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14

15 June 1993

Mr. Brian McCarthy,
Assistant Secretary to the Government.

Dear Brian,

I have shown your letter of 15 June, 1993, and accompanying
fax to the President and, while many of the details raised
therein can only be address in the context of the draft
programme being prepared by John Kennedy, I have discussed the
following matters with the President arising from our
telephone conversation:

The President will defer to security advice and stay at
the Culloden as requested.

It is not possible to curtail the West Belfast function
as the various elements are important e.g. the
entertainment is the opportunity for the community to
celebrate the occasion and the meetings provide the
President with the essential opportunity to listen to the
community organisations as they inform her about their
community and activities and achievements

The President is concerned at the suggestion that there
would be "saturation" security coverage in West Belfast
and at the proposal to search invitees. She feels that
these would be seen as provocative and could exacerbate
rather than alleviate the security situation. She is
aware that this is a very important occasion for the
community in West Belfast and that they will make every
effort to ensure that it is successful. Her wish is that
the security presence be discreet.

Similarly she feels that the searching of guests at that
venue would be provocative and does not believe that
there is a threat to her personal safety vis-a-vis those
who will be invited. The usual practice is the
organisers to be responsible for ensuring that only those
invited are admitted - possibly under the supervision of
a member of the security forces if thought desirable but
there would be no personal searches of invited guests.

TEILEAFON: +353-1-677 2815 FACS: +353-1671 0529
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On the matter of the invitees you will see from the
latest list sent to you yesterday that efforts have been
made to "round it out". However, there are limits to
what can be accomplished in this regard.

Concerns in relation to some names on the list are
appreciated but it is difficult to avoid their inclusion
on such a broad community occasion in view of their
involvement in some of the community groups. To seek to
have them excluded would create separate problems and
generate for them a degree of publicity that would be
both undesirable on its own merits and detract from the
main purpose of the occasion.

Yours sincerely,

Peter
Secretary to the President

/fénf
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15 June, 1993.

Mr. Peter Ryan,
Secretary to the President,
Aras an Uachtaréin.

Dear Peter,

I enclose a copy of a confidential FAX which the Department of
Foreign Affairs received last night from the Secretariat in
Belfast.

You will note in particular the comments in relation to the
West Belfast function - its duration and the composition of
the guest list. You will wish to consider these and other
aspects of the FAX message.

Yours sincerely,

/
Brian McCarthy,

Assistant Secretary
to the Government.
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14 June, 1993

BQ BELFAST
FOR Declan Kelleher Sean Farrell

IMMEDIATE

President’s visit to Northern Ireland

The British side pressed for a further meeting earlier
this afternoon on the above, with a view to seeking to
clarify outstanding pointe. Preaent on the British side
were the British Joint Secretary, Mr. Williams and his
Deputy Ms. Collins, Mike Maxwell of the Central
Secretariat, together with two NIO officials, including
Ma. Valerie Steele and two RUC officers.

The meeting ranged over the outline schedule and
information which we have provided to date to the British
side. The RUC laid emphasis on the security aspects of
the visit and conveyed their misgivings and
recommendations. In addition, Williams voiced British
concerns about the content of the group the President was
scheduled to meet in West Belfast, the amount of time
allowed for the visit to Weest Belfast and the possible
reactions here on the image of the President among the
whole community (see paras. 9 & 10 below).

Arrival Belfast City Airport

The intention ie that the President will be greeted by
whichever NI Minieter is on duty (poseibly the SoS) as
well as by the Lord Lieutenant of Down, Colonel Elliot
Wilson. In their planning re cars, the RUC will plan for
the already notified number of six for the official party
(i.e. anyone extra is not included in their plans).

Arrival NI Voluntary Trust.

