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15 June 1993 
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y}0�-
Mr. Brian McCarthy, 
Assistant Secretary to the Government. 9'7--.' $J, v� 7,r� 
Dear Brian, 

I have shown your letter of 15 June, 1993, and accompanying 
fax to the President and, while many of the details raised 
therein can only be address in the context of the draft 
programme being prepared by John Kennedy, I have discussed the 
following matters with the President arising from our 
telephone conversation: 

1. The President will defer to security advice and stay at
the Culloden as requested.

2. It is not possible to curtail the West Belfast function
as the various elements are important e.g. the
entertainment is the opportunity for the community to
celebrate the occasion and the meetings provide the
President with the essential opportunity to listen to the
community organisations as they inform her about their
community and activities and achievements

3. The President is concerned at the suggestion that there
would be "saturation" security coverage in West Belfast
and at the proposal to search invitees. She feels that
these would be seen as provocative and could exacerbate
rather than alleviate the security situation. She is
aware that this is a very important occasion for the
community in West Belfast and that they will make every
effort to ensure that it is successful. Her wish is that 
the security presence be discreet. 

Similarly she feels that the searching of guests at that 
venue would be provocative and does not believe that 
there is a threat to her personal safety vis-a-vis those 
who will be invited. The usual practice is the 
organisers to be responsible for ensuring that only those 
invited are admitted - possibly under the supervision of 
a member of the security forces if thought desirable but 
there would be no personal searches of invited guests. 

©NAI/TSCH/2021/95/21 
TEILf.AFON: +35?.-1-677 2815 FACS: +35?.-1-671 0529 



• 
4. On the matter of the invitees you will see from the

latest list sent to you yesterday that efforts have been
made to "round it out". However, there are limits to
what can be accomplished in this regard.

Concerns in relation to some names on the list are
appreciated but it is difficult to avoid their inclusion
on such a broad community occasion in view of their
involvement in some of the community groups. To seek to
have them excluded would create separate problems and
generate for them a degree of publicity that would be 
both undesirable on its own merits and detract from the
main purpose of the occasion.

Yours sincerely, 

t�tn 
Secretary to the President 
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15 June, 1993. 

Mr. Peter Ryan, 
Secretary to the President, 
Aras an Uachtarain. 

Dear Peter, 

I enclose a copy of a confidential FAX which the Department of 
Foreign Affairs received last night from the Secretariat in 
Belfast. 

You will note in particular the comments in relation to the 
West Belfast function - its duration and the composition of 
the guest list. You will wish to consider these and other 
aspects of the FAX message. 

Yours sincerely, 

Brian McCarthy, 
Assistant Secretary 

to the Government. 
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SBCuttB FAX NO. 727 

14 June, 1993 PAGBS 

TO 

FOR 

BQ 

Declan Kelleher 

FROM 

FROM 

BBLPAST 

Sean Farrell 

IMMBDIATB 

President's visit to Northern Ireland 

1. The British aide pressed for a further meeting earlier
this afternoon on the above, with a view to seeking to
clarify outstanding pointa. Present on the British aide
ware the Britiah Joint Secreta:r;y, Mr. Williama and his
Deputy Ma. Collins, Mike Maxwell of the Central
Secretariat, together with two NIO officials, including
Ma. Valeria Steele and two RUC officers.

2. The meeting ranged over the outline schedule and
information which we have provided to data to the British
aide. The RUC laid emphasis on the security aspects of
the visit and conveyed their misgiving• and
recommendations. In addition, Williama voiced Britieh
concern■ about the content of the group the President waa

scheduled to meet in West Belfast, the amount of time

allowed for the visit to Weet Belfast and the possible
reactions here on the image of the President among the
whole community (eee paras. 9 & 10 below).

3. Arrival Belfast City Airport

The intention ie that the President will be greeted by
whichever NI Minister ia on duty (possibly the SoS) as

well as by the Lord Lieutenant of Down, Colonel Elliot
Wilson. In their planning re cars, the RUC will plan for
the already notified number of six for the official party
(i.e. anyone extra is not included in their plane).

