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FRO}! EG:•:G rO?. co:;: RADIO TEC:i:::c.;1, SERVICES 

TR.;�sc�:?T O? PRESS CON?ERENCE

GIVE�, S'? 7;-;::; PRIM:: MINISTER, :1;;. JOHN MAJOR,
AND TH'.:: :i:cl.ISH PRI:,IC: MINISTER, MR ALBERT RE".:!-!OLDS,
IN LONDON 

ON WECNESDAY, 16 JUNE 1993

PRIME M� :;r STER:

Good Afte=�oon. I will invite the Taoiseac� to say a wo=d o= two
in a mo�en� just by way o: in�=oduction, a�d then we will take a
few questions fro� you.

I think, as you know, we agreed sometime ago to have twice annual 

summits, On this occasion we �ave met he=e in London, we ag=eed 

today that we would meet towards the back end of the year in 

Dublin and I very much look fo�ward to that. 

We have had the opportunity today of discussing firstly bilateral 

matters, those discussions will continue eve= dinner, we have not 

yet discussed detailed matters relating to Northern Ireland and 

security, those discussions will occur over dinner in a few 

moments. We have had the opportunity of an in-depth discussion on 

the European Community summit and a range of matters beyond that. 
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and! c� the ager.Ca fo= the E�=opean sunrn��, �e ex;�c� we are 

going tc deal with emp�oyment prospects ac=css Euro�e, we look 

forwa=d to discuss�ons about subsidiarity, about a r.��ber of 

foreig:: policy matta�s, 5csnia of course a::::. possibly even Somalia 

anc. Suda:. which may well be the subject o: ::.iscussic�. at the 

Europe a:: sum:ni t, we cer-;ainl y expect to dea: with er.:argement and 

the age::.C.a that I t:1:::i: is fal=ly well la.:.e Ot!t be=or� us and has 

been fer some time. 

I am not expecting any substantive surprises at the s��mit over 

the next few days and neither is the Taoiseach. The discussions 

that ·,1e will have on ti1e future of employme::-: prospects in the 

Commu��ty will not be discussions that we anticipate will lead to 

immediate decisions in the Cornrr.unity, I t:ii::k there are to pick 

six people's minds on the importance of Europe becoming 

competitive not just within Europe but competitive as Europe with 

the United States, with the Pacific Basin and with Japan and we 

spent some time discussing those particular matters. Rather than 

go into the details of the whole range of matters we discussed, I 

leave it to you ask questions if you wish to later, a:ter the 

Taoiseach has made a few remarks. 
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ThanX �-c� very mc.ci:, Crine Mi�.:..ster. I thi�� you have aC.equa1:ely 

cova=ec. t�e extent of the disc�ssions which have ta�en place 

alreac.:; a::.c. o:: course we loo� :orwa::-d to t�e resumptio:1 of talks 

eve= cin::.er tonig�t, especial:y in relatio::. to Nort�e=n Ireland. 

!n relation to the U?-com�ng summit, I agree w:th the ?=irne

Minister that we do not expect any areas to develop that will 

cause eithe: of us any g:eat ?roblerns, I t�in� we see the major 

issues tc be discussed and hope:ully point to the futu:e direction 

of policy ar.d how to tackle t::.€: very serious -.:.:iemplc:,�snt 

sitaat!c= throughout Eu:o�e. :t is now a p=cb!9m fo= e�ery member 

state. As you know, we have �ery serious u::.e�ployment problems in 

Ireland but then indeed so has e,ery other me��e= state, so I 

think it is time that we came to grips and poi:-it in the future 

policy di=ections as to how to tackle that particular problem. 

I think the decisions of Europe will be looking towards 

Copenhagen for that type of discussion, the type of discussion of 

issues that affect ordinary citizens' lives and of course now that 

we have the Maastricht Treaty almost completed I think what they 

will be looking forward to is for the Community to settle down and 

to implement what we have agreed in the Maastricht Treaty. 
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?a! ME :�:�;:STER: 

Just le: me add o�e thing. We have not discussed the substance o: 

secu=ity a�d related matters i� Northern I=eland but we did have a 

very P=e:iminary discussion a�d I should pe=haps maxe it clear 

that we would bott l�xe the talks process to continue ar.d to 

deepe�, we think that is the r:ght way ahead in the :uture, we do 

continue to believe that its objectives are achievable. The next 

phase of course will involve further bilate=al contacts to try a�d 

iden�::y as much com�oj g�ounC as possible bet�een t�e 

participants to the talks and: hope I nee� r.ot say that the 

British ar.d the Irish governments will work closely on the 

substance, in particular of St=and 3. I say that siwply to set 

out the :act that those genera: �arameters have been discussed 

prior to more detailed discussions over dinner. 

