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ATTENTION: GERRY CORR

SUB: RERCTION IN REPUBLICAN IRISH \AMERICAN CIRCLES TO
THE IRA CESSATION oF VIOLENCE

b AS you may be aware, there has been a generally
warm welcome in republican Irish Anmerican circles
for the IRA'g cessation of violence. Indeeqd Rany
members of Noraig have publicly praiged the
Taciseach's role ip the peace process, including a
few who have phoned the Consulate to congratulate
the Government,

2. In the wake of the Joe cahil) visit, there are
recurring reports that not all of the republican
groups are happy with the cessation. There are
repeated rumours that the longstanding i11 will of
Sinn Pein towards Martin Galvin, ex Publicity

which is loosely connected to .Republican Sinn Fein
and Friends of Irish Freedom. A copy of the ad is
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attached. Harrison, you may recall, was acquitted
of conspiracy to export arme to Ireland in the
early 1980s along with the then Director of
Noraid, Michael Flannery. Galvin is also blamed
for a story in the New York Daily News recently
about Gerry Adams travel plans to the U.S. which
was geen by Sinn Fein as premature and unhelpful.
It was evident from Adams visit earlier this year
that Galvin is not favoured and his role in the
February visit of Adams was consegquently minimal.

4, Many of the diehard old guard in Noraid were to a
large extent never going to accept fully the IRA's
cessation of violence. They were hostile to SF
Councillor Cuimhin O Caoileann from Monaghan when
he came preaching the peace process over a year
ago to New York and were lukewarm to Adams message
earlier this year. The extent to which Noraid may
split in the months to come will depend on the
message Adams brings on his forthcoming visit.

B I hear also that a female representative from
Republican Sinn Fein is flying out this weekend to
assess the mood of republicans here and perhaps to
recruit members. Normally her first port of call
would have been Michael Flannery of Friends of
Irish Freedom which supports RSF but he had a fall
recently and is very seriously ill in hospital.
Another possible factor in deciding whether Noraid
members will accept the cessation will be the
upcoming vigit of Bernadette McAliskey. She is
believed to have much clout with the Tyrone born
members of Noraid and Clann na Gael (particularly
strong in the Philadelphia area). Her attitude to
the IRA cessation will be influential in their
decision on the matter.

6. While support for the cessation of violence will
depend on developments in Northern Ireland, it is
likely that the majority of Noraid will retain its
links with Sinn Fein. As of today in the New York
area, the only likely prominent defection to
Cumann na Saoirse/Friends of Irish
Freedom/Republican Sinn Fein is Martin Galvin.

The younger active members like Sean Mackin,
Michael Cummins, etc., will probably remain with
Noraid. The visits of Adams and McAliskey will
however be important determinants as to whether
the vast majority of the republican community
accept the IRA cessation.

c.c. Ambassador, Washington.
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THE TSI PEOPLE

George Harrison Statement

One of the “Freedom Five™ George Harrison said: The only
solution to the centuries old issue is Brits out. They have been there
825 years too long already, using all the weapons of imperialism to
break the spirit of resistance but have failed in their attempted
conguest.

Declarations of convenience or surrender will not bring a lasting
peace to Ireland, only a declaration of British withdrawal will
accomplish that. The quest for a free and independent Irish socialist
republic will continue, until the monster of partition ends for the
people of my native Ireland like the monster of white minority rule
has ended for the people of South Africa.

Fraternally, George Harrison, New York, 09/02/94. l
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