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TRANBCRIPT OF INTERVIEW GIVEN BY THEE SECRETARY OF STATE, S$IR PATRICX
MAYHEW, TO JIM DODGAL, BBG, “INSIDE ULSTER'" PROGRAMME, STORMONT CASTLB
= 11 JANUARY 1993

Jin Dougal?

Secretary of State, what i{m your pradiction. You have been talking
today about the economy, so what is your prediction for the econmomy in
Northern Ireland {n 19937

air Patriox:

Well, I'11 tell you what By hope is. I Qon't taink I'am in the
business of making predioctions, but those like the GBI who are ia tune
with what's happening in the shops and in the businesses, they point
to the faot for example that retail sales are up over the lest three
months. They point to the fact that there's muoch greater business
confidence and I point to the fast that unemployment has fallen, only
2lightly, but fallen in each ¢f the last three months, so I thiak the
prospeots sre better, rather than worse for 1993,

Jias Dougal:

You seid, 3ir Patrick, in your spaech that 1993 alsoc offers the
prospect of good newe in terms of inward investment. Now what do you
mean by that?

8ir Patriok:

I thiak that IDB, the Industrial Development Board, Bave had a lot of
success in engouraging overseas companiee to come to Northern Ireland
to invest. I don't want to pre-smpt what may De on the stooks by
something premature, dut I think ve sball see an increase ia the
numbers of joka created by ocompaniee coming hare om quite &
significant scale.

Jim Dougals

one thing of course which would help the economy ¢greatly would be an
end to violence. Now givean tha threats by the IRA and by Loyalist
paramilitaries, isn't that an and to violance most unlikely?
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8ir Patrick:

you're quite right in saying that an end to violence would 4o more for
the economy ©f this part of the Unitad Kiangdea thaa aaything else. It
would do more for the pecple of Northera Ireland than aaything else
and in particular it would do more for tacse pecple whom the
terrorists, the principal terrorist organisation, PIRA, pretends to
worx for) of oourse you're right. I'm not going te say that violence
is going to ceme to anm end in this aoming year; what I will say ia
that the RUC and the Army with the full support, and umnstiatiag
support of the Government, will continue to oppose terrorism from any
quarter with all the power at their ocommand.

Jim Dougals

Isn't there, though, an acceptance by the Government and by the
sacurity forcea that there i8s no military soluticn and ign't it time
therafore that other ways are found of parsuading these pecple to stop
the violance -~ other ways like talking to them?

8ir pPatrick:

I never reampond to questions about what other pecple may dave said iz
diffezent intervievs and in different contexts. The Joverament has
alvays made it clear that it puts the dafeat of terrorism at the top
of ite list of priorities, and it has alvays gome on to say that it
bae policies for political advansce, for econocmic advance and for
social advance, vhick all make a Xind of seamless robes whoae purpose
ia to contract those areas where terrorisa is still tolerated. JNew
all these poliocies axe good in themseives; we all want to see a
decline in unemployment; we want to see more jobs; ve want to see
fever areas vhere tnera is special deprivation and that's vhy ve have
these policies such as Maxing Bolfast Work, vhers money subsorided by
the taxpayer is put to woerk to help pecple get into jobs wnere they
are disproportionately unemployed. That's the kind of tding.

Jim Dougals
Are you saying to me, though, that the IRA can be militarily ......?
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eir patriok:

I say that tha polisias that are needed to defeat terrorisa froa
whatever quarter have many faoets to tham. PFiret and foremost is
implasable oppesition to the use of violaence. That regquires
intelligence in the ailitary sonse ae well as in the ordimary
intellectual sense:. It needs will pover and there'e no lack of that;
it noeds resources and it needs the help of the erdinary community.
That's the first thing and I emphasise that last bit because vheznsver
thers is a terrorist outrage it is always ordizary people who suffer
wvhether their homes are lost, their bodies are maimed op their jebs
are destroyed, and there is always somebody, and oftes more tham
somebody, who knows who d4id it. And people have inoreasingly te lhave
the oonfidence and courage to tell the RUC. There'e that. But naxt
to it, there are those policies that I have already desorided that
reduce the sense, if you like, of grievance ia some parts of this
Province which make it easier for a youngster, for ezample, to fall
for the attraction of the paramilitaries and the mopey that they bribe
them with, makee it easier perhape for somebody to tolerate a
terrorist aotion whsn they don't support it and deep down inside
themselves they ars revolted by it. Now all of these make, as it
were, vhat I think I have ocalled a seanless rodbe, and the GovVerament's
policies will ocontinue to apply all of these.

Jim Dougal:

You see, you have said that some terrorists want to stop. Now
wouldn't {t be more of an incentive to them if you sald that once they
stop you will talk to them or peopla who raprssent or support tham?

8ir Patrick:

I think the people of this Province are very rightly sceptical adout
wvkat somebody who has baen a terrorist er somebody VAo Ras supported
terrorist violence for many years may say. And therefore thsy vwill of
course Veleome it if PIRA and if Sinn Fein say we no loager support
terrorism; we no longer support viclence for political purposes. Thsy
would welcome it but they will want to see that it ie for real and
that's why I Bave said that thers has to be a sufficient pariod atter
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that to allow reasonable, sensible and sceptical pedsple to be sure
that it's for real. Thaen anybody can sit dowm, so far as the British
goverament is concerned, and advocate any political policy provided

they 4o so bY democratic means.

Jim Dougals
How long would that pariod be?

8ir Patrick:

Thare is no time that I put upon it in measurement; I desoribe it as I
have, enough time for sensible, sceptical, reasonadle people to be
‘sure that what they say is for rasl.

Jim pougalt

Secretary of state, without finding a way of talking, don't you leave
yourself open to the accusation of operating a policy which will
sinply see a contlnuation of violence?

