
that her young life was already a hopef�l example of the 
possibility of �eace in Northern !reland. In her own way, she was 
breakin� through the sectarian divide whic:h serves no PU-""POSa but 
to breed hate and mistrust between the Protestant and Catholic 
traditions of Northern Ireland. 

Laar.ne spent the suwner of 1993 in the United States as part 
of a progrL� to brin; Catholic �nd Protestan� children together. 
While here in thi• country, she became friends wi�h Roisin 
Coulter, a Catholic girl, who is also from Belfast and whom Lean.�e 
was unlikely �Q meet in t�• divided condition of Northern Ireland 
coday. But these two young girls became friend.!! in the United 
States ar.d now one of the;n has died. 
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Gina Murray, L�e•s ��ther, put it eloqu•ntly when she 
said: M!f people could be like Roisin an� Lean.�e, it would be a 
becce= �lace. Leanne would still be here.• I hope all those 
involved in t�is senseless violence will hear Mrs. Murray's words 
and heed them. 

Tragically, the atrocity co=itted by the IRA has been 
answered with ec:rua�ly inexcusab1� Killing• of Catholica by 
Protestant paramilitary groups seeking revenge. Last Saturday, 
seven people were killed when these paramilitariss 
indiacri:r�na�ely cpened fi&e on a Hallow•en pa:-ty in a bar not far 
from :Derry. 

Despite this lates� surge i� :he viol•nce :hat bas scarred 
Northern Ireland for so long, there are hopeful signs based on 
r•cent peace initiatives. 

On October 27, Ireland's Foreign Minister, �ick Spri�q gave 
ar. impor�an� 3peech seecing oue six principles for peace in 
Nor:hern Irele.nd. on October 29, British Prime Minister John 
Major and !rish Prime Mir.iscer Albert Reynolds met i� Brussels �d 
pledged to renew the peace process. On Oc;cber 30, President 
Clinton issued a statement condemning the violence and reiterating 
che U:uted States' willingness to support •�!ore■ co brir.g P••ce 
to Nor�hern Ireland, And yesterday, Pri.l!le Minister Major 
announced that te will be meeting -- in the near future -- with 
gacr. of che conscitueio��l par�y l�aders in Northern Ireland. I 
welcome all of =hese efforts. 

Mr. s,ring•s speech is a timaly and eloquan� articulation o= 
what is required co move toward peace in Norther� Ireland a.�d: 
�omrnand his efforts to bring an •nd to the bloodshed. Hi� 
statement recognizes that the sta:us of Northern Ireland should 
not be alte�ed without the consent of the majority of tha people 
in Northern !relcnd. That mea�5 no oh&ngs will occur without the 
concurrence o� the unionist cotmNnity. Mr. spring also opens the 
door to the real possibility that the Rep�lic of Ireland will 
rU\Ove trom its constitution •· at the appropriate til'lle -- those 
parts which l•y claim to Northern Ireland. Re also calls for an 
inunediate e�d to the viol•nce. Only by laying dO\lm their guns �nd 
bol?lbs can those now e�gaged in violence beco�e part of the a•arch 
for peace. 

These recene developments offer rays of hope as the search 
for P••c• goes on. The appalling recent violence is not a 
permanent setback. I urge those on all sides who seek peace to 
redouble cheir efforts, and I a.� co�fident �hae the United States 
stands ready to hslp in any way possibl•. 
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-,�----
- ·1·we1come the efforts of Iriah·Prime Minister Albert Reynold• and

Britiah Prime Miniatu John �jor to =•invigorate the
naqotiationa for puce in Nort.�ern Irelan�. I join t.�eir
conciem.nation of tha �a• ot viol&?lca !or political anda and
auonqly support their co:m:u.t:nent to ra■�t talka uiong their
twc government.. and t.he four constitutional put�•• of Northern
Ireland. Their joint statement iaaued yeatard&y in lrua1e11
uncieracorea �•ir common re1olva to wo=x for peace, ju■tiee and
reconciliation in Northern ?=eland. the Onitad St.atae stand,
ready to support this p:-ocess in any appropriate way.

All friend• ot peace were outraged at the tragic and 1en1ele11
IRA bombing in Sel!aat oc October 23 and the ensuing violence,
E•�cially in the wake o! auch action, we muet redolU:)le our
efforts to rejaat violence and pursue the pa�h ot peace. Aa w•
�einmber the victims of the sectarian violence that h&a tern the
regicn tor too long, let ua work together to enaure that the
viaioc o! tha two Governments domonatrated in their joint

·•tatament bears laeting fruit.
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