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Interview with SDLP leader, Mr, John BWN 

on �Ggod .Norninq Ulater•, Monday 26 April 1993 

Interviewer• Mr, Hume, the aaaessment ia that you have �iven 

up, it ■eema, on trying to persuade Sinn Fein to uae it■ 

influence with the IRA to bring about a ceaaation of violence 

and instead you are engaged in bringing about a joint atrategy 

with Sinn Fein. 

Mr. Bwnez That'■ an appalling statement by Mr, Alderdice and 

of course it'a a bit much that he would be playing electoral 

politic■ with a matter a1 serious aa life and death, becau■e 

that is what he appear, to me to be going and I would be quite 

happy if the member■ of the public would read the full 

statement. He aeama to forget what the word "peace" mean■, 

It mean■ an end to all violence and that's what I am talking 

about and if he had taken the trouble to read the ■tatement he 

would see that the ■tatement made very clear that we do not 

diaguiae the different viewa held by our own partiea, that is 

Sinn Fein and ouraelvea. And the statement also made clear 

that we have told each other that we see the taak of reaching 

agreement, agreement, not victory, agreement, on a peaceful 

and democratic accord for all on this island as a primary 

challenge and both recognise that euch a new agreement ia only 

achievable and viable if it can earn and enjoy the allegiance 

of the different tradition• of this ialand by accommodating 

diveraity, 

Interviewer: You eay in the atatement that you accept that 

the Irish people aa a whole have a right to national aelf� 

determination but you ■ay that this is a view ahared by a 

majority on the island though not by all ita people, You have 

emphaaiaed all along the importance of giving both identities 
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equality and re•pect, However, could I suggest to you that 

perceptions of the continuing dialogue with Sinn Fein and 
particularly this joint statement, may have the effect, 

unintentional aa it may be, but it may have the effect of 
increa,ing the distance between those two identities which you 

say you are determined to reconcile, 

Mr. BWDer Again you were selectively quoting there becau■e we 

made it very clear that not all the people of Ireland share 

the view, that you quoted, 

Intervie-r: Well that'• just what I aaid I quoted that 

Mr, Bumer and it also said that self-determination in Ireland 

could only be brought about by agreement between the people of 

Ireland. That's a very important statement, So look, I 

don't have to apologise to anyone for what I am doing. My 
party and myself have been in the frontline again■t violence 

for the last 20 year■ and the very home in which I am •itting 
haa been subject to severe attack■ because of my anti-violence 

viewa. My commitment in these talk• hae been 111Ade very clear. 

Mr. Adams has made hie clear in the statement a■ well, The 
objective is laating peace which is an end to all violence and 

let me aay that an end of all violence would create a much 

better atmosphere for real dialogue, for the real dialogue 

that is necessary to bring about lasting peace and I am not 

engaged in negotiations because as the statement also make■ 

clear there are other points of view other than ours that have 

to be involved, I have been involved with Mr, Alderdice over 

a large number of months in trying to reach overall agreement 
and I a:m quite willing to continue in that dialogue and I 

admit clear time out of number that in relation to violence I 

will talk to anyone on either side of the divide and the worst 

that can happen is that I will fail, but my job a1 a 
politician is to use all peaceful means in my power to bring 

about peac�which is an end to all violence.
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Interviewer1 Can we look at another of the issue■ that ha■ to 

be addre■aed in tho■e terms and that is the queation of an 

internal settlement. The statement says an internal 

settlement is not and cannot be a solution. Now that's being 

interpreted by Unionists to mean that there can be no internal 

solution brought about by an internal deci■ion of the peopl• 

of NI and they 1ay how can they therefore be expected to tru■t 

assurances that for example the Anglo-Irish Agreement 

guarantee• that there will be no change in the po■ition, the 

constitutional atatu■ of NI, .•.• 

Mr. Bwne1 You are being selective in your quotation again. 

The quotation actually says we accept that an internal 

settlement i1 not a solution because it obviou1ly doee not 

deal with all the relationships at the heart of the problem. 

That is no different from the basis of the talks in which we 

have already taken part and which will take place again if the 

Sos ha■ his way, because the baaia of tho1e talk• are the 

three sets of relationships that have to be dieous1ed and 

agreed if we are to achieve lasting peace, Now all parties to 

thoae talks agree to that basis and all that that atatement 

aays is that 1orting out one set of relationahips i1n't going 

to provide the basi• of lasting peace and that i1 ordinary 

common sense. 

Interviewer: Ju1t a final point to you, a■ the dialogue 

continues do you have any sense that contrary to what resulted 

from the last aeries of exchanges that this time there i1 th• 

prospect of the dialogue producing a lasting peace? 

Mr. Bume1 I am involved in it because I believe that there i■ 

a prospect of producing lasting peace. If it had been said on 

the air this morning that Mr, Burne and Mr. Adami had been 

invited by a group of clergy to di•cuss the prospect of 

lasting peace becau1e they believe that there was now a real 

prospect of it, but Mr, Hume had refused, Mr. Alderdice would 

have been on criticising Mr. Hume as would other people. I am 

engaged in this dialogue in the fundamental hope that it will 
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bring about lasting peace and an end of all violence and I 

hope that it will succeed, The worst that can happen it that 

it will fail, but it is my responsibility as an elected 

politician to do everything in my power peacefully to bring an 

end to all violence and I have made clear at all times, and of 

courae the fact that there i■ an election in the air at the 

present time, if I was playing electoral politic• I wouldn't 

have got involved until after the elections, but matter■ of 

life and death are much more important than alectiona, and I 

hope as I 11.111 quite sure that the vast mass of people out there 

hope as well that these talks will succeed in their objective 

of lasting peace, 

Interviewer1 John Hume, thank you very much. 
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