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LONDOX - 1€ JUNE 1553

RADIO TECENICAL SERVICES

TRANSCRIZT OF PRESS CONFERENCE

GEZEREN SY S PR NS MINISTIR, 4R JOEN MAJOR,

AND THZ IRISH ERINE MINISTER, MR ALBERT RITNOLDS
ST ‘

IN LONDON

oN WEDNISDAY, 16

PRIME MINISTER:

Gocd Aftesrn I wi invi i
() Itarnoon. I will invite the Taoiseack to say a wezd or two

in a moment Sust bwv sl e I ;
Just oY way of introduction, and then we will take a

few questions from you

I think, as you know, we agre2c sometime ago to have twice annual

summits. On this occasion we have met here in London, we agreed

today that we would meet towards the back end of the yeax in

Dublin and I very much look forxrwaré to that

We have had the opportunity today of discussing f£irstly bilateral

matters, those discussions will continue over dinner, we have not

yet discussed detailed matters relating to Northern Ireland and

security, those discussions will occur over dinner in a few

momeénts. We have had the opportunity of an in-depth discussion on

the Buropean Community summit and a range of matters beyond that.
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L prospects acrcss Buxcze, we look

about subsidiarity, azout a numder of

Scsnia of course and possikly even Somalla

gt

*

well be the subject of discussict a

W

any substantive surprises at the summit over
ané neither is the Taoiseazzh., The discussions

ave on the futurs of employment prosgectis in the

not be discussions that we anticipate will lead to

immediate decisions in the Comwunity, I think there are to pick

six pecple’s minds on the importance of Eurcpe becoming
competitive not just within Europe but competitive as EZurope with
with the Pacific Basin ard with Japan anéd we

the United States,

spent some time discussing those particular matters, Rather than

I

¢go into the detzils of the whole range of matters we discussed,

after the

leave it to vou ask guestions if you wish to later,

Taoiseach has made a few remarks,
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MR REYNOLDS:

Anvadod

ve adeguately
~nave takxsn place
forwaxd to the resumpticn of talks

Ireland.

that will

z¢zlem for every memter
serious unempioyment proklems in
so has every othe emSer state, so I
ink it is time that we came 0 grips and point in the futuze

policy directions as to how to tackle that particular problem

I thirnk the decisions of Europe will be looking towards

Copenhagen for that type of discugsion, the type of discussion of
issues that affect orxrdinary citizens’ lives and of course now that
we have the Maastricht Treaty almost completed I think what they
will be looking forwaxzd to is for the Community to settle down and

to implemznt what we have agreed in the Maastricht Treatv.
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ciscussed tze substanca oI
Irelaad but we did have 2
very preliminary discussion and I should cerhaps maxs it clear
that we would both like the taiXkxs process to continue and to
deepen, w2 think that is the right way ahead in the we ¢
continue to believe that its crjectives aze achievakie. The next

phase 0of course will involve fu=ther bilataral contaczis to try and

particigants to the tall i <rat the
British 2nd the Irish governmeants will workx clcsely cn the
substanc2, in particular of Strand 3. I say that simply to set
out the Zact that thcse general parameters have been discussed

prior to more detailecd discussions over dinner

QUESTION:
7ou talk akbout the objectives of the talks teing achievable, what

are the objectives of the talks?

PRIME MINISTER:

We want to make sure that we can actually reaffirm in Northern
Irzeland the sort of democratic structure that most people would
wish to enjoy, those are the early objectives of the talks. There
is a grea% deal of talent in Noxrthexn Ireland that is not actually
exercising itself in terms of local government in any way at all,
now we need to examine that, that is the first ground clearing

exercise, we have to build from the ground upwards, that is the
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RETNCLDS

®@-strandei approach ans CE|

Zetween the governments.

MR REYNOLD
2t both covernments awa committe O finding
rRsumdticn of talxs, X committeqd
srocess, we believe =hat i i forwargd
L0 resume %hs

%1 where nething

means
€O how we can make Our contribution towards a

of thoss talks, to which we are 5o=h fully committed.

PRIME MINIETER

The most cbvious point of course ig the shazed wish to See an end
to the violence. ¥ow that is a sharegd wish not just between the
Taciseach ard with ne, that is a shared wish 1 think amongst the
overwhelming majority of people in both parzts of the islaad of
Ireland. so if one wanted to have an objective, that of course is

the most immediate objective in everyone’s mind.

MR REYNOLDS:

It is the first objective indeed that I set nyself out when I took
over the job of Taoiseach, that there were two objectives I hag
and one was to find a formula for peace in Northern Ireland which

will create the environment for talks to take place on the future
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can learn to live together and work togsther fox

of all,

QUESTICHN:

M> Smiti has saié that Mr Paisley should nct Ze allicweé to hold
a veto cn the resumpticn of the talks, if all the 2 parties
agreed t¢ go ahead, ne said, taey should gc ahsad without Mr

Paislzy, &9 yOou agree with this?

