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BBC BREAKFAST WITH FROST At
INTERVIEW: JAMES MOLYNEAUX

DECEMBER 5TH, 1993

Please note "BBC Breakfast with Prost" must be credited if any
part of this transcript ia used

CAVID FROST:
And ncw we turn ts the sucject <£ Northern Irelansi, tre pea:e
mcves in Nerzhera Ireland continue tC be devilled by high-pre

and errors and recrisinations and the Eritisn

Tize Minlsrers finally got tsgecher last Friday, juss twe
Nit

but their meeting encded witnout any fsrmal stacemens
Or agresmern, JjusSt a trom:ise %Cc Teet 3gain next weex. This
morning there’s a fresh row over the Republic of Iraland’'s
constituticnal claim on the North. Ndwspaper repcrts, as we've
just heard, saying that Jehn Major is softening hig line, Cowr
Street souxrces this moraning deay it. Joining me

3elfast studio, a vital figure in =hs future of I:slund,
seader of the Ulster official Uniznists, James Molyneaux. Carmes
gocd morning.

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:
Good morning to you Robin...sorry David.

DAVID FROST: 5

Jesus I’'m looking older this morning, it’s the glasses, itz’'s an
easy mistake tc make. Now I know in fact you can't see very
clearly from the other end there because you've actually gat us
toming into your ear but you don’‘t have the delightful picture
that we have of ycu. Tha Sunday Telegraph here this morming, we
quoted it earlier, Major softens l:ine on Irish claims to Ulscer,
now denied by Cowning Street, the suggestion that Re’s relaxing
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on his demand for a statement t¢ mention repealing Articles

3 of the Irish Constitution., wnat was your reaction o that
zhig morning?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

wWell JDownlag Street was gquite sight because it was nst Jonn Majer
who said that, T said it in my centribution to tae Queen’s
Speech. On your programme Mr Reynolds said to you that L{f ke were
fcrced to put that zreferencdum to the peopis of cthe Scuth of
Ireland he could not gst -t through and thereby i: would damacs
his government. I said., nct unreasonably, that whe wers we o
question his position and why dicn’t we accept waat hs saig,
after all ha knows best, and that 1f we were going t¢ be requirad
to agree to something which would e manifestly far more serious
for Northern Ireland, then the people. a lot of the gpeorle in
Northarn Ireland would say ‘weil why worry about it'. So I zhink
it cama from me two weeks ago, not from Mx Major.

DAVID FROST:

well T mean the point was that whaz Albert Reynolds said here on
thig programme, he sa:id he couldn’t put such a referendum co zhe
Fecple now, in the morning they wouldn’'t pass it, but he said
that "we are prepared to ask the Irish pecple ’'are you prepared
to change Articles 2 and 3', l've given that commitment and
that’s what the Unlonist population wanted me to give and they’'ve
got that commitment in relation to it". So you have a commitment
that ha would put it to a referendum but only when the clear,
whola outline of the package is cleax?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

Yes that’s right, only when ha would get something more
enforceable than the unenforceable Articles 2 and 3 which he's
got at the moment and that other alternativa would have -een
joint authority over Northern Ireland leading on to our ceing
invo.ved in a United Irelarnd, chat’s what he meanc.
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DAVID FROST:

Well he did make that pledge or <oat Ddromige anyway, ulso tha
other story thig moraing, therse's so much to talk abouz, wag tre
Jlsczer Polizicians, the claims 2% tZe IRA o have Put out peaca
feelars t5 modsrace Leyalists ir Nerthewn Ireland. Are yYou aware,
23 the Chsavver says today, that thar has haprened, trat thare
have been IRA peaca feelers tc Protestants?

JANES MOLYNEZADX:

Well I woulld he flacterad i€ Tecrle had tarmed me 3 mederate
Unionist, tiey haven't deen in touch witna me certainly buc
don’'t doubt that all this kind c¢ thirng does happen. I'm always
T weuld' e Lean surprised, {or axampls, earlier in the weak, :
somecra tald me that no contacrts were made with the IRA or witns
any otier tarrorist organisation, after all this kind of Lanky-
Fanzy's been goiang on for 320 Years, I don’t dount thac it is
happening.