QUESTION: 

You talk about the objectives of the talks being achievable, what 

are the objectives of the talks? 

PR! ME MIN! STER: 

We want to make sure that we can actually reaffirm in Northern 

Ireland the sort of democratic structure that most people would 

wish to enjoy, those are the early objectives of the talks. There 

is a great deal of talent in Northern Ireland that is not actually 

exercising itself in terms of local goverru:ient in any way at all, 

now we nesd to examine that, that is the first ground clearing 

exercise, we have to build from the ground upwards, that is the 
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purpose ?: the t�ree-stranded approach a=d c: course Strand 3 is abilate�al approac� betffeen t�e governm9�ts.

I just �a=t to add that both sovernments ara committed to findingthe wa:,-s and means o: resumptio:1 of t alks, ·..;e are fully committed to the t�ree strand process, we believe that it is t�e way forwardin relat:0:1 to it and we war.t to resume the talks on tr.e basis
that we tad them on 1 March 19S1 where noth::1g is agreed until
e·:eryth:.:-.g is agreec. ar.d of coi.:rse in part:c:.:.:ar the thi.:-d strand
between the two gover:-iments, we will be loo:tlng at ways and means
between ourselves as to how we can make our contribution towards a
resumpti�n of those talks, to which we are both fully co .. �itted.

PRIME MINISTER:

The most obvious point of course is the shared wish to see an end
to the violence. Now that is a shared wish not just between the
Taoiseach and with me, that is a shared wish I think amongst the
overwhelming majority of people in both parts of the island of
Ireland. So if one wanted to have an objective, that of course is
the most immediate objective in everyone's mind.

MR REYNOLDS: 

It is the first objective indeed that I set rnyself out when I took
over the job of 'l'aoiseach, that there were two objectives I had
and one was to find a formula for peace in Northern Ireland which
will create the environ�ent for talks to take place on the future
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and to•,; people ea:: learn to l.:'.. ·.-e togetl:er a::c. work together fo= 

QUESTIO!,: 

M= Sm.:'..t� has said that Mr Paisley should not be allowed to hold 

a veto en the res�mpticn of the talks, i: all the other parties 

agreed -:o go aheac., he said, t:ie::,- should gc ahead without Mr 

Paisley, do you agree with th!s? 

PRI :1E :t.: }:I ST:SR: 

I am i:: the business of get�i::g all the parties together for 

talks, : do not tr:ink it is �= help in bri ::ging the parties 

together to get those talks started for me to indulge in public 

e�changes about what one participant of the talks should do. The 

substantive matter is that I want the talks to continue, I want 

everybody to take part in the talks and I am not going to engage 

in public badinage that rnigh� make that more difficult. 

QUESTION: 

I· 

Was the ... Commission discussed? 

PRIME ;,u NI STER:

We ha;f not discussed it yet, it may turn u, later. 
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QUES''.!ON:

What is t:;e curre::-:: assessment of when it may be possible tores wr,e the talks c:i Northern I rel ane?

PRIME MINISTER:
I co�le not give you a date at the momenc, I would l!ke the taa::� r think the �aciseach woula share this view, though he wil speak for himself!:: a minute, I would like t�e tal�s to resu:::,s.;;eed!ly as possib:e. I think perhaps more !:::portant c:ian thefact that I would like the talks to resume as speedily as poss.:.ble, I think all the people who live in :10.::-thern Ireland,,;hich·.wer community -:hey come from, would like to see thep�liticians talking again so that they can begin to seek to resol·,e these p.rohle.:is. I hope that will prove to be possible,Will certainly do all we can to ensure it is.

NR REYNOLDS, 

I bel.ieve the political leaders on all sides are looking to thePOliTicians to make whatever contribution is necessary to re-star
the talks process and I look forward to hearing from Sir Patricktonig�t on the results of his meetings with political leaders sotar and to then make an assessment, an evaluation of how both gover::ments can contribute to the resumption of the talks process.
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Qt/ES•.:-: O:l: 

TherEi s�e::is to be a certain i::ipatien�e in ::,;orthern Ireland amo::.,;­

peop:� who think that devolu:ion shou!C be re-established �irst 

an� ·sho�ld be built from the �ottom up a�C that tying it to 

st=aDis 2 and 3 is delaying a return to de�ocracy of which the 

If yo·. r.ad lived through the .:.ast 20 years in Norther:1 Ireland -

fo::;� v:;, me, you may have done, I do not k:-:o·..: - but anyone who has 

liV�� t�rough the last 20 yea=s in Northe�� Irsland has a �ight to 

be imr;a:ient. But I think wr.at we have to build is a structure 

that is going to last. Wears approaching that in the way we 

think is most likely to achieve that end, that is why we belive 

we �ae� to go through the stra:;p.ed approach to talks so that we 

can cafrY consent. Above all, what we need in Northern Ireland is 

an �n11to the violence and consent for the developments that have 

been riiade, and it is upon that basis that we have approached the 
·f 

, \ talks �n this particular way. But as to people feeling impatien_.,
t,

• 

1 

I ;ully understand an d sympathise with that. 
• 4 . \ 

t 
QU?ST!ON, 

Sut is'.there a blueprint bein� prepare d bv ��r Patrick? 

