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29-N0U-1993

PRESS RELERSE
FROM GERRY ADAMS

pATE =27 Nevembear 1993

over the past weeks many of you have asked Sinn Fein
to provide proef of the contact petween us and
repre;entatives of the British Gavernmgnt. Up 4o new
we have declingd to do $9 {n an attempt 4c protect 2
1ine of communication which has 21ways peen dependant
on confidentiality and which, we had hoped, could
assist in the search for o viable pcace process.

At all times republicans have endeavourcd o avoi&
the disclosure ot this line of cowmunication, even
when suct revelations would have teen to out
advantage OF ta the disadvantage of the B8ritish
@overnment, Oecpite the facst that she ©British
Government, Nave shown no real evidence that they
are genuinely sgeking = real scttlement, we regard
the contast as & potentizl:y innportant elcrent in the
devalopnment of an effecttve’peaco process. For this -
reason we endeavoured ot a1l times tco protect .this
contac?t believing that “the agjentive of peace was far
more important than tthe short term political effects
of disclosure.
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at =all tiwes, however. W€ made it s lear EO the
geritish GOvernment 4hat, if the contacts dis beacome
public. we would not - tell 1jies PY denying tthelir
exiSQence. The onus was ©O% toth sides 1t°© encure ¢otal
confidentiality. For scmé time TNOV. and going back
at jeast over 2 three Year period. we have peen
coﬂcerned about lenk s, whether initiated by elemzﬂts
of the British or the Unicnists. and ccnaequent
speculatton in the press. on egach cccasien +hzat this
happened we formxlly pretested 1o the ijtish

government and expressed our concern.

it 19 right 1h2t there 3% cuntac®

government and . ciearly zupP

by the majority of Briti peopl€. For .all
of ihese reasons, sinn Fein to p?btcct
Lhis Process. Me Mador and Wr Mayhev, howeveT: have
sought ¢to abuse §4% They hsve acted in bad faish and
Hayheu's statemcnts are aimad at sowing cissa@nsien
and confusion and distracilng attention from the real
{gzues. for this rgasan, 1 have c3l1led this
morning'® press confere&nce jn order to Pplace pefere .
you coma ©f the docuncnts wﬁﬁih t.ave bEE" exchanged
petween ocut pavty and “he eritish government_ 1 do
this re&uctantlv and only tJ correct the 11ies which
arg nOVW b&ing told. . 14 is ctill ouf intention 10

maintain and protect the 1ine-of c0ntact.

Firet of alld. s 1 said yeuteréay, the contact was
more than 2 conduit. 1t has teen in existence® eover 2
period of %two decades. To ©Ouv certain knowlecdge (Y
has never peen abused until nowv by Lhose who
pclitically controlled ;¢ on the gritish side 3n9d it

has never. ever been apused PY the republicans.
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The ¢urrent phase of discussion has been on and-of*“
for the last number of years, The latest phase of
contact was initiated by the British government. We
welcomed it, In the course «of this, cutlines of
Briti¢h government and Sinn Fein policieg were
exchanged and discussed, This process wss not an
alternative to the discussions which I was canduzting
with JYehn Hume. Indeed on =& number of occasions
Martin McGuinness instructed his contact 4that the
Hume/Adams discussions were dealing cwith the
substantive issues and <+hat they were & seriouc
effort to reach agreement oan tte princigples,
dynamic and the proceses reqQuired to bring peace ¢to
Ivreland, When Jolin Hume and | rexched sagrezment, <he
British were informed of ¢this. The IRA‘= positivob'
attitude toe this development was alsc conveyed <o ‘the
Eritish, There can be ne doubt that Mr Major and his
colleagues knew that the Irish peace initiative bhad
¢he potential ¢t¢ move all of us towards a lasting
peace, They have lied about this alss, '

I now want to de&zl w%th some of the detatl of our .o
exCchanges with the British. "_- This included written
position papers, Thie- Brjtish governament supplicd
Sinn Feln with its pq-si-!,i.r,r:w in a nine parxgraph
document, We, in turn, supplied them with the €inn
Fein position in an eleven paragraph document, You
have them before you,

The British government alsco prupovsed that a Britigh
government delegation should meet with a 2inan Fein
delegation from Sinn fFeln for a protacted and intence
round of discussions. vVenues and timescales for
these meetings were discussed, We were told that
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such an intense perfiod of negotiation would result in
Irish repubtlicans being cenvinced that armed séruggle
would ®e no longer necessary., We werea asked to seeck 3
short suspension . of IRA operaticns o 4pcilitate
these discussions,

Given ihe importance of a1l of this,

Sinn Feln zought
and was given

a commitiment from ¢the leadership of
the Irish Republican Army, that it would

suspend
operations for two weeks

4¢ enable us to edplere the

potential of ihe British governuent’s assevtion,

This was conveyed to the Brilieh goverrmment cn 10 May.
1993. .