.
£

DAVID FROST:

And in terms of what's happening yosu Have given the goverament
the Lenefit of the doub: on their caontacts with the }RA. haven':
you?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

Well I’ve taken the rather cynigal view, that's because of my
great age I supposa, that (& has been going on and we’‘ve all seen
it go on from right back from Willy Whitelaw’'s time - the tea and
buns and tkem in Paul Channon’s £lat - and I'm aure Willy shook
hands with him as they were leaving and said "I'm terribly sorry
we didn’t reach complate agreement but do keep in touch chapa,
do keep in touch*. And then we had Merlyn Rees’ incidant ¢antras,
then we have the mechanism continuocusly ig operation, exchanging
the details of the recognised codewerds which You hear repeatedly
quite frequsntly in regard to the planting of bombs and that sort
©f thing. so it's been going on ana the evidence of it hae baan
there and you remember that Enoch Powell and I, as far back as
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1979, 1330, 19891, were alarzing Decple to all of this and we were
laughed to scorn by the industry, news industyy and X have to say
a Freal many Unicnists as wall,

DAVID FROST:
3us at She mame time G2 ysu think that there is & chance
by Christmas or a jc:in: declaraticn by Christmas,

JAMES MOLYNBAUX:

Oh I think that vou rFentisned earlier on in the prcgramme abeut
Righ proiile, I think things evarndone by meary of high
profile, 1 dc not %X - although I wauld like te se2 peace
tomorrow if that wera cczsikcle - I do not :=hink it will happen

in that way. I thirk that tis propar course is that in walch Ser
Majesty’s govarnment .s embiarked, the news industry don’:t seem
£2 want to kncw absut it. We have =een working cuietly 1in
discussions and bilater-al cagsis with Michael Ancram the junior
minister whc's in charge of political davelopment fcr thrsa solid
nonths, we Fave made that known that that is geing on but nobody
anywhere wants to be {nterested bLecause it's not high-wire
summitry. But I‘m ccenZident that that will deliver kteeause you
see what 1t will do will enable the people of Northerz Irelarnd.
and they have the key %o it - it will enable them to fizd a
conmon denominatcr pegizion whica will enable them to work
tcgether, perhaps at a low level of administrative government
building up gradually to something higher. But you see it's tased
on my fizrm belief that we have in Northern Ireland one community
not twa, and my job is to draw together the etrands of that
community and if you ask me how wide that 18, it’s exactly 85 per
cent of the population simply want to get on with their everyday
life and work together at eases with each other.

DAVID PROST:

And when you talk about the plans for the futura and the las:
thres monthe working with Michael Ancram do you hoge that that
would be a more constructive way to peace, {9 that what you’re
saying?
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JAMES MOLYNEBAUX:
Aell ¢§ ¢ourse it is becausa you cae iZ ycu gat Prime Miniscers
rcund a table, If you ger party leadsrs around a :aple
tsulsrly in Northern Ireland, you then ask them to which
natisn 4c cthey wan: to teleng and of ccurse they'll tell you ard
onse trey’ve told you well zhen it’s all up with any prog-ess.
So the sansiple way tc do 1t L8 tc reccgnise that thers are
diZfarances, differences of aspirations but reflecting that view
¢f wWwnat I call the greater nurber which has been, for examsla,
corniirmed ia th2 Irish Times public opinion poll taken only seven
days ago. You Rrave =the greatdr naumber of whom I spezx,
Prctastants and Roman Catholocs, 35 per ~ent of the populat:ion
Nersharn Ireland simply want to get sn with their evaryday
s.rs without any interfevence, or indead any summitry.

DAVID FROST:
And in fact 23 ger cent was the figure, waan’t it, of

Cathelics who wanted a United Ireland?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:
Nc there’'s only 14.7 who wanted a United Ireland.

DAVID FROST: r

Oh well there'’'s anothar one, it was only 23 per cent of Cathclics
which would come back probably to about 14.7 overall of th
population. But I mean did you welcome the talks on Friday, do
you welcome the next meeting later this week between the Prixe
Minister and Albert Reynolds, do you welcome those things or as
you just said about summitry do you think we’d be much better off
without all this summitzy?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

We would be much better cff without it and I’'ve alwaye taken this
view and I think 3aroness Thatcher used to share my view when she
was lsader of anothier party in Parliament before she became Prime
Minister, she uged to find it all very tirasome as she did in her
early days, I think she acguired a liking for it later on
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tecause, well certain high profile naturally that sort of thing
doesn’t appeal 0 ma but summicry is something which is highly
damaging and therefore I didn’t advise against the meeting
yescerday, I think what was very useful in that they downgraded
ie fzem calling it summit, even so tnare was £ar too much
expectation kuilt up because what the nawspapars wera talking
about couldn‘t possikly ke delivered.

