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The Declaration: NIO view of reactions

Martin Williame described the general reaction, leaving
aside the DUP, as "cautiously favourable". Hie analysis
of the different elements, however, was less encouraging.

The early statements yesterday by Taylor and Trimble were
welcome, all the more so because they were not expected.
I noted that Molyneaux seemed to grow stronger in support
in later interviews yesterday. Williams agreed but said
most UUP leaders were sitting on the fence; it remained
to be seen what their eventual attitude would be. The
reaction of working class Unionists wae critical of the
Declaration. More worrying was the reaction of the
middle class and intelligentsia which was also "pretty
critical". The NIO was pleased with Alderdice’s support.
Alderdice wae so neurotically eensitive, there was always
uncertainty how he would react. Overall, williams
thought mainetzeam Unioniset reaction might well mirror
The Newsletter editorial this morning (copy attached for
convenience) which describes Northern Ireland‘s position
within the UK as now less secure, but goes on to say
about the Declaration "if it did (bring peace), then a
multitude of sins could be forgiven." (comment: the
editorial echos the message we have been getting all year
from people of Unionist background which is that movement
towarde some kind of united Ireland is now inevitable
although it may take some time, but that there will be a
violent backlash if we push too hard or too fast).

There is relief in the NIO that the great majority of
Conservative MPs support the Declaration. There had been
concern that a hostile letter circulated by the
Conservative Party here (Fee) would have a serious
impact. Hume’s support wae warmly received; the NIO had
no other indications of SDLP reaction but assumed the
party would take its line from their leader.

The great guestion was the reaction of Sinn Fein, about
which the NIO is not certain. Williams said the NIO is
uncertain also about the Loyalist paramilitaries who were
"reactive®” not only to actual violence but to anything
they thought threatened their position.

Ambassador London
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find both @ favoursble and
unfevourable reaction
from the diftering potitical
stendpointe on ourlelan
le aimed. tha two premie
essure us, st achleving
peace. I it did, then a muk
titude of ains could be for-
glven. But will 1t?

Even though It may
state the obvious spout
the constitutional etatus
quo of Northam (reiand
{which la ours by birth-
right end not by gift of
either governmant), the
declaretion hes undenk
ably been compiled Ic
assuage nationalist opin-
lon — Duoyed over recent
months by the expscta-
tions emanating from the
Hume/Adama lalke and
Hiustrated by the enthusl-
astic weicome afforded
Aldert Reynoids on his
return to Dublin,

More worryingly, it (a
4180 quita clesrly fremed
to offer something worth.
while to the IRA and Sinn
Fein In raturn for a caess-
don of violence. The two
govemmenta may want to
got the IRA “out of the
bess” but By daing so
they ek aending @ clear
8ign to the public thet vio-
lence pays.

The declarstion has
thrown up meny unen-
Swered Questiona - pri-
marlly emang them: will
theIRA voluntarily give up
olt ks wrme. ammunition
and explosives before
taking Its aust at the nego-
tiating teble In the event of
4'‘permanent” ceasefire?
This was e vai'd queation
which the Prima Miniater
was unable to enewer sai-
lefactodily in the Come

mona yesterday,
The test of the determi-
nation of both

govésrnments to get to
§ips with the terroriate
will come il the IRA
decides to continue ity
\Murderous campaign.

®
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The Prima Minlster ha:
Indicatedthetthadeciare
tion offers a last chancr
for the men of violence tc
put sway their erms anc
foliow the ctonestitutiona
path. If they do not, cer
we look forward o the
aggressive’ pursult anc
prosecution of the hard-
ened gunmen end Bombd
ars on both sides of the
border? Thet will be the
real litmua test for John
Major snd Albert Rey:
nolds should their peece
gamble De trested with the
contampt the IRA has
shown tor pastinitiatives.

The bell hes been
lobbed Into the IRA's
Court and their response
's awelted with bated
bresth by many peopie on
both sides of this trag!-
cally divided community.

The two governments
have staked their reputs-
tons on achisving a posl.
tive response frem the
Provos and. ultimately,
from the loyallst paramiii-
aries whose viotence is
contidered in  both
London end Dublin to be
reactive.

But the firat priority
must slways be to safe-
guerd the peaceful sspira-
tions end constitutional
:!qhu of the vast mejority

Pecple In thies Province,
both  Protestant ang
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