I explained that David Cooke was in London until today
and it was hoped to finalise details of the visit after
his return. One question re the "light refreshments* is
whether they will constitute lunch, aince schedule around
lunch time appears extremely crowded. Will the meeting
be confined to the Board and staff only or will there be
outsiders. (Generally, for this and other locations the
RUC are pressing for a list of those present). Williamse
made the observation that an hour seemed quite a long
time to spend at the NIVT.
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Arrival Downpatrick

The British aide are anxioue to know as eoon as possible
how many venues would be involved here. Would it be the
Council Offices or the Museum, or both. They aaked, re a
possible vieit to St. Patrick’s grave, whether this would
entail the laying of a wreath or be just a simple
photocall. They also presumed the local MP would be
invited. Again, the RUC requested details of who would
be invited to meet the President (just the Council
members or othere?). The point re lunch was made again
with the British side coneidering that the time available
did not permit of anything more than a light refreshment.

Possible other venues

The Britieh side recalled that John Kennedy had mentioned
during the course of last week’s meeting that there was a
possibility of the Preeident making other calls either on
route to or away from Downpatrick. Grateful if you could
indicate whether any further calls are proposed.

Visit to West Belfast

The British side asked firetly what the location for the
visit to Weet Belfast was to be pointing out that the
addregs of the FCC was 6 Kennedy Way. They had been A/L; é—‘_-‘ &
unable to locate anything corresponding to "the White
Houge" at 50 XKennedy Way. They were concerned, from the
suggested timetable that they had received from us, which
contains references to a visit to a college (complete
with stage area and an area for holding etalls) that the
venue for the President’s visit may be somewhere else in
West Belfast other than on Kennedy Way. They emphasised
that they need to know as @oon as posaible what the venue
is in view of the considerable security implications
surrounding any visit to that area.

Security jimplications for West Belfast

The RUC officer, Inspector Hamilton, rapresenting the
close protection detail which would be looking after the
President, explained that, quite apart from the iasue of
adequate protection for the President, the issue also
aroge of adequate protection for the RUC. He suggested
(with the full support of Martin Williams) that the two
hours echeduled to be spent there was a long time (it
caused some nervousness). standard operating
procedures, which would apply at all venues required,
that the building be checked out and secured in advance.
The RUC would need a list of those attending and would
algo have to make arrangements for the searching of
Individuals. Tn addifion there would be need for a heavy
vIsiBEle RUC presence outside the building. He emphasised
ut it, would not be allowed
to run the show. $ome possible locations could require,
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in addition, an Army presence, hence the necessity of
finding out as soon as possible where the event was to
take place., If the venue was Whiterock College (a ret.
to the word used in the draft programme), then this was
"another ball game".

Concerns about the list of invitees

Williams expressed a number of concerns regarding the
proposed list of people to be present. He echoed the
RUC’s request for a list of those attending to be
provided as soon as possible. Re the list of
organisations to be invited {(or represented) he observed
that there was concern on the British side about certain
of the groups represented, some of which were not only
"too close to 8inn Fein*® but also "too close to 8P
activiete". He repeated his remarks made some days ago
re certain of what appeared to be the core group of six
organisations and expressed concern whether these had the
overall responsibility for the arrangements for the
vigit. He asked had all the organisations named been
approached and who had suggested the list.

Williams then went on to state that the British side were
concerned at the effect which a lengthy vieit to West
Belfast would have on the image of the President
elsewhere in NI. The British side had already received
representations from moderate nationalists concerning the
nature of aome of those the President was scheduled to
meet. He emphasised that the British side had considered
the matter very carefully before raising this issue. He
atated that a vieit of this nature by the President would
undoubtedly have political implicatione in Northern
Ireland, especially if there appeared to be a
concentration on Weet Belfast. The atmosphere here he
described as "excitable" and suggested that there could
be some "destabilisation” as a result of the visit,
Therefore he went on to tell me that, if the list of
organisations he had seen was the list of those the
President was to meet (including as it did some very
extreme Sinn Fein ones), then he would have to warn the
Secretary of State regarding this because of the possible
political and security implications. It was interesting
that he did not invite Maxwell, who did not intervene
throughout the meeting, to come up with some alternative
or additional suggestions for groups or personalities
which the President might meet, as suggested to us
earlier today (see B. O’Brien’s 8F714 to Mr. O huiginn).f‘<f \