,f\ 
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PR! ME :-1: �I STSR: 

It depends what ycu mean by a �_ueprint. O: course the Secretary 

of State is exami:1ing r_..,w we take the matter :orwarc:. anc:. how we 

enco�rage t�P �alks to go for-ard, but I do not know quite whether 

0:1� -.-c ... 10. call that a bluepri::t. 

QUESTION: 

••• for the British and Irisr. government to lean on  the local 

politicians to get them to accept not only to come to the talks 

but to acce�t a settlement? 

PRIME MINIST:Si.l.: 

One man's leaning is another man's persuasion. We are seeking to 

persuade all the participants to return to the talks, that is the 

way to reach a lasting settle�ent in our view. 

QUESTION: 

Are you taking Mr .... advice in asking the Taoiseach to do 

something about removing Articles 2 and 3 of the Republic's 

constitution? 

PRIME MINISTER: 

I am not going into my private discussions with the Taoiseach, I 

am keen to make sure that we look at all the elements of getting a 

proper settlement and that is the Taoiseach's view too, but I am 

not discussing that in public. 

©NAI/TSCH/2021/95/21 



• 

- : 0 -

they can • ... ·o:-k toget��= to irnpro�-e -:.he lot: c: :?et:, com:::u:--.i. �ies in 

:� relation to t�e ov�rail talks process, ve ere q��te 

North o! I=:;:anc. to 3.noth9.r 23 - 25 y9ars o! ·.,i.olence -h�ch they 

�ave suffe=ed up to now, wa thin� there is �a=vellous =esi!ience 

in the co���r�ty up there to cor.tinue to live ordinary li,es and 

we want to use the opportunity, and any opportunity we can get, to 

try anc :i=st of all find a for:aula for peace up there a�� then 

hopefully to get people to talk together. 

QUESTION: 

Do you see a difference in principle of the ur�on between England 

and Scotland and England and Northern Irelanc? 

PRIME MI NI STER: 

It is the principle of consent. ;,e have alwa;·s made it clear in 

terms of Northern Ireland that nc changes in tee positicn of 

�orthern Ireland could be obtained without t�e consent ot the 

people of Northern Ireland. And as I have said in speeches in 
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Scotla�c �P �o and dur!ng the gar:eral election, you nee1 to retain 

the conse�� of people in Scotland for the u:::.on, so t�at is I 

think a similar posit!c� 

QUESTION: 

Do you t::!r:k your meeting today would raise i:.opes in );o�hern 

Ireland c= an improvement in the security si�uation because surely 

that is uppermost in the minds c= most peop:e? 

PlG ME MI NI STER: 

The Taoiseach and I have kno;.,n o:1e another o·;er many :,:ears, both 

as Ministers before he became Taoiseach and! became ?ri�e 

Minister, we are used to doing :,usiness together, we ha·,e done 

business together in more than one capacity over a number of 

years. These meetings are regular meetings, they are not 

emergency meetings, they are not crisis meetings, it is one of a 

whole series of regular meetings that have gone on for a while, I 

instituted them a couple of years or so ago, they are going to go 

on continuing. I think the community of interest that exists both 

in the European Community, beyond the European Community and in 

terms of Irish matters make it absolutely right that we should 

have these twice yearly summits. 

I do not want people under any of these summits to suddenly 

develop unrealistic expectations, if we have learned anything 

about the history of Ireland as a whole it is that patience is a 

virtue and patience is a necessity. So nobody should reach 

©NAI/TSCH/2021/95/21 
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unrealistic ex�ecta:ions. Of co�:se we wil: discuss security 

matters, we a:ways discuss secu:ity matters and we ra:ely talk 

abou: sec�rity matters beyond ou: private discussions, I am sure 

that we wi�l discuss them later ton.:.ght. 

QUESTIO:-i: 

Can I as� you both iow you expect the Eu:o?ean Community to 

respond to the renewed impatience from President Clinton and his 

avowed S�?po:t for arming the ... and indeed air st:ikes? 

