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question

Secratary of Ftate, first of all, do you think that thie attack, this
atrocity in Warrington is a wataershed with the tragic death of the
3-ysar-old child. Do you think that there will be demande, inavitadle
deannds on the Govermmant ¢n do much »ora to root out these terrocists
as a result of thias?

decretary of State

T think that it hme bit the imagination and the consaiance of the
public in a way that nothing else haam dose. I hope that it has dene
the sams to the IRA ard those Who tolarate them. BEverytiing is baing
dons lere in Northera Izeland and iz Great 3ritain to catch tarrvorista
and te bring tham to justice. What we need ls more Relp for the
police. BRvery time somstding 1ike tdis dappans there is scmadody who
xnovwe & bit ahsut it., There are pecple wio Inow that scasetiing le
liksly to bappen. What I say to them is » how maxy more children’s
faces are going ta ba Dlown away; how many mors youny ehildren are
going €0 ba Xilled, bhecanuses you bave 20t hrought yocuraalf to tsell the
police what you know.

Questioa

Do you think it will fuel denands tc ancourzge that debate, to
stimulate the oversll dabate, to protiote tha idea of a British
withdrawsl.

Recratary of Btate

Qh, thAat would bo mn extraordinary result and if they den't kxnow that
the Bxitish people raspond with sver greater deteraimation te tuis
kind of outrage thsy don't ksow saytaing at all. I sametimas have
felt that they mnet be in ignorance of that fuzlamental faod abent
British pecple. It is a fusdamental fsct =ad you will fina froam
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warriagton, I feel quite sure, 28 wve £ind here im Northaran Ireland, &n
apsclute detarmipatioa to bounce beaok, te grit the testh, to eerry oa
vith ardizary life. DPecple in a demearscy and certainly in tda
aritial 4eamoozsdy never give way tas force lst alona foul and revolting
viclease of this kiad.

Question

Do you tbink that the Irish in Britain are now under anarscus prassure
as a result of this attack and, if Go, what dc you think that you
could say to English pecple in Bngland thar Would in scme way take the
heat off the Irish population?

Sacretary of stats

Well I think thst attacks upen pecpla because thay are Irish or
attacks on peopla because they axe Britieh or any othex kind of -ish
Are absurd and very wroad. It would be very vrang if Ixrish pecple
vere to be attacked by reasson of this revalting erime carried out by
the IRA. 7The IRA are not acting om behalf of Iriesd pecple. Thimk of
thae Iziak pecple and tae contribution that they have made to our
country for example, in var as in pasce. Te behave like tbhat iz to
benave like the IRA and I am certain that that’s mot going to dappen
Recause pecpls (n sur ocountry are sot only vise but they are fair.

guestion

But doubtless pecople across the vater will say that these terrorists
wbo carried out these attacks came from this part of the world and
they will ask you becaudsa you are a Secretary of 8tats for Nerthern
Ivaland vhat it ig you are deoing ta bring thase psople to hook?

Becretary of state

That i3 a very differsat (uestion and the IRA know very well of the
nature of tha oppositicn that i3 mounted against tham., We doa‘'t hear
unfortunately oa the medis eaything like anough ahcut the anccessss
that the RUC Dave dad last year - over 400 pecple were oharged with
tarzorist offences; scmething like 90 psople vare charged with murder
i{a terrorist arimas and tise und time aguin ths RUC scors successes
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against these peocple, even over this lagt veekend. Very significant
euacassses have Deen scored hy the RUO, dut of Course more oeuld be
dons, And thRat nceds greater support froa pecple vho tolerate the IRA
to the extent of not telling the police what they kaov. That's my
nessage to peocple. Do not tolerate pecple vbo are capable of bebaving
as evilly and as foully as thase pecple dave dona,

Question
But surely in response to an atrecity like this and in reasponse to the
various atrocities in Northern Iraeland the time is nov right to tum

round and say ta the security forces: You'Te hands are unlaesked, go
and get those rasponsible?