Botel

I conveyed to the British side the regret of the
Preaident to the invitation from the SoS to overnight at
Hilleborough Castle and went on to explain that we wished
for the President to be accommodation in the Forte Crest.
The RUC expressed some concern with this decision.
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Hillsborough would have been ideal from the security
point of view and the Culloden would be ideal as a
location outaide Belfast. He expresesd, therefore,
H%ﬁﬁ%ﬁx_at the auggestion of the Forte Crest, pointing out
it was in the city, that there had been increased
loyalist violence over the last year and there was always
the possibility of loyalist activity to embarrass and/or
inconvenience the President and asked that we again look
at the Culloden, which he described as a "much more
gecure” location. (Ms., Collins later telwphomed to
suggest—that—inmher view the Forte Crest was

*dangerous”) .

Bairdresser

Valerie Steele indicated she would ask the hotel to
suggeat a hairdresser to come in if there was not one
resident.

Dinner at Queens

Williams conveyed to me that the Secretary of State was
expected to attend the dinner but it was not clear
whether he intended to apeak. 1In that connection Ms.
Steele had been approached by a Mr. Nabney, of the
solicitors Group, who had enquired what he should put
into his speech! I informed them that our suggestion waa

that the President would speak alone before dinner.

mg%m_m}gde‘mhrnsgﬁmfmmhu and
photocollary aspects of this. The RUC, incidentally,

advisad that standard security procedures would be put

into operation with regard to Queens as well as at other
locations.

Coalislend

The British side had been informed that the intention was
that the President visit Coalisland Heritage Centre and
noted that 45 minutes only was allowed for this visit.
They presumed that the IFI would be represented, together
with ups who had been involved in the
funding of the project and that, as elsewhere, the local

MP was being invited, —UICk McKenzie, an llndar-Sacrarary |
FromthePepartment—ofthe—Environmen

t NI, would attend. |

The RUC again emphasises they would need to have a list
of persons attending and would alao require to search and |
secure the building before the visit.

Ballance House

The British side presumed that here, also, a list of
gueats would be available. They expressed the
expectation that the local Mayor or Chairman of the Local
Council would be invited, together with the MP (the Mayor
of Lisburn ie Seamus Close while Jim Molyneaux is the
MPi) .

©NAI/TSCH/2021/95/21




Arrival Aldergrove

The British side will make arrangements to book the Jet
Centre as well as a room for a press conference. Valerie
Steele enquired whether we intended to separately
accredit journalisets for this. I thought not, but it
occurs to me that it might be as well for someone from
our side, either our own Press Section, or the GIS, for
example, to liaise with the NIO Press Office re the
modalities. Perhaps you can let me know your reaction to
this.

Departure Aldergrove

The Sos or hie representative would see off the
President. On these occasions the British normally field
algso, the Lord Lieutenant of Co. Antrim, Sir Richard
Dobbs (or a Deputy).

Follow=-up action

Both Williams and the RUC emphasised the need for a
proper reconnaissance in connection with the visit from
the point of view of security. This should take place at
the earliest possible opportunity. The major problem

0

a:Llan_n2nx_:hn_Hn1:_Bnl1Anx_rnxhlnn_n{¥£§£=¥;gin. Given
that there are only three clear days before the visit

commences I have suggested that we seek to start
tomorrow. The British aside have suggested 14.00 hres.,
meeting at the Secretariat but appeared to doubt whether
it could all be done iln one day. 1In that case a second

session would be haeld on Wedneaday afternocon.

Aa we are guests of the Britismh side for dinner this
evening, any information you can supply before 19.45 hrs.
would be moat welcome.