4. Arrival NI Voluntary Tru■t-

I explained that David Cooke waa in London until today
and it was hoped to finaliae detail■ of the viait after
his return. Ona question re the "light refreshment•• is
whether they will constitute lunch, since achedule around
lunch time appear• extremely crowded. Will the meeting
be confined to the Board and staff only or will there be
outaidera. (Generally, for thia and other locations the
RUC are preaaing for a list of those present), Williama
made the obaarvation that an hour seemed quite a long
time to apend at the NIVT,
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5. Arrival Downpatriek

The British aide are anxioua to know as aoon aa po1sible
how many vanuea would be involved here. Would it be the 
Council Offices or the Muaewn, or both, They aaked, re a 
poaeible viait to st. Patrick's grave, whether thi• would
entail the laying of a wreath or be juet a aimple 
photocall. They also presumed the local MP would be 
invited. Again, the RUC requested details of who would
be invited to meet the President (just the Council 
members or others?), The point re lunch was made again 
with the British aide conaidaring that the time available
did not permit of anything more than a light refreshment,

6, P01aible other venue■

The Britiah aide recalled that John Kennedy had mentioned 
during the course of last week's meeting that there waa a
poaaibility of the Praaident making other calla either on 
route to or away from Downpatrick, Grateful if you could 
indicate whether any further calla are proposed.

7. Visit to West Belfaat

8. 

The British aide aaked firstly what the location for the
visit to Weet Belfaat was to be pointing out that the 
address of the FCC was 6 Kennedy Way. They had been 1/� unable to locate anything corresponding to "the White 
Souse" at 50 Kennedy Way. They were concerned, from the 
suggested timetable that they had received from us, which 
containa referencee to a visit to a college (complete 
with stage area and an area for holding atalls) that the 
venue fer the Preaident's visit may be somewhere elae in 
Weat Belfast other than on Kennedy Way. They emphasised 
that they need to know aa soon aa po■aible what the venue 
is in view of the conaiderable security illlplicationa 
surrounding any viait to that area. 

Seeuritv implications for West Belfast

The RUC officer, Inspector Hamilton, representing the 
close protection detail which would be looking after the 
Preaident, explained that, quite apart from the iaaue of 
adequate protection for the President, the iaaue alao 
arose of adequate protection for the RUC. He auggeated 
(With the full support of Martin Williama) that the two 
hour■ acheduled to be spent there waa a long time (it 
caused some nervouanesa), standard operating 
procedures, which would apply at all venuae required, 
that the building be checked out and aacured in advance, 
The RUC would need a list of thosa attending and would 
alao have to make arrangements for the searching of 
individuals. In addition there would be need for a heavy
viaible RUC-preaence outside the building. He emphasised
that "other people", aa he put it, would not be allowed 
to run the show. Some poaaible locations could require, 
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in addition, an Army presence, hence the necessity of 
finding out a■ soon a■ po■■ible where the event wa■ to 
take place, If the venue was Whiterock College (a ref, 
to the word used in the draft programme), then thi■ wa■ 
"another ball game". 

Concern• about the li■t of invitee•

Williams expre■■ed a number ot concerns regarding the 
proposed list of people to be present, He echoed the 
RUC'a request for a list of those attending to be 
provided as soon as possible, Re the list of 
organisation■ to be invited (or repre■ented) he ob■erved 
that there was concern on the Britiah side about certain 
of the groups represented, soma of which were not only 
"too close to Sinn Fein" but also "too clo■e to SF 
activists", Re repeated hie remark• made some daya ago 
re certain of what appeared to be the core group of six
organiaations and expre■aed concern whether these had the 
overall responsibility for the arrangements for the 
visit, He asked had all the organi■ations named been 
approached and who had auggested the li■t. 

Williama then went on to state that the Britiah aide were 
concerned at the effect which a lengthy visit to Weat 
Belfast would have on the image of the Pre■idant 
elsewhere in NI. The British side had already received 
repre■entationa from moderate nationalists concerning the 
nature of some of those the President waa scheduled to 
meet. He empha■iaed that the Britiah aide had con■idered 
the matter very carefully before raising this issue. He
stated that a visit of this nature by the Preaident would 
undouDtedly have political implications in Northern 
Ireland, especially if there appeared to be a 
concentration on West Belfast, The atmosphere here he 
described as "excitable" and suggested that there could 
be some "destabilisation• as a result of the visit, 
Therefore he went on to tell me that, if the liat of 
organisation■ he had seen was the list of those the 
President was to meet (including ae it did ■ome very 
extreme Sinn Fein one■), then he would have to warn the 
Secretary of State regarding thi1 becau■e of the possible 

017 PO 

j 

political and security implication■, It was interesting 
that he did not invite_Maxwell, who did not intervene 
throughout the meeting, to come up with some alternative 

which the Pre■ident might meet, as suggeated to us /. 
or additional suggeation■ for groups or personalities 