PRIGIBEIESGSTER:

businesss of get:uing all the zariies togezier for
talks, I Ao not think it is ¢f help in bzinging the parties
togethar tc get those talks started for me o indulge in public
exchanges about what one participant of the talks should do. The
substantive matter is that I want the talks to continue, I want
everybody to take part in the talks and I am not going to engage
in public badinage that might make that more difficult.
QUESTION: /7
Was the ..;'Commission disctssed?

{

PRIME MINISTER:

We hawve not discussed it yet, it may turn u® later
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~ LONDON -

7

a8ssesspment

€ posSsible teo
Northern irelangr?

give vou a date at tre moment,
think the Taciseach would share this

¥ mipute, - would like

3

think Pefhaps more s~

I think a:: the people who liveg

I hope that will pr

TO0ve to ke pPossible,
wWe can to énsure it jg,

to the

is Necessary to re-star]

o

<=0g from Sir Patrick

ings with POlitical jeagers s©
and to then maxXe an assessSment, an evaluation of how both
goverrments c¢can Contrisute to the Iesumption or the talks process.




QUESTICH:
Thaze szems to be a2 certain impatienve in Northern Ireland among
12 who think that devolution should =2 rze-established f£irst
% 'snculd be built from the zottom up ané that tyinc it to

is delaying a zeturn to democracy of which the

. had lived through the last 20 yesars in Northern Ireland -
vou may have done, I do not know - but anyone who has
hrough the last 20 yeaxrs in Northern Ir2land has a xi to
be impatient. But I think what we have to zuild is a structuze
that is coing to last. We arc approachinc that in the way we
think is most likely to achiewve that end, that is why we belive
we reed to 5o through the stranded approach to talks so that we
can ca;ry consent. Above all, what we ne=d in Northern Ireland is

an onézto the violence and consent for the developments that have

bzen @Fde, and it is upon that basis that we have approached the

talks %n this particular way. B8ut as to people feeling impatient,
S 1

I fully understand and sympathise with that.

¥
QUESTZ ON:

But is:thsre a blueprint bein¢ prepared by Sir Patrick?

A

}
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PRIME MINI

PRIMZ MINISTER:
It depends what vyt 2 vy & “.ueprint. Of ccurse the Secreta:zy
examining huw we take the matter forward ané how we

éo nct know quite whether

QUESTICMN:
for the British aand Irish covernment to lean on the local
)

politicians to get them to accept not only to come to the talks

but to accept a settlement?

PRIME MINISTZR:
One man’s leaning is another man’s persuasion. We azre seeking tco
persuade all the participants to return to the talks, that is the

way to reach a lasting settlement in our view.

QUESTI ON:
Are you taking Mr ..., advice in asking the Taoiseach to do
something about removing Articles 2 and 3 of the Republic’'s

constitution?

PRIME MINISTER:

I am not going into my private discussions with the Taoiseach, I
am keen to make sure that we look at all the elements of getting a
proper settlement and that is the Taoiseach’s view too, but I am

not discussing that in public.
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yoears ¢f vidlence whict
have suffere wa think there is macvellous zesili
in the community up there to continue to live ordinary
w8 want use the cpportunity, ané any opportunity we
try anéd first of all finéd a £ormula for peace uvp there

hopefully to get people to talx together

QUESTION:
Do you see a difference in principle of the union betwesn En

and Scotland and England and Noxthern Irelanc?

P3IME MINISTER:

t is the principle of consent. We have always made it clear in
terns of Northern Ireland that nc changes in tre positicn of
Northern Izeland could be obtained without the consent ¢t tne

people of Northexrn Ireland. Ané as I have said in speeches in
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PRIME MINISTER/MR REYNCLDS

Scotland up To and during the cerneral election, 2 to retain
the cons2zt of pecple in Scotlzndé for the union, is I

think a' similar position

QUESTION:
Do you tizinkx your meeting y would raise nopes in Nerthern
Irelané cZ an improvement i security situwation because surely

is uprermost in the minds ¢Z most pedtie?

PRIME MINISTER:

The Taoiseach and I have another cver many T both
as Ministzxs befoxe he became Taoiseach and I became

Minister, we are useé to doing zusiness together, we have
business together in more than c¢ne capacity over a nuaber

vears. These meetings are regular meetings, they are not

emergency meetings, they are not crisis meetings, it is one of a

wheole series of regular meetings that have gone on for a while, I
instituted them a couple of years or so ago, they are going to go
on continuing., I think the community of intexest that exists both
in the European Community, beyond the European Community and in
terms of Irish matters make it absolutely right that we should

have these twice yearly summits.

I do not want people under any cf these summits to suddenly
develop unrealistic expectations, if we have learned anything
about the aistory of Ireland as a whole it is that patience is a

virtue and patience is a necessity. So nobody should reach
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unrealis«ic expectations. Of course we will discuss secuxity
mattars, we ailways discuss security mattexs and we rasely talk
about security matters beyond our private éiscussions, I am sure

that we will discuss them later tcnicht.