Secretaxy of state
Thoss who speaR like that must answer thia Quastion. Wnat is tyiag
the hands of Lhe eecurity forces; what is it you vant to ses done that
is different in character from vhat ia being done at tha moment. I
£ind no ansver to that quaation azcept vhen pecple are actually frank
enough to say: “Well, aactually what ve Reas ig that security forces
should act outside the law’. HEow that ia pot acasthing that I will
telerats, it is not samething that the security forcaa wvomld
thammelves tolerate and it should asver be sdvocatad. Thie cocuntry
stande for the rule of leaw and it is faced vitli a challenge to the
rule of law of very grave dimansioas. We must not ahandon our own
datarainatien tRat our awa foroces stay vithin the law, because if we
vere to do 80 Ve ruduce ourselves thén to the lavel of tha pacple ¥Whem
ve are opposing and nothing would please tdem more, Mow this is not
to say that nothing more can be dome. If the dsath of this little Doy
Jonathan, and if the ssiming of thka 12-year-old hoy, and if the
injuxies to thkese 58 people ian the elopping eeatra, aRopping on
Paturday, ia to achiave anything it is going to achiavae this, I
believe, that pecple are going to ask thamselves: “Eov snoh lodgel
cad I go en, not telling tha policse what I Xmsw adout this Xind of
thing being plamned iz future. EHow such longer can I go on justifying
in xy coascience, not telling the polica what I knowv about semething
that bad beppened ia the past.”
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Question

Will Warringtoh and various other terrorist atrocities that hava taken
place in the past six msontha, a year, figure am the agenda tomorrey
for the Anglo~-Irish Conference?

Secretary of State
I am sure tdey vili,

Question
And vhat do you think the Irish Govermment would contribute in that
dabate?

Searetary of gtate

The Irisel Gevarnment is as bitterly opposed to ths IRA as the British
Goverament. Of tbat T dave no doubt. TPeeple in the South of Irslasd
similarly, of that I Rave no doudbt. Thaae aro poople Who are a tiny,
tiay fragtion of the people liviag in this island and they are
ragatded vith egual revulaion Barth and @outh of the border within
this ialand. I have no oomplaint about lack of co-vperation. I am
vary grataful for the co-operation whaigh exists betwsea the aazxda and
the R00. of ¢ouraa thare are vays in which witd axperiance the tvo
forces aan vork even battsr together and avery tims we meat ia the
Conference we axplore ways in which taat dagpana., The two Xasds of
the Police Torces are present on sach coceasion. Very good
relationship Datwaen tham ss thers is betveen ths two forces and eaok
tins we explore ways in whieh Datter co-gparations cam be achisved an»d
I am sUCs Ve shsll do that tomeorrow.
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SECRFTARY OPF STATH AND DICX SFRING PRIOR TO AZGC - 23 MARCR 1993
Question
I prasume you will be discussing the bomb in Warrington?

Digk Bpring
It wvas appalling. It wae an sutrage in fact and somathing vhioeh tda
Irish Government im vary shocked at.

Qquestion .
Will thae Izish Governmaent be sending a representative to tha funeral?

Diok Spriag

2he Izish Gevermmeat will De ropresented at the funaral and we will de
disousaing thoes matters and it's obviously subject to the fanily's
wishes.

Question
What sort of level will that be?

Dicx spring
That has to be decided. We Dava a Dnblin mesting ia faot this
afternoon.

Queatica
Bir Patrick, the first tima that the Irish Government has bean
rapresanted at a funeral ........0e?

niak 8pring

I can't speak for previous vears. I think wea have baen represented in
the paat, Dut certainly thare iy & ssnse of outrage - vwhich I have
not axperienced bafore ~ in rslaticn to ths death of this onild. I
have to say there's a terrible sense of anjer in tha South at what's
happenad and it does aot represent the views of Iriah people,

Question

8ir Patrick, what do you think the police forces can da to prevant the
kind of thing which happened?
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Searetary of state

I think that co-cperatioa is the best means dy which the two POlice
forces cAn DAAT dowa upon these evil people and I am vary giad to be
able to exY ia the prssence of the Tanaiste that co-operation bas
never been 0loser. I think wve bhotd agree that this meeting today is
svidance of the value of regular meetinge bstvesn tdhe two Gavercmants,
esach Head of tdhe police force is ders, the Commissioner is hare, the
chief Constable of the RUC is her¢ and it ghows how very valuable it
is that there are regular and frequant meetiagas of the kind that we're
going to have today, and I am sure tnsse GTe mattere that are geiag to
be discusasd.

Question
Will you be attampting to get the Talks reatarted, My Spring?

piek spring

abvieualy wa Both Rave an iptarest in getting Talks restarted and
we'rs Joing to dave a wide-ranging discussion an all of the issuee and
all the sattars we want to talk sdout betweezn us.

guestion
Do you think it's possible?

Diek Spzring
Well I think we're both optimists ultimatsly.

sSecratary of State
rhat's right. We bOth want to see the Talks regumed and that's one of
the arsas we shall be talkiag about.
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