PRIME lC :;: S:'ER: 

I think the:e is not�ing :resh to say, you know the British 

government's position about that, it is as it was. I am sure the 

European Co:nmunity summit will spend some time discussing Bosnia 

in all its aspects. 

MR REYNOLDS: 

I think we are all horrified by what we see on our screens every 

day of the week in relation to Bosnia and I think everybody knows 

that the view of the Irish government, the view of the British 

goverr.r.1ent, in relation to it and undoubtedly it will be discussed 

at the summit and hopefully we will be able to contribute to some 

way for�ard in the whole sad tragic situation of Bosnia. 

QUESTION: 

Was the question of a visit by The Queen raised or discussed? 
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MR REY�lo::::s: 

No. 

QUESTION: 

Have you �ad a cha::'!.ce to reads�= Edward r.ea��'s comments on the 

security s:tuation where he said that you needed to li:t the issue 

of terror:sm higher on the polit:cal agenda, a;ipoint a senior 

Cabinet Minister as a te:,;rorism su;iremo a::'!.d introduce a 

centralised counter-�errorist agency? 

PR! ME M: �,: S'Z'ER: 

I share �ith Ted Heath the impor�ance of the issue, I do not share 

with him the way in which we should deal with the issue. It is 

very high on the agenda, it could scarcely be higher on the agenda 

and it will remain there. 

QUESTION: 

You talk about the need to get the parties around the table again, 

Sir Patrick Mayhew is talking to them to try and do that, how do 

you yourself think that they can be persuaded to get back into 

negotiations? 

PRIME MINISTER: 

You might have asked me that question before they began 

negotiations and you would be right to, you would say how are you 

ever going to get these people to sit round the table together, 

they never have done in the past? But we have crossed that 
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• 

Rubicon, -.:.ey have sat round t::e table, they :ia·;e made progress, 

they have made far "'ore progress sitting aro��c. the table in 

discussion, parties that had never previously dcne t::at, than 

anybody raalistical:y expected. The advent o: the local elections 

in Northern Ireland and other matters have broken that continuous 

discussion for a while. ! thin:� it is a matter of persuasion and 

patience and: think we will get them back rou�d the table. You 

ask me precisely hew, if.I knew precisely �o., I woulc have done 

it last week, :Out t:iat can be c.o:-i.e I have nc doubt. 

QUESTION: 

Is it conceivable t::at new devclutionary arrangements for Northern 

Ireland will provide a role for Dublin or Brussels? 

PRIME MINISTER: 

For Brussels, no I do not think so. We have got to continue, we 

have a process, I do not think it is at all helpful to start 

inventing fresh processes when we have a process in being, it 

undercuts the work that is being done and there is work being 

done, we have got a process, the Taoiseach and I would like to see 

that process reactivated. Both of us are entirely clear that that 

is the right way for us to proceed. So no I do not think an 

intermediary from any external source is likely to be helpful. 
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QUESTION: 

Inaudible, 

PRIME M! :;: STER: 

Yes, the people in Northern Irelanc, go anc ta_k to the people in 

Northern :relanc., not just the politicians, go and actually talk 

to the people in Northern Irela�c, it does not matter whether you 

talk to t�e ?rotestants or whet�er you talk to the Catholics, go 

and ask t�era whether they want another 20 years like the last 20 

years anc they will tell you ' �o'. Go and ask them whether they 

would lik� the politicians to be talking ace they will tell you 

'Yes'. As� them whether they want to actually see the end of 

violence :rom whatever source it comes and t�ey will say 1 Yes1
• 

We all have to try and deal with that cry froo the heart and I 

think that is a good reason for optimism. 

MR REYNOLDS: 

That is exactly the message that I get fro::t my own contacts on

both sides in both communities in the North of Ireland, they want

to see all the political leaders, both north and south and the

British government and the Irish government all involved in the

talks process. They recognise that the road to violence is a

cruel one, it is the road to nowhere and that there are so many

families up there, they have been hooked by this, they do not want

to inflict that on their children. Remember now at this stage th�t

we have young people in the No=th of Ireland, 21 years of age,

they wera born into violence, they have not known anything else,
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We certa���y have a responsibility and both o: us recognise 

that to tr:..r i:1 every way we can not to infEct that type of 

li:estyle c� the next generation and for t�e next 25 years wa do 

not wan� �o see that type of violence exte�d into the far.ulies of 

people in �orthern Ireland and we are going to use every 

initiati-;e that we can think of to try and change that situation 

and get peo?le talking which is what people in Norther:1 Ireland 

want the::t to do. 

( END OF TR.A:,SCRI PT) 
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