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INTERVIPW WITE PRESTIDENT CLINTOE BY CONOR O'CLERY, IRISE TIMBS

i. 2As discussed, I attach 2 copy of President cClinton's written
interview with Conor 0'Clery of the Irish Times which should
appear in temorrow's newspaper. The replies have gone through
a lengthy screening process at beth State Department and the
NSC and were personally approved by the President tRis
morning.

The following points are relevant:

Adamg Visa

The reply in relation to the Zdams visa about which we spoke
at the weekend and about,which also the Ambassador ard myself
were in direct contact with the White House on Saturday night,
is a considerable improvement on the earlier draft. As you
know, our concern was:that the origizal draft was somewhat
barsh and did not adequately reflect the changed circumstances
arising from the Joint Declaration and the need to keep the
2dams visa under review in this coatext.

Appeal to IRA 1

The text also now includes a reiteratien, at our raequest, of
the President’s appeal.to “step the Xilling and the violence
and pursue peace through coastructive dizlogue.™
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RESPONSES TO CONOR O'CRERY QUESTIONS TO IEE PRESIDENT
O¥ NORTHEEN IREL

Eow has the end of the Cold War changed the special
strategic relationship betsween tke United States and the
Onited RXingdom, and is this reflected iz U.S. policy an
Nezthern Ireland®?

-

I bave made c¢clear that 25 Jlcng as T zm President, the United
States’ relationship with the ynitea Xirgdom will indeed be
special. Our zelationship with the Grited Xicgdom is unique
and historic and we continue *s share a commen strategic
werld vision and a commitment tc acting on common values.

We are working closely tegether oa issues ranging from trade
negotiaticns to NATO reform.

T.S. policy on Northern Ireland is macde ir the context of
the deep ties of friendship anc history the American pecple
exjoy with the peoples of Egih Irelard andé 3ritain. In a
time in which the headlines zremiré us caily of the felly of
violent naticpnalism ir Zurore and, at the same time. the naw
bhepe for peace in the Middle East, I wart to add Amezica’s
veics, and my ‘parsoral support, tc the forces of peace in
Northern Ireland.

You have said you are prepared to wWork agcressively to
promste efforts to achieve peace and recoaciliatior in
Northern Ireland. In what way will you do this and in the
future?

In tke early weeks of my Presideacv., I reviewed-iz detail
the situation in Nerthern Ireland. I discussed the issue
with Prime Minister Major in Ferruarty arpd Frime Minister
Revmelds ig March. Taking these discussioms and cur own
review inte agzournt, T have kept the idea of a special U.S.
Tepresen®ativa under active consideratica. At the same
time, ? have strongly suiported Irist and British goveromernt
efforts tc restart & serious pclitical dialogue irnvclvizg
the twe governments and the parties to the conflict in
Nerthern Ireland.

I alsc committed the Admisistzation to taking the
iniziative, for the first time, in sSeeking furding ia our
budget zequest for the Intearmational Fund for Ireland.

Throughout this year, we bave felterated on numerous
occcasione ocur rejection of viclence by any side amd our
support fer the political process. I again underseored
publicly my strong interest in promoting peace and
raconeiliation on October 30 ia support of the efforts 9fFf
the Trigh and British goverarecnts, and yet again when I met
with Irish Deputy Prime Minister Dick Spring November 16.

I am convimced the CecerbeZ 15 Joint Declaraticn of Prime
Ministar Reyncide and Frime Ministar Major offexrs an

Ristapic oppertunity te ecd the eycle of bloodshed. I think
the bes: approach for the U.S. now is to continue to

L =a A . . . - - . :
Y. CSurage this couragecus and visiopary irmitiative.




At sShis erucial =ime in the search for peace. let me

Zeiterate g eencral message of my own statement weicoming :
~ the Joint Declaration: The time has ccme for all those who

claim a legitimate stake in the future of Northern Ireland

tC S8top the xlxllng and the violence and pursue peace

through ccastructive dialcgue.

What would you say to Irxish-Amexiecans whe feel you have not
fulfilled election promises made te tkem (e.g., a visa for
Sirn Fein leader Gerry Zdams: appointment of a special
envoy; raising humar rights isaues with Bzitain)?

I would say tc them: Look at our record oi emgagerent on
Northerz Ireland. Look at our support for the Brocess which
lead to the historzc December 1S declaration. Look at the
attention we devete tc Northerm Ireland iz our annual human
zights report. Ard look at the extracrdinary opportunity
that now presents itself for peaces.

Given that the Bzitish Governmezt has aestablished ozgcing
contacts with Sinn Fein with & view to—estabhiigking peace,
is thare not a case for granting a U.S. visa to Mr. Adams
BoW, 3¢ that Irzisk-Americans car hear f£ivgt-hand what his
reaee propesals zre?

As you Xmow, Gerry Adams was refused a U.S. visa earlier
this year. That decision fellcwed a careful review of his
case and wag ecoasistent with oor own immigration laws
regarding te::cris: activiey. we will, of course, keep the
issue undar review as the develcping situatisn warrants,
especially in light of events flowing frem thke Décember 15
Joint Declaration by Prime Minister Reynolds and Prime
Minister Major.

Do thke Irish and British goverzmments bhave a veto cor the
appointment of a gpecial envey? I£ the cixzenrt peace
procegs breaks down, would ycu comsidez appeinting a U.S.
envoy?

The Irigh 2nd Brizish gove:zments do not have 2 veto oa the
special envoy, nor has either c¢£ them suggested they should.
However, we must work constructivaly with both goveraments
in the cause of peace. In this regazd, the aoticr of a
special envoy remairs very much zlive. As I have saii many
times, the United States stands ready to contridute to peace
in any appropriate way.

The December 15 Joint Declaration by the Izish ard British
Prime Ministers cffers the best hope for progress. At this
stage, we balieve tke U.S. erergies should ka directed to
suppexs progTess teward peace within the framewerk or which
the B*itish and Irish governments are workiag together.

Are you goirg to visit Treland oz Yeur trip o Burcpe next
June and will you visit Nartherzm Izreland i€ youw do?

I would very muchk like To visit IZreland during =y
Presidential tenure and iock forward to azrranging mutually
convenisnt gates.
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The Speeial Envoy

The Pregident repeats that the US stands ready te contribute
to peace in any appropriate way and says that "tke notion of
a gpecial envoy remains veZy much a2live'.

The corfirmation, in response to 0!'Clery's question, of
the ''special atrategic relatienship' between the United
States and Britain is now balanced, again at our request,
by the statement "U2 policy on Northera Ireland is made
in the context of the deep ties of friendship and history
the American pecple enjoy with the peoples of beth (White
House emphasis) Ireland and Britain.™

Visit to Treland

According to the President's reply a wvisit to Irelard is now
only eentingent on agreeing mutnally convenient dates. He says
"I would very much like to visit Ireland during my
Presidential tenure and look forward to arranging nutually
conveniant dates'".

(TOTAL No OF PagEs: 4 )

TRANSMITTING OPERATOR: ¥ CES.

©NAI/DFA/2021/48/338




	acoversheet
	Binder4
	DFA_2021_48_33800007
	DFA_2021_48_33800008
	DFA_2021_48_33800009
	DFA_2021_48_33800010


