Reference Code:

Creator(s):

An Chartlann Ndisiunta
National Archives

2021/95/44

Department of the Taoiseach

Accession Conditions: Open

Copyright:

National Archives, Ireland.
May only be reproduced with
the written permission of the
Director of the National
Archives.



12/10/93 11150 T202 232 5993 IRE EMB/WASH DC

DFC-88-1983 B3:49PM FROM CONSLL OF IRELAND i, Ll

75 SMBRSSY DC P.g2
.aec ge ‘s3 w%al RSSTBLYMAN CRGUAEY WO : P.274 7
4K ‘ : =

Americans For 3 New Irish Agenda

159 Morrisen,
Baly

1

|

|

i ‘ - : December 7, 1993
| /

L
Henorable wnfi:m J, Clinton
President |
The White Hoyse
1600 Ponasylvania Avenue
Washingtan, ;[5C. 20500
Dear Mr. Pr #‘dom:

Amer“l'jﬂs for a New Irish Agenda {ANIA) is a broad conlitten of Irish-Americans
and others q« ply committes 1o the United States’ playing an active aad construstive role
in belping seiys a just, lasting And peaceful resolution of the troubles in Northera Ireland.
ANIA was ed in order 1o promote the implementation of the agsnda which you
preseated to de Irish-American community while campsigning for Prestdeat in 1992. Our
group is linsfted in its scope to the advoeacy of the specifie commitments which yon made -

» commitments we telicve were wise and appropriate when made and equally needing
implomentation now that you are Presiden:.

We ﬁqf‘e watehed with dismay as your support for our ecnunol agends hos wraed
duning m.flm yeaz in office;  Qur dismay wes Reighteaed 1o feeHngs of anges and
betrayal as wi rend your October 30, 1993 letter to Mayor David Dinkins. How conld it be
that 2 persp who "would be totally barmless to let in..’ in April 1992, now must be
excluded in (e inflammatory lasguage of the Diakins leiter? TFradkly, the expressed basis
of your deaidl of & visa o Gurry Adams suggests a failure of those dvising you on these
matiers (o P dersiand the ennrmous chan;es in the situation in Nerthem Ireland.

i
) Whén,corry Adams was deniod & visa for the first tine dusing your Administration
in April, 1993, magy of us were Bopeful that this desision was more 3 Teaction 1o other
iminigration criscs rather than & renuficiation of the commen setise pesition you toek on
the cnmpalg trail. We looked forward ta a Sew apportunity for a new visa application in

3 I‘Css_ volai e context. Despite the rictoric of the Dinkizs letter, we ure stil) hepeful of
oing 9. |

4
Ths (ast several months have revealed the absolutely critieal role of Gerry Adams
and Sinn Fein in any constructive process for peace and reeenciliation in-Noethorn Ireland.
The d‘cﬁﬂh by Joha Hume to engage Gerry Adams, in substantive diseusions about
it '
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framework for the cessation of visleacs ang the degianing of a broader pesce {nluative,
demonsiratey zhae the views of My, Adams 8ad the peopls he Iepresants are an intepral part
of any mtk_tﬁun!. Further, the diseussions show that Jopa Bume belicves 1hat achievi
an end 1o vidieace requires sfimatively engaging the leaders of Sing Peln {n order wo
define the elements whieh wili be required for that cessation to oeur, Sincs fhe conclusion
of the §irs1 found of the Hume-Adams ks, Mr. Hume has aggressively asserred hip belief
that an initfative bases on the results of his discussions with Adams ean lead directly 10 8

Coase-fire a'nq broader pelitical dialogus thag any that has oceusred in Wie past twenty-Give
yoars. [

suni!_a‘gly. despite their rhetoric cisavowing asy willingness 1o 1alk (o Sina Fein or the
IRA, the Hritish Government has now admitted that sueh contacts have been going ca
regularly, a1-least since jast February, and probably for much Touger. Onee again, the
record of these convetssrions released by the British makes clear that (he Sritlsh

Cvovermui‘tj‘eeﬁevcs that such conracts ars esseatial to premoting 1ho steps whieh wil} Jead
(o peace. i

In u_m' context, the Dinkins lettar recitation of tired State Depanment rhoteric is
Suriously ou( of date. Permining Gerry Adams 10 come 101h¢ United Stares and articulats
his vision of the steps needed 10 bring about peace ia Northern [relead no morg tignals 3
support for trrorism and violence thar doss John Hume's discussions with Adams or the
ongeing Britsh coutacts with Sina Fein and the IRA, A via for Mr, Adams, Iike these
contacts, waidd signal an aetive interest I vadersisnding the full scops of what would be
required 1o achieve the "treedom, deqOcracy and humap rights..ia Northern Ireland” which
you ealled fot at the lrish-American Foruat in April, 1992

Your Admlnistration’s continuing applisation of visa denial pojicies excreised by the
Reagan and: Bush $tate Departments is coatrary to the spisit of the Immigration Act of
1990. It gndres the dramatie mevement of Sina Fein te new politics) positions and the
iniation q{%&ud\ Contacis between Sion Fein and the SDLY, the Irish Gevarnment and
the Brhish Soverament. It alsg lacks the good sense which you extibited when a candidate
in promisirig b visa 10 Garry Adams. The fact that he Wes 8 member of Parliament at that
Ume was not the key iasue. Then, as aow, he leads & coastituercy whieh must be brought
to the ncg?ﬁfu‘n; table if there {5 to be 4 just and peacetul resolurion of the troublss,

We Believe that recent events have created a unigue wirdow of opponurily for
progress \awArd peace in Norera Ireland, This belief Ieoews our consern rogarding the
Adminisradbn's position en an Adsms Vitd. 1t also increases the urgeacy of moving on the
appoinumﬁa:j of a xpecial envey,

i
I
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A1 you 52id in April, 1992, in the pastthe US. hasbeen a )

Our ioterest fa § positive way" o the fssues g Netthern Irelacq,
coQlidues. There is a0 doudt that there i

a3reement. A dpecial envey peed

speca) anvoy will make clear inae ' i (o be of belp.
‘The lengstanding pe peniod af acuive
Ameriean j ing a meatin Northera freland should

Lour €aMPaign proatises {n the same serious way ja which ¥ou made them.

Nded you agalnst the charge that they were merg rhoteric to gather votes, The

situation now demands ¢ implemented, not 1o Préve thal you were gincare, byt
i€ actions which you promised 10 1ake. Ploase peaffirm

‘$halling » wiilingness 1o grapt a visy for
b & special envoy ready and willing 1o
{ Opportunity for progress 1owary peace ia

Sincerely,

BAM:cag

$ 3

e Anlhclnj)hkc, NSC
© Naney Soderberg, Ns¢
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