The Garda can travel in the President’s car.
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X— Eilesn Howall

Elizedeth Groves
Mary McMallen
Michaal Featon
Gara}dine McAteer
Dairdre Mol
Danoy Power
Oonagh Marron
Mairs MeCrory
Ciaran de Bariod
Margaret Keanan
Jane Craven
Elsie Best

Neai Wilson

Mike Tamlinsan
Jane Oanaldson
Pat Mocgsan
Gerry Canphtall
Joe Handron
Alfie Hanrunay
Noalle Ryan

Jim Naason
Famormn Hanna
Gerry Adsm
Bmna Groves
Mary Brady
Michael Doherty
Tomgy Holland
Marie Gribbon

14-JUN-93 MON 16:52
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GUEST LIST

Falls Camunity Comedl) Y
Falls Cogumity Council

Geaater West Belfast Canmmity Associaticd | o
Greatar West Belfast Commudty Aamuualj
West Balfaat Anti-Povert: lpbi;y__& X

West Belfast Commmity Festival

West Belfast Commnity Festival

Ng

Falls Wouwens Centre | M

Falls Women Cer.tre

Uppsr Springfield Resmmrea Ctn_tre
Upper Springfield Resamca
Belfast Institute of Purther Education
Conway Educaticn Centre
Speinghill Zgmmmity House

West Belfiist Economic Forum
Fquality

Foundry Regeneration Trust

Obair

Marber of Parliament

Seam Mac Bride Industrial Centre
Springhill CammaMty Trust

Falls Taxi Association

Thoenix Trust

Yourder, Wast Belfast Fastival
United Campeign against Plastic Bullats
St Jares's Tenants Asscoistion
Lenadoan Comsnmity Forum

Upper Springfield Camuadty Forum
Confederation of Cammmity Groupe

6710529
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Marie Ogborne
Sally MoErlean
Adele Taagus

Shiels O'Hara

Wast Balfast Parent Youth Support Group
West Balfast Parent Youth Support Group
Whiterack Pear Edxcation Grap
Voadlands Comamity Gardan Project
Tvinbraok Lynx Youth Project

Carmel MoCavana Northern lrelaod Childrens Enterprisa
Geraldina O'Reagan Ne#ill Camminity Centre

Fra MeCann Divis Joint Developmnt Camittea
Rosalesn Oavidson
Brendan McCarthy

Annie Armatrong

Waat Belfast Health Monitoring Commwittae
Qhair, Intenmion Stewerds Committea, RVH

John Carlin Weat Belfast Enterprise Board

Saan Meguire Musician

Oliver Kelly Gaelic Athletic Assacimtion

Fred Hoatly Loeal Historisn

Michael Hmwidns Holy Trinity Boxing Club

Jim Nelson Gaelic Athletic Association

Georoid 0° Carolein La New=paper

Noirin N4 Cleirigh Olor na nGael

fargus 0'Haire
Aina Arndrews

Anna Mac an logair
Terry Enright

Sua Fentel

Lisn Donmnally

Nan Joyce

Sean McKernan
Kevin tctloughlin

Mearscoil Bell Feirste
Gaelscoil na bhFal
famgeoil

Black Maumtain Eavironmental Society

CGmann Sugartha na bPaisti
Creative Writers Group
Travellers Support Group
Belfast Exposed

West Belfast Accass Group -

Rav Gary Mason Springfirld Road Methodist Ghuarch
8t. Michamls CQuxch of Ireland

Vaxivale Presbytarian Guurch

Rev Garry Nodds
Rav Ken Doharty

14-JUN-3 HON 16:53 8710529
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P.J. McCrury Solicitor

Catrina Ruane Centre for Rasearch and Porumantation
Father Alex Raid Clorezd Monastary

Toby McMahon Local Playvright

Bill Rolston Author

Prank Dewpsey Carrick Hill Residents Association

Joe Nolan West Delfast Writers Croup
John Fusco Clonard Residents Assocciation
{ representative Fallswater Centre

Joe Kemmedy Gaalic Athletic Association
Patrick Gallaghsr — - »

One representative Camogie team

14-JUN-93 HON 16:53 8710529
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