¼ earlier today (see B, O'Brien's SP714 to Mr, 0 hUiginn),ff( 

11, Hotel

I conveyed to the Britiah aide the regret of the 
Preaident to the invitation from the Sos to overnight at 
Hillsborough Castle and went on to explain that we wiahed
for the President to be accommodation in the Forte Creat, 
The RUC expressed some concern with this decision, 
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Hillsborough would have been ideal from the security 
point of view and the Culloden would be ideal aa a 
location outside Belfast. He expreaa■d, therefore, 
di•IDt¥ at the suggestion of the Forte Crest, pointing out 
that it was in the city, that there had been increased 
loyalist violence over the la■t year and there waa always 
the possibility of loyalist activity to embarra■■ and/or 
inconvenience the Preaident and a■ked that we again look 
at the Culloden, which he described•• a "much more 
@ecure" locat£.on. (Ms, Collins later telephoned to 
eugge■t that in her view the Forte Crest waa 
"dangerous"). 

Hairdresser 

Valerie Steele indicated she would ask the hotel to 
suggest a hairdre■aer to come in if there was not one 
resident, 

Dinner at Queens 

Williams conveyed to me that the Secretary of State waa 
expected to attend the dinner but it was not clear 
whether he intended to speak. In that connection Ma. 
Steele had been approached by a Mr, Nabney, of the 
Solicitors Group, who had enquired what he should put 
into his speech! I informed them that our suggestion was 
that the President would e eak alone before dinner, 
Williama has undertaken t hea and 

p otooo ary aspects of this. The RUC, incidentally, 
( advised that standard security procedures would be put 

into operation with regard to Queens as well aa at other 
locations. 

14. Coali■land

The British side had been informed that the intention was
that the President vi■it Coalisland Heritage Centre and
noted that 45 minute■ only was allowed for thi■ vi■it.
They presumed that the IFI would be represented, together
with various other groups who had been in7olved in the
funding of the project and that, as elsewhere, the local
MP was being invited, Dick McKenzie, an Under-Secretary
Trom the Department of the Environment NI, would attend.
The RUC again empha■i■es they would need to have a li■t
of persona attending and would also require to search and
secure the building before the vi■it.

15. Ballance Souse

The Britieh side presumed that here, also, a liet of
guest■ would be available. They expressed the
expectation that the local Mayor or Chairman of the Local
Council would be invited, together with the MP (the Mayor
of Lisburn is Seamus Close while Jim Molyneaux ia the
�
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16, Arrival Alderqrove 

The British side will 1114ke arrangements to book the Jet 
Centre aa well a■ a room for a press conference, Valerie 
Steele enquired whether we intended to separately 
accredit journaliata for this, I thought not, but it 
occurs to me that it might be as well for someone from 
our aide, either our own Pre■• Section, or the GIS, for 
example, to liaise with the NIO Presa Office re the 
modalities. Perhaps you can let me know your reaction to 
this. 

17. Departure Alderqrove

18. 

19. 

20. 

The Sos or hie representative would see off the
President, On these occasions the British normally field
also, the Lord Lieutenant of Co. Antrim, Sir Richard
Dobbs (or a Deputy),

Follow-up action

Both William■ and the RUC emphasised the need for a
proper reconnaissance in connection with the vi■it from
the point of view of security, Thie should take place at
the earliest po■sible opportunity. The major problem
arises over the West Belfast ortion of the vi Given
that t ere are only three clear aya e ore the visit
commences I have suggested that we seek to start
tomorrow, The British aide have su e■ted 14,00 hrs.
meeting at the Secretarljlt but appear• o ou w et er
it could all be done In one day, In that case a second
session would be held on Wednesday afternoon.

As we are guests of the British side for dinner this
evening, any information you can supply before 19,45 hrs.
would be moat welcome.

The Garda can travel in the President's car. 
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>£-Eil.eauc.ll 

Elizabeth G!:ovu 

Mary�m 

Mi.chaal. hntcm 

Geraldine McAteer 

Dei.rdce HcHmlul 

Danny l'awer 

Oonagb Marron 

Maura Mcerory 

Ciaran da Bariod 

�t!Ceenan 

!Ude Beat 

Pui Wil80l'I 

Mika Tcm1..imcn 

Jane Danaldloa 

Pat� 

GerrjClnpoeil 

JoeHmdron 

Al.fie liclnaV&Y 

Noel.le Rym1 

Jim NIIAIOD 

Eami:nm HIM& 

�Ad.-

1.mnaGrovee 

Mary Brady 

Michael Doherty 

'l'Ollll)'HoU.and 

Marie Gribbon 

14-JUN-93 11'.:t,I 16:52
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GUEST LIST 