DAVID FROST:

Ané what about, yeu clearly although you don‘t agree about
summ=ts and sc ©n, yeu cbviously, as you said, we do understand
aach cther, have a2 very goe¢d relationsnip with John Major, what
i wrnat Xen McGuinness descrived in July as ycur arrangement, he
called it, with John Major?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

The arrangement is exactly the sawe as 1t wag withk Jim Callzghan
in his time, that provided Her Majesty’s gcvernment slected by
tae Parliament, by the people of the Cnited Kingdem, provided
they are govarning in the kes: interests of the Unized Kingdom
in general and 9f Northern Ireland in particular, thess are the
key words, we will not terminate the 1life of the Parliament
prematurely, That’s exactly what the formula is.

DAVID FROST!:

And in terms of the future of Northern Ireland, in terms of
massages from thege, from these meetings, Alkert Reynolds said
for instance that he would go anywhere at aay time to talk to any
political leader. Would you like him to come and see you?

JANES MOLYNBAUX:

At some stage we would be prepared to repeat what we did last
year, for instance remember Mr Palsley and I way back, four years
ago signed up to the prospect, not just Lhe prospect, but to the
slan to meet at some gtage with Irish government ministers. We
did that, particularly last year for quite a long time, I myself
led my delegation to Dublin, there isn‘'t any barrier to that if
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there’s evidence that it’S going to lead to something but we ¢
not want to indulge in mere summitry as a gimmick if it’'s nc
geing to lead to anything.

DAVID FROST:
You and lan Paisley have sor: of agreed to disagree at the momer
haven’t you?

JAMEE MOLYNEAUX:
we hava a very civilised relationship, we were speaking on tt
telephona only last evening, Yyes.

DAVID FROST:
Sonthat \your, ©o

JAMES MOLYNRAUX:
We’'ra two separate parties so...

DAVID PROST:
Are you in parallal or ars you different?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

Both, we’re in parallel on the things that really matter, ¢
retention of Northern Ireland by the will of the greater rumb
of pecple, 85 per cent of tha paople in Northern Ireland ju
simply wishing to stay within the United Kingdom. We would Giff
of course on the tactics, we would differ I suppose on t.
presentation of our cases in public, but on that there isn’'t a
great difference in that raspect.

DAVID FROST;

Now at the moment the two governments are trylng to come up wi
a form of words that will persuade the IRA to lay down chair ar
and for a cessation of vioclence. What have you got to offer the

what would be your message to the IRA to persuadas them to 1
down thesir arms?
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JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

well my message would be exactly the same as it weculid be to the
Loyalist paramilitaries, Lo any criminals anywhere ‘n the United
Kingdom - stop keing crimizals - that’'s for starters.

DAVID FROST:
And how would ycu persuade them that it was in their interests
to do go?

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:

Well I think you don't need to persuade criminals to stop being
¢riminals, you simply say to them - you're preakiang the law of
the land, ycu're acting against th2 wishes cf the greater numper
of people in your own countzry, you're trying to gec by violenca
what you cannoz gec by democratic means so will you stop it.
That’s all one’s got to say.

DAVID FROST:
And when do you thiank such a cesgation of violence might happen?

JAMES MOLINBAUX: -

well I don’t think we should discount entirely the sum of the
truth which have been emerging from the rather confused
disclosures of the past waek or so. There had been feelers put
out, do you remembexr, even a year ago tcday before Christmas in
ragard te an extended ceasefire over Christmas, there was a 51-
poeint plan no doubt evolved through the same channals which were
disclosed only about a week ago. So that I think there is
something in that that paramilitaries on all sides are now
beginning to see that they cannot get by violence that which is
available through the ballot box and therefore I think that they
themealves may ce coming to the ¢onclusicn, there are signs that
they are coming to the conclueion that it isn’t worth going on
any longer.
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DAVID PROST:

James Molymeaux thank you very much £{or ijoining us this merning
we hope in some way crhat we will £ind ncpe in the situaticn,
we’'ll ebvicusly ke talring about i* with Douglas Kurd in a wmomant
or two, but righ:z fcr now tiank you very much indeed.

JAMES MOLYNEAUX:
Thank you.

DAVID PROST:
James Mclymeaux there.

END
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