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EMBASSY OF IREIAND

(203) 462-23939 WASHINGTON, D. C. 20008

3 February I99%4
To HQ From Washington

For A/8ec O Huiginn From Michael Collins

Re: Vigi £ e to W

1. You will wish to be aware that SDLP Leader John Hume had a
series of further meetings in Washington today. I accompanied him
throughout.

2. A meeting of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee was attended
by Senators Pell (who is Chairman of the Committee), Dodd, Sarbanes
and a number of committee staffers. The areas touched on were as
yesterday with the main emphasis on the issue of a visa to Adams
which Hume vigorously defended.

3. The S8tate Department were particularly anxious on hearing that
Hume was coming to Washington that he should not naeglect to call
on them and sought our assistance in ensuring that a meeting took
place (he did not call on them the last time he was here and I
presume such calls have not been his practice over the years).
Today he met Under 8ecretary Peter Tarnoff, A/S8ecretary for
European Affairs Steve Oxman and Deputy A/Sec for European Affairs
Peters. Hume did most of the talking describing in some detail his
perspective on the NI problem. Ke said that the Hume/Adams document
was "very similar' to the Joint Declaration. S8inn Fein/IRA had to
be given time and given no excuse to say '"no". He was puzzled by
British unwillingness to clarify the Declaration. Not having spoken
to anyone but themselves for 20 years Sinn Fein were naturally
distrustful. Given the prize of peace the call for clarification
was not asking for too much., He was not prepared to accaept a
suggestion from Oxman that Adams might be time marking. Again he
made the point that if the British were prepared to talk to the IRA
in secret for three months when '""peace was not even on the table'
he could not understand why they wouldn't talk to them now when
peace was in prospect. He had told Major that they should be given
"interpretations within the framework of the Joint Declaration'.

4. Tarnoff asked whether Hume saw any light at the end of the
tunnel. Hume said the pressure was now on aAdams to deliver. If he
doesn't he will be isolated. The issuing of a visa demonstrated a
willingness to 1leave no stone unturned. The Britigh had
overreacted. He said that he had informed the British of the advice
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Q had given in congress.

S. When asked for a reaction to Mayhew's FT interview Hume was very
critical. Be said that it undermined him (Hume). The timing was
hard to understand. It came out of the blue. He was fearful of a
secret deal with Unionists. When asked whether Mayhew might be
making a “counterstrike'" in the light of the Adams story, Hume
replied that what was required was patience -~ the peace process
was a '"rocky road" but what was at hand now was the ‘best
opportunity for peace in 20 years - I am not joking."

6. When asked what the US should be doing Hume said that it should
consistently say that there was a natural, not an interfering,
interest in the U8, in Northern Ireland. The US should alseo
emphasise a willingness to offer whatever assistance the two
Governments might ask for. He again referred to his idea of an
Yeconomiec envoy" in this context of help the U8 might offer.

7. While both Tarnoff and Oxman said little they seemed quite
struck by the strength of Hume's views and not least his insistence
on the corractness of the visa decision (the State Department, of
course, vigorously opposed the issue of a visa to Adams).
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TO HQ FROM WRASNINGTON

FOR ASST SECRETARY © hUTIGINN FROM MICMARL COLLYNS

RE+—JOEW AUME'§ VISIT TQ HASETWGTON

1.

In the course of today, I accompanied SDLP Leader Joha Eume
to a series of Administration and Eill engageaentc 1a
Washingtan which we helped aczrange oa hia behalf. Ttesc
included a lunoh on Capitol Hill with Speaker Foley ana
meetings with vioe President Gore, Nitional Security Advacscr
Tony Lake, Chairman of the Priends or ITeland Frank XcCloakey,
Senators Xennedy, Dodd and Moynihan and Congressmen Dave Obey
and Joe Xeanedy. Tomorrow, he will have a ueeting wita the
Senate Poreiga Relations committes and with the State

Departmeat (Under Secretary Peter Tarmoff).

In the course of all his aeeti
ol : £ Ags both on the 1 \
vn.n::a:xatratuoh Bume empaasiscd that the ;tlnt;:: :.":
e op htm.d for the purposes or the Mew Yorkx Conzérence vas
o] T hgn'. ite::.ai.:n for the AdRinistration to bave made. %~
o Kl caeut hglp Adaxs Sell the Duclaratioa to the ;or-
b cutn 8 in 8inn Fein/IBRA. To several he mentiarned
43 n;nen S attridbuted to Adams' aCcompanying PR man (;
b«cla.nti: © when askga Whether Sinn rein ¥ould accept tb:
e s‘slxd confideatly it will be okay; it vil‘)’. work
= - sicnucal, ot the DBritish Goveranent for its
STy ooulfd. lure to elarify tha Declaration - wjg Eu
Ry e talk in seorot with Adams for 3 months, va
Betaeyiey clgi;ut big for three hours to give bina r.az
St v icationg". Hume also expregsed the convict
ams failed to deliver on the Deolaration, siag i:io:

w.
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.,vxu :Presidcat, Gore 1
various -indiauon.s :r.t 8¢

nxnutes. Pm A

- 1¢ ¢o say
that they had met am as of cou:sa Hune vas ho say tha

he had Mot such & Seniori wemBar of the Adwinistration

I attach a copy ‘of! the statament, agreed by m., wiic

the White House vill issue tomortow (t'dr some reason the:

have chosen not to x.ssua it. tais: mn.u:q ‘as e:igmn.