8ir Patrioks

I leave myself open to accusations every day of the veek when I say
anything. You have only to address one particular anxiety in this
sorely tried Province for a lot of other deeply anxious and sinoere
people to jump to the conclusion that you have pold out or you have
been persuaded or whatever, taken in by that particular interest.

It's my job to use my best judgment to achieve the right DRalance and
to seocure the right course in Government. Now it lies with the
terrorists as to whether there is more terrorism or not. As I gaid
this .afternoon to the Rotarians, there are many within the leadership
.of PIRA in particular I believe, who wisely want to stop the violenoe,
because they sse that there is nothing but misery for them and for
other people, for thair families as well as other pecple. But I think
that they, to some extent, feel themselves driven by their dead and by
those who they describa as being behind the wire. But unless they
give up violence, unless they give it up and show that that is for
real, there are going to be more dead, there are going be more people
living behind tha wire, and there's going to be amother generation
that is blighted, inmoluding the generation of their own children.
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Jim Dougalts
How can you though, as Cardinal Daly suggested a few weeks ago,
encourage them te give up vioclence?

Bir patrioki

I think that they must have pointed out to them the futility of their
present cause, the futility which the Cardizal has himself pointed
out., They will achieve nothing by going on except more deaths, more
lives behind the wire, more misery. Nothing, and there is no way out
for thez because Mr John Smith, lesder of the Labour Party, When he
vas in this Province the other day before Christnae said no Labour
Government will speak to any terrorist organisation or to any
organisatien which advocates tarrorism or violence for political endes.
80 there is no way eut. Now I thinx t2at does need to ke spelt out
and equally I think it'as perfeatly fair to make the point that this ies
a free region, in a free country, ia which it is open to anybody to
advocate any political ohjective of any kind provided that they do so
in a democratic way. M¥ow, {f they‘re not preparad to recognise wRare
common Sense points thea, then they kmow that the Goevernment will
support the Chief Constable and the RUC in implacable opposition and
with the increasing support, it seems to me, of the ordinary pecple
right across this community. That's what they fade and I believe
inoreasingly they know it.

Jim Deugals

Secretary of State, when the political talks ended in Novembar you
said that you wanted the parties to build on what up until then had
been achieved. %o far nothing has happensd. Now how do you see that
potantial being developed?

8ir Patriok: :
Well, I don't think it's right to say mething das bappaned, I believe
that in this gap vhich has taken place between half vey through
November and now, I think quite a lot of iaformal discussions have
been going on between the perties here in Northeram Ireland. Of gourse
theze has been a diffioulty with the Irish Govermmant bheoceuse although
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there 1l}catocnkor Government, we know that as yet the newv GoVermment
has not ho.n }dtotmod. I believe that when we have a newv Goverument 4§,
Dublin then the momentum will resume. I think, speaking for ayself,
think it is likely to be less formal than previously and I thiak that
it will take place in a structured way, but not in Qquite auch a forma
way. I don't think we're going to sse this round table conference
taking place at least all ths time, I know there'll be a place for it
80 I'm rather confident that quite a bit has been happening privately
quietly, during these last weaka, and rather more ia going to be
happening before too long.

‘Jim Dougal:
In what sense?

8iz Patriok: <

In the sense of pioking up where the talks finished. You will
ramember that when they finished in the miadle of November all the
participants agreed that it waa necessary that there sdould be talks
in future. The ohairman of those talks, Sir Ninian Stephen, seid ths
in his view the odjective was capable of being attained ana nobody
disagreed with that. 9o I thiak it will teke quite a time Dut after
all these probleme have been arcund for a very long time, ard nebedy
should feal dismayed that they have not deen solved in eix months.

Jim bougalts

There will from tomorrow ba a new Government in Dublin, a Labour and
Fianna Fail coalition. Do you hope for more flexibility from that n
Irish Government on Azticles 2 and 3 of the constitution?

8ir Patriok:

There will piainly, won't there be a a new look, a nev Government.
meansg a new look. I wouldn't be,surprised, no one can tell, but I
wouldn't have been surprisad to learn that the outgoing Government
felt a bit inhibited by the imminent prospect of a general eleotion)
don’t know; it's mot for me to say. But we caz all of us be sure t!
a new Government will bring a new eye to bear upen an old
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problam, and one of the matters whish it wvas quite plain vaa seen
right across the board to be of importance in the laet talks vas the
question of vhat is seen as the territorial claim mads by Artioles 2
and 3 of the constitution, Now I'm sure that a fresh look will be
taken at that. It's too early for me to say of course vhat the new
Government will decide to do about it. !

Jim Dougal:
You say a fresh look. Would you like to see more flexibility?

8ir PatrioXk:

‘'%ell I have said, as my predecessor said, that the British Government
beliaves that Articlas 2 and 3 are an unhelpful ingradient in thia
political scene. Thay are. And I think that thersfore all that can
bs done to make something which is unhelpful turn {nto.scmething whic!
is fruitful should bes dona. But all of this is part of an éngoing
process whiah wa will be taking up again quite scon, and I think, muel
as I would 1ike to spacuylate with you, I think it would be praemature
to 46 so and to ocoin a phrass, probably rather unhalpful.

Jim Dougalt

But finally, you would like to sze some movement on the part of the
new Govarnment on Articles 2 and 3?

8ir Patrick:

I'm sure that aArtioles 2 and 3 will be central to this future prcocess
of talks; I'm sure it will to the extant that they are 8Sssn to be a
territorial aelaim upon‘the six Counties that eomprisa this region of
the United Kingdom in international law and ia our own national lav.
To that extsnt they are plainly unhelpful and therefora I hops that

they will be locked at with a fresh eye, but moze than that ve can't
860 OF gay at the moment.
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