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JOHN GHI' I IPPBISI '19 DI WNP c;KJffl\• 191 nrtlBD:UQHAL
iTVPIEf, 27 IDTIKIJJl«1tts. 

(in direct spaach,nQt v•rbatilll) 

I believe all ccntlicta are twi.damentai.'lY the aama. Thay only
ditur in the numbu'• and weaponry involved. 'l'Venty five year• a9'0
th• !torthei-n tro�lu baqan vhen the civil d9'hts movement wu
beaten ott the streets. Sinc:e then 3,300 �•oPl• have bean killed,
and 30,000 maimed 1n a population of on• and a halt million, This 
casualty rate is equivalent to a halt'mill�cn people in the U.S. or 
100,000 in the U,K, i

Th• conflict is someti1110• diniased as a l;tb century religious war
or a normal condition tor the 11\larrinq Irish". N.I. hu the biggaat
church going pcpulation in western IV.rope yat 13 walls are needed 
to Hpaute and pi-ctect the community, Thu• walls are an 
indictment of us all. Our past attitudes have built theJ11, We must 
axaffiine in dapth these att1tudu. The c�nfliot is deeper than a 
reli9'ioua quanel, It i• a conflict et i�entitiu. 

·j Th• challenge is to tba majorltI traditi�n. Thay want to protect
their own identity and way Of l te. I s�port this, Because they 
don't trust the other aid• to protect their way ot life they va.nt 
to hold all pcwer in thair own hands lilce the Atrikaanera and tha
Sarba. But it you hav• raal faith in your'idantity no ona can take 
it away. Tb• nationalist 11tincl set on the othei- hand loolca to 
territcey - "Thi• ia our land" - with a hi,torical ov�lay of nobl•
aacrifi041 in dyinq tor ·your ccuntey. '!'he�• ia • qreat ditteranca
between dyinq and killin; tor your cow,tey, 'l'ba IM have Jcill•d six
timH more Irhh people than the Britlah U'IIIY and the police 
combined. • • 

; 

I want the peopl• of lraland to live in paac• and harmony. 
Territory baa no ri9hta, people have and the people are divided on 
how that right can be EUCarciaed. 'l'he aoluticn can only t>e found in
peace and negotiation. 

Today there are hopeful •i91l•• Ireland i•'.& very di!tuent place to
what it was .$.J'l the 1920'• Whel\ soyereignty was a major issue.
Northern Ireland represents the failure �t tba twc governments of 
tl\a day to resolve their ditfarencea ever �ovu-aiqnty. Tcday shared 
soverei911ty is the hope fer the tuture, 1 The great.at axaffipla of 
conflict rasoluticn i• the European.eomm�nity. Pitty year• ago 25 
million people died in. the European oontlict. �opuns realised 
the need to accept their ditterenaes � to build instituUcns
which reflected them but which allowed all to work the 0oin111on
ground. ./ 

con�lict i• about tha refusal to accept ditterance, seein9 it a•, 
thnat rather than an enr1Chment. Dittar'ance should never be the
cause ot confli�. . ! 
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Tha problem is not confined to N,I., It d�e& not centr• around who 
weilds powar in the Horth. Th• three seta ·gf relationships have to 
be sorted out by a;reement. Any agreement must :resolve the issue ot 
sharing ot the island. A Council of Hinis�ers should represent the 
two administrations on the ialand. Meeting req\ilarly decisions 
should be taken by aqrOQlllent focusing· on eo111111on interests. 'I'ha 
Agreement should be put to the people North and south on the sa�e 
day reassuring th• Onionista that it ia'not a takeover bid and 
delivadnq on the self· doterminAtion ot' the Irish. people as a 
Whole. j 

: 

Derry which endured tha greatest deaerimlnation and violence ha• 
put this philcsophy into praotic:e in it• local government. Th• Lord 
Mayor and t.h• chairmanship ot council ccmm�tteH rotate between the 
two communities. cuocraoy is not abOUt'majority rule but about 
consent and a;reament. It is inclusive n�t exclusive. 

i 

conor O'Riordan 
28 SepCernber,1993 
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