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In the past nine days, 24 pecple have been killed in the
escalating violence in Northern Ireland All of us whe hope for a
peaceful settlemant of the conflict in that tragie land wera
shocked and outraged at the latest atrocities which the terrorists
on both sides have committed.

On Sarurday, October 23, the IRA carried out a savage bambing
of a f£ish shop on the Shankill Rocad, a3 Protestant area of Belfas:t.
One of the 10 peocple murdered in that bomding was Leanne Murray, a
thirteen vear old Protestan: g:irl who had gone :there to shop for
her mother. Her story was told on an espacially poignant segmexnt
of ABC's *Wecrld News Tonight® last week.

What is especially heart-breaking adout lLeanne‘s deatcth is
that her young i1ife was already a hopeful example of the
possibility of peace in Northern Irsgland. In her own way, she was
breaking through the sectarian divide which serves no purpose but
to breed hate and mistrust between the Protestant and Catholic
traditions of Northern Ireland.

Learne spent the summer of 1393 in the United States as part
of 2 progzam to bringy Catholic and Protestant children together.
While nere in this country, she became friends with Roisin
Coulter, a Cathelic girl, who is alsoc from Belfast aand whom Leanne
was unlikely Lo meet in the divided condition of Northern Ireland
soday. But these two young gizrls became friends in the Uniced
States a2nd now one of them has died.
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Gina Murray, Leanne’s mother, put it @logquently when she
said: “If peoplie coulé pe like Roisin anc Leanne, it wcuicd be a
bezte- place. Leanne would still be here.” I hope all those
iavolved ir %tais senseless violence will hear Mrs. Murray’'s wozds
and heed them.

Tragically, the atrocity committed by the IRA has been
answered with equally inewxcusable xillirgs of Catholiica by
Protestant paramilitary groups seeking revenge. Last Saturday,
seven ceople were killed when these paramilitarias
indiscriminately cpened fize on a Halloween party in a bar not far
from Derry.

Despite this latest surge iz the violence that has scarred
Northern Ireland for so long, there are nopeful signs based on
recent peace iniriarives.

n Octeber 27, Ireland’s Foreignm Minister, Dick 3Spriang gave
an important apeech ses==ing out six principles for peace in
Northern Ireland. On October 25, British Prime Minister John
Major and Irish Prime Miriscer Albert Raynolds met in Brussels and
pledgec to renew the peace process. On Octcber 30, President
Clinton issued a statement concdenning the violence and reitgrating
the United States' willingness to suppor: efforts to bring peace

to Northern Ireland, Aad yesterday, Prime Minister Major
announced that he will be meeting -- in the near future -- with
sach of the constitutiozal parLy leaders in Northern Ireland. I
welcome all of chese efforts.

Mr. Spring’s speech is a timely and eloguent articulation of
what is required to move toward peace in Northerz Ireland and 2
commaend his @fforts £o bring an =nd te the bloedshed. His
statement recognizes that the status of Northerm Irelarnd should
not be altered without the consent ¢f the majority of tha people
in Nozxthern Ireland. That means no chanye will occur without the
concurrence of the Unicnist community. Mr. Spring also opens the
door to the rezl possibility that the Republic of Ireland will
remove from its constitution -- at the appropriate tims -- those
parts which lay claim to Northern Ireland. Ee ealso calls for an
immnediate end to the viclence. Only by laving dewn their guns and
?cmbs can those now engaged in violence become par: of the search
or peace.

Tnese recent developments offer rays of hope as the search
for peace goeés on. The appalling recent violence is not a
permanent setback. I urge those cn all sides who seek peace to
redouble their efforts, and I am coxfident that the United States
stands ready to help in any way possibla.
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STATEMENT BY TEE PRESIDENT

I welcome the efforts of Irisk Prime Minister Albert Reynolds and
British Prime Miglster John Major %o -eizvigorate the
negotiations for peace in Nozthern Ireland. I join their
condemnation of the use of violezce for political ends and
stzongly suppor: their cocamitment to restart talxs alczg thelr

gcvernments and the four comstitutional parties of Nerther:
Ireland. Their joint statement {ssued yestercday in 3Srussels
underscores their commoz resolve to Wozk for peace, justice and
Teconciliation in Nozthern Izeland. The United States stands
Zeady to support this process in any appropriate way.

All friends Of peace were outraged at ths tragic and senseless
IRA bombing in Belfast cn October 23 and the ensuing vioclence.
Especially in the wake cof such acticn, we must redouble our
efforts to reject violence and pursue the Path of peace. Aa wa
rexember the victims of the sectarian violence that has tora the
Tegicn for too long, let us wozrk together to engure that the
vigioc of the two Governments dsmenstrated in theizr joine
statement bears lasting fruie.
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