intended). . - i i i 7{
Gorse's disposition thronghout was friendly, but ser.lous.‘
He said that the Mlumstntmn had takcR a gn-blo in
issuing a visa.:Eeo: dascr.i.bea Hume's input and | m::.uaau
on the issuing Of° tht visa as Mvital. In thn mootng‘
vhioR Hurd had withihim! yuuzuy the Btitiah wére angTy. |
Gore askad Rurd what the British would have done in'a
aimilar situation in the light of tha type of advice that
they had received from !\mz Gore said'that he. hapql that
the visa decision woul?ihelp the'’ peace process bukt .he
expressocd dxsa.pgemt. and a: sansel of let down that
Adams hed not zospndad ia a vay yhioﬂ might hnw -neen
more Rhelpful to- the Admfnigetration during his visgit. !
There sSeemed to 3G to Dbej a olear implisation in Gore's !
tone and dzspest:.txon that thae issuoe of a vi:a in; the
future could not -in any way bc assumed unleos Adams moved
on bhis pos:.t:l.on. Ha ‘agkXed: Bumé, whether tlere iWas
anyehing encouraging in Mm presentation: vhl\:h -coula
be pointed to. kuUBO! 32id!that while'ther¢ may not have.
bean that much in what.adams said his cobwment that "tais
generation of Irisn repubiicams is goiny to take the gua
ocut of ZXrish pouuu" {wag oignf.ﬂant. Hume made tRc |
same point to oghera :in. the: courss! of tha day.. |
{Incidentally, while waiting to go intc:t2c maeting with

the VP we were -joimed! {n. thm labby iby the |British

ampassador Who 4 somownmat'' taken. .aback b ‘s !
presence in tde White Eouse. The Anbaseador was ixnr‘o, to

meet Administration offieialsion’ othexr gmu.)}( i

The meating with! anthuuy’r.ue. tne Bational Security :
Adviser, was 3l150. attended by FKancy soderberg amd Jane |
Holl both of whom were off course vary /involved| iz the
visa decision. lLake exprepsed his docplcdmiution for
Hume but was clearly doncernsed ' aPout. 'the amount :of
attention that. Adams bad|recaived u thm nedia. e s3id
that Adams was: standing- 2 £t tallnat t.h.tlon-n; Bume
insisted that the:.decisjon to izsue the visa was the |
eorrect one, a reassurance:that Lake, and othkersiin the
room, seemcd to app:uate. Fe :s2id ‘that he ,baen
getting a lot of calls a:xt;.cal of the dcc.is:.on-

Indicative of Leoke's concern was a query to Hume ah to vhetn\e:
!
t
|

|

©NAI/DFA/2021/48/116



"
"

02,0294

()

33

¢nd

©NAI/DFA/2021/48/116

SECURE-FX TRANSMISSION
T202 232 5993 IRE EMB/WASH DC

Unionists - "sheuld we be having visible mev¢tinge with
them’, La3Xe acked. Rume choge to be non-comxital on this.
Be undertook to keep the Whitc Eouse informed of any
future contaot he had with the IRA. Fe also retferred to
the peace envoy idea saying what was really required vas
an econoaic envoy. He said that such an envoy could bc
guaranteed to meet with acceptanoc by all sides. lake
said that the U8 could not "interject” itselfr into the
NI situation but that "when we ocah be helpful we would
like to be so", Hume also saia that if sian Fein
rejected the peace Declaration he had sowe ideas how to
proceed frea there. He suggested that he had thought this
thing through though he did not reveal what these ideas
verv.

Bume had a private meetiag with the 8peaker, over lunch,
for the best part of two hours. Hc was very plsased with
the exchange. He suggested that while baing against a
visa, it had not been Foley's intention to be s0 visidly
and publicly identified on tho negative side of tac
debate, Hume 3ajd that he had wished to speak to the
Speaker some weeks ago about this issue but did not
succeed ia making contact. He said that he had therefore
left it to Scnator Kennedy, to whom Eume had given a
“very full briefing' on his views on the Adams visa issue
at Tip O Neill's funeral, to f£ill in the Speaker.

During other contacts oa the Hill it was menticned that
Burd had a particularly stormy meeting witd scnate
Majority Leadcr Mitchell vhe Wa3 one of those wdo addcd
his pame in suypport of ¢tRe Adams visa. Laughingly,
Senator Kennedy said that he would descridbe the ezchangc
more fully to Hume on anothar oocasion!. More than one
Congressman said that the British case against issuing
a visa for Adams had been sariously damaged by the Sccret
talks that the British themscives had with Siam Peian.

Yestarday evening Hume was Juest at a reception, hosted
at short notice by the Committee for New Irelard, which
was atteanded by about S0 people from the Hill, and
elsewhere.
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