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Martin Williams has told me that the leader of the House
of Commons, Mr. Newton, will make a statement this
afternoon that, following the report of the Procedure
Committee, the Government has decided to undertake
consultations with the parties (at Westminster) on the
basis that the time for the establishment of a Selact
Committee for Northern Ireland has now arrived.

I noted that the Government was new taking the initiative
on a matter that it had said repeatedly was one for
Parliament, which was included in the talks procese under
the ground rules of 26 March 1991 which I had just
recently been assured - with some asperity =- that the
Secretary of State estill fully adhered to, which the SDLP
and the Labour Party were opposed to at this time, and
which the Government itself had previously indicated
should awailt the outcome of the talks process. The
Government’s statement would be ' seen as a pay-off to the
UUP and proof positive that there was indeed a "deal"”.

Williame obviously regarded the decision as a piece of
realpolitik and did not try to answer these points. He
did, however, suggest that the Government had some
expectation of a change of mind by the Labour Party and
he drew attention to the Taociseach’s response to a
question on the issue at yesterday’s press conference
(the Taoleseach said he would not comment on a matter for
the British Parliament). I said the Taoiseach’s response
spoke for iteelf; he had not given a substantive view.

Williams thought it likely, but was not certain, that the
Government’s decision was mentioned to the Taociseach
yesterday.
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