QUESTICN:

Can I asX vcu both how you expect the EBurorsan Community to

responé t¢ the renewed impatience from President Clinton and his

avoweé sugport for arming the ... and indeed air strikes?

PRIMZ MINISTER:

fresh to say, you xnow the British
government’s position about that, it is as it was. I am sure tha
European Comnmunity summit will spend some time discussing Bosnia

in all its aspects.

MR REYNOLDS:

I think we are all horrified by what we see on our screens every
day of the week in relation to Bosnia and I think everybody knows
that the view of the Trish government, the view of the British
government, in relation to it and undoubtedly it will be discussed
at the summit and hopefully we will be abls to contribute to some

way forward in the whole sad tragic situation of Bosnia.

QUESTION

Was the gquestion of a visit by The Queen raised or discussed?
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PRIME MIN.SY2x/MR REIZNOLLS - PC - LONDON - 15 JUNE 1y¥s

. == A

)

MR REYMNOLZS:

No.

QUESTI ON:

dave you nad a cha=ce to read Sir zZdward Heatk’'s comments on the
security situation where he said that you nesded to lift the issue
cf terxccism hicgher on the political agenda, aspeint & seniorx
Cabinet Minister as a terrorism supremo an€ introduce a

centralises counter-terrorist agancy?

PRIME MINMISTER:

I share with Ted Heath the impcrtance of the issue, I do not shars
with him tie way in which we sinculd deal with the issus., It is
very high on the agenda, it could scarcely te higher on the agencdz

and it will remain there

QUESTION:

You talk about the need to get the parties around the table again,
Sir Patrick Mayhew is talking to them to try and do that, how do
you yourself think that they can be persuaded to get back into

negotiations?

PRIME MINISTER:

You might have asked me that question before they began
negotiations and you would be right to, you would say how are you
ever going to get these people to sit round the table together,

they never have done in the past? But we have crossed that
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LONDON

Rubicor, nave sat round the table, they 2

they have made faxr more prcgress sitting azcund

discussion, parcti o 2ad newvar previouslrw

anybody =z2alistically expected. The advent . elections
in Northern Irelanc ané other matters have krcken that continuous
discussion for a waile. I think it is a mattsr of persuasion and

patience ané I think we will get tizem back rcuzd the takle. You

.

ask me precisely how, if I knew grecisely how, I woulld khave done

it last weeX, dbut that can be écne I have

QUESTION
Is it ccnceivable that new devclutionary arrangements for Norther:z

Irelané will provice a role for Dublin or Bxussels?

PRIME MINISTER:

For Brussels, no I co not think so. We have got to continue, we
have a procesg, I éc not think it is at all helpful to start
inventing fresh processes when we have a process in being, it
undercuts the work that is being done and there is work being
done, we have got a process, the Taoiseach and I would like to see
that process reactivated. Both of us are entirely clear that that
is the right way for us to proceed. So no I do not think an

intermediazy £rom any external source 15 lik2ly to be helpful.
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QUESTION:

Inaudible

PRIME MINISTEZR:
Yes, the teople in Northern Ireiand, go and talk to the people
Northern Zreland,

sy
k

not just the pocilisicians, ¢o and actually tal

to the teople in Noxthern Ireland, it does not matter whether you

talk to trhe 2rotestants or whetiler vou talk to the Catholics, go

and ask them whether thev want ancther 20 vears like the last 20

years ané they will tell vou ‘d¥o'. Gec and ask them whether they

woulé lik2 the politicians to »s talking azné they will tell you

'Yes’. Asx tnem whether they wan: to actually see the end of
violence from whatever souzce it comes and they will say ' Yes’.
¥We all have to try and deal with that cry from the heart and I

think that is a good reason for optimism.

MR REYNOZLDS:

That is exactly the message that I get froam my own contacts on
both sides in both communities in the North of Ireland, they want
to see all the political leaders, both north and south and the
British government and the Irish government all involved in the
talks process. They recognise that the road to violence is &
cruel one, it is the road to nowhere and that there are s0 man
families up there, they have veen hooked by this, they do not waat
to inflict that on their children. Remember now at this stage that
we have young people in the North of Ireland, 21 years of age,

they weras born into violence, they have not known anything else.
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PRIMZ MINMISTEIR/MR RITZNOLDS - PC - LONDON - 16 JUNE 1923

We certainly have a responsibility and both oI us recogrise

that to t=yr in every way we can not to inflict tkat type of
lifestyle ¢n the next generation and for the next 25 years w2 do
not want tc see that type of viclsnce extené intoc the families of
people in Northern Ireland and we are going to use every
initiative that we can think of to try and change that situation
and get pectlie talking which is what peopile ia Northern Ireland

want them to do.

(END OF TZENSCRIPT)
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