Falla Canlnity Ccllllcil\ x-­
Falls Coauii.ty Cou!ml \ 

GJ:aatu West Bel.fut ��Y A.Uoeiatiaaj Y 

GJ:aater Waat Belfut Comuuity AsBOOiati� 

Weat Balfaat Anti-Povert:r Lobb}t--:} )C 

West Belfast ��, FHti� 
'f 

Wtst Belfaat Coamni.ty Fastival j 
Falls Wauen8 Cent.z:�).<' 

Falls Wmen c«,tr� 
Upper Sprillgfield Reaourca C.Ut

;l 
Upper Springfield Ra90UrCA Centre 'f:, 

Belfaat Inst!.tu.t.. of Further Iducatian 

Conway Y.ducatitm Centre 

Spr1nghi.ll �ty 1-loula 

\lest Belfust F.conOllio 'f'ol'IIII 

F..qual.ity 

Foundi:y Rtgeneration Trust 

Obair 

l11ntcei: of Par limaeat 

Sean� Bride Induatr1al Centre 

Spriagbill Co(mupity Trust 

Falls Taxi AsBOCiation 

l'hoanix l'ruat 

tounder, Wat Belfast Futival. 

United cmpaip egaimlt Phatic �ll•ts 

St James' 11 Tenant.a ,\sggg,iatiOD 

LetWJoou Com,mity Fot\111 

upper Springfield Cc:mrllld.ty Foruii 

Confederation of Callllmity Gi:oupa 

6710529 P.02
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Maria oaborne 

Sally NcErlean 

Adllle Teague 

Shiela O'Hara 

AMiaAJ:matrq 

Camel HoCavana 

Ger&l.cliM O'Reagan 

Pra HcCami 

Rosal� Davidaou 

Brendan �thy 

Jolm c.arlln 

Sun Maguire 

Olivar Kelly 

Fred Haatly 

M1chul Hawkins 

Jim NIWICD 

Gtoroid O' Carolain 

Noirin Ni Clair� 

B'argua 0 1£1.aire 

Aina Amrews 

Ana& Mac an Iog� 

Tarry Bnrlght 

Sua Pentel

l..ial Dolltl!llly 

Nan Joyce 

Sean McKaman 

Kevin 11cLaUg)uin 

Rav Gary Mu0n 

Rev Barry Dodds 

RevK.-Dohety 

14-JUN-93 I'm 18:53
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West Balfut l'arent Youth Support Group 

Wut 8elfaat Pannt Youth Support Group 

WhitAtmck Pear F.i.b:ation Group 

Woodl.anda Callllmity lilardm Project 

'Mnbl'ook Lym Youth Project 

Northam lrelaod Oli.ldrana Enterpd.M 

NIIIWhill CCanunity Centre 

Divis Joint Developcms1t: Caaniteea 

West Belfast ltulth McnitoriII& Camd.ttae 

Olllir, lnterunion Stewards Corrmittu, RVH 

West Bel.fut EDterprlse Board 

1't.leic.ian 

Gaelic Athletic Association 

Local His torun 

Holy Trinity Boxing Club 

Gaelic Athletic Association 

la Newspaper 

Glor na nGael. 

Munscoil Bail Fdrete 

Gaelscoil na bhFal 

BUneeoil 

Black Mountain EDvirolllllll!fttal Society 

QnaM Sugartha na bPaisti 

Creative Weiter• Group 

Travellers Support Group 

8e1fut Exposed 

West Belfa■t .Acc.eaa � • 

Sprqfield Bold Methodiat QJlD:eh 

St. M1chaala Qiurch of Inland 

\ioOCmle Presbyterian Chu:di 
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e.J. Hc:Crory 

catdna Ruam 

htber Aln laid 

Toby McMahall 

Sill i.olstoa 

E'1-ank �ey 

Joe Nolan 

John Fuaco 

1 rac,ruentativ• 

Joe Kemleciy 

Patrick Gallqhar 

Ol\e rapreaeotative 

14-JUN-93 l'lll 18:53 
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Solicitor 

Centre for Research and. DocuMntation 

C1onml Hoaalt£)' 

ux:al Playvri&ht 

Author 

Catria Hill Reaideftts Aaociatica 

Wut Belfast Writers CroUp 

Clonard Residcts A,Jsoeu&tion 

Fallswatar Centre 

Gaal.1.e Athletil; A81ociatian 

Qlmogi.e team 
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