-—

Al though we were informed that the positive respoTse
by republicans ¢o the EBritish preposal wa:l :he
subject of a series of nigh leve! meetings bY Brlt%:h
ministers and officale, there was no positive
response by them and slthcugh the line was in regular
use in ¢this perfod it waz net used in any positive
way. Iin fact, the British ‘meved away from their
proposal and refused to folleovw it through.

Ve believe this was instanced, in part at

party political difficulties which overtook
party leadership at this tinme,

least, by

trhe Tory
and other difficulties
in the House of Commons which lead them t2 depend on
Unionist votes at Westiminster,
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The bad faith and double dealing involved in this
clerrly oresents seriocun difficulties for us. It was
clezr t0 us from the early summer that the 8ritish
Governmwent had reneged on its prepocal and the
previous indications that it may tave been actively
seeking & way oAut of conflict, I want to0 stress alee
by thiz time that London was well advised that the
dicscussiaons between those involved in the Irieh peace
inftiative had reached a point of significant
progress, They were alsw informed by us {hat this
provided the bBest opportunity «nd frameworl for
peace if they had the political will tc move forward,

Oespite 311 of this the documents we were receiving
continued to avoid the main (ssuss, Their content
was increasinQly disingenious and it Became clear
that the British were quite blatently abusing the
ling of communication ter +their own narrow, short
tarth interests, The comnmunications were quite
cleaxrly being written with 3 view te disguiss the
British government's rejection of the substantial and
generous respense by the IRR tg the British request,.

-

Y

Simulilanecusly the volume of leaks and rUMEUrS
increased quite noticeably,.

The British Government were now ¢trying ta sow
confusion and divisien ameong rcpublicans, For
example, they naw clafin that the current phase of
contact commenced in response tor'a commitment that

thhe conflict was aver.
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actively en ying L33 thwart
the ftrish peace initiativ i poteﬁtial
which it presents, For denied
kﬂowledge of 1its contents.
time was pased upo?®n 1ies and disinformatson. This
cenains their ctrategdy up t° and including 4ndaY.-
Lies. 1ies and wotre 1ies.

There will b® more this aiinrnoon.

Patrick Mmayhev i9 going t0 present a document which
he& alleges was N respons® 4o = communicntsmn from
uS. Thie 1S another 1ie. Wwe did receive such 3
document put 1t came ©N & November: sut cf the blue€:
and 1nctdentaxxy. nine monihs af tev b€ allegéé the
contact was initiated. 1t is also the onlty
9ubstantial pelicy documen? we have received gince

the sumeT.

This clained 20 be ¥ reapons® s 2 2 Novenbe?

comNUnication frow Sinn‘Fein.&.we immediatexy made it

clear tha municatlon haa been sent bY us.

You have i . gavernment's = Novemnbel

conmunicatioﬂ pefere

it repvasents Lhe subetan:e of Jeohm Major'® public
pre—conditions on %alks with Sinn Fein @S presentcd
in his Lord Mayors ganquet speech. tThis unsolicited
communication s 3 €ransparen€ manoeuvre
to synchronise theirm publ ] te positiens in
advance of this contact i a climate

of 1eaks and cumours.
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Sinn Fein acted at all times in good faxith, We sought
4o move towards peace, both <¢hrough ¢this private
contact with ¢the British @Government and through my
talks with the leader of the SoLP John Hume.,
Republicans have demonstrated flexibility and
integrity <throughout, The B8ritish Governrment have
demongtrated {ntransigence and duplicity. They have
rejected these very real and tangible eprortunities
for peace, ‘

In centlusion. I rveturn to what is clearly the most
important development in twenty five years of
conflict ~ the iésue which in reality is at the core
©f thic controversy despite all the efforts at
disguising that fact - 4he Irish peuce initiative.

1Y, I repeat, &N deliver peace, Jolkn Major hzs
rejected peace.’ He cannct hide thic btehind lies,
diversions and distractions forcver,

He will be held publicly accguntable by thc people of
Iteland, Britain and by interhaticnal opinion for his

denial of peace in Ireland. =»

Thre is a need for honesty and a real peace process,
Sinn Fein remains committed to this, When the dust

has settled on this disgraceful phase of British
government oQuplicity, bad faith and double dealing,
all oY ws will have {0 endeavour <¢o bkuild cuch a
process, I appeal te rpeople of goed will *to
demonstrate their support for the existing
oppertunity for peaeace.
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