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As discussed, I attach a copy of P%esident Cl.inton•s writtClll 
interview with Con� O;'Clery of the I%ish Times which should 
appear in t0liton-ow1 s newspaper. '?he replies have gone throug-h 
a. lengthy screening process at bcth State Depart:m.ent and the
NSC and were perso�y approved by the President:. this 
mo.rning. 

The following points are relevant: 

• Adams Visa

The reply in relation� the �dams visa about which we spoke
at the weekend and about.which al.so the Ambassador and llt?Se1f
ware in direct 1;0nta.ct with the iihite Reuse on sat.urday night,
is a considerable htpro-rement 0:ii the earlie% �a.£t. As you
Ja1QW# our concern was: tl2t the original. draft was somewhat
harsh and did not adeg:uat;el.y .reflect the change.I! circumstances
arising ftom the Joint:_ Dec:laraticn and tha need to keep the
Adam.s visa under review- in this eo:iit=-

• Appea1 to IRA

�he text also now in�1ud�s a reiteration, at cur request, of
the President's appeal,to "step the killing and. the violence
uci pursue i;,eace • through; constructiv• 4ia1ogue."
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0. • Sow has the end of the Cl:11.d. W&r c:b.anged. the special. 
strategic re1ationsh.ip bet-.. --een the uz:.ited states �d the 
United Kingdom, and is this refl.ectec i� u.s. policy cmNortheb Ire1a.nc.? 

A. I have: made clear til.at as lonq as: am ?resident, the United
State,.' relationship with the -Uoi-:;ed Ki.cgdom will indeed .be
special. Our rQlationship with �e u�ited Kingdom is unique
and h.is�oric a�d we continue to snare a coomon stra�egic
..,.orld vision and a commibn@nt tc ac:T.bg cc. common values.
We are �-orking closely togethe� o� issues rangitlg from t=ade
negoti�tions to NATO refoz:m..

U.S. poliay on Northern Irelanc. is ma.de in the context of
the deep �ies of frienclsliip ace:. b..i.st:o=: �he Amuican people
ecjoy witll tile peoples of .ES2.th r=elanci anc::. �:ritain. In a
time in which the headli.ri.es reminc .:s daily of the folly of
violent na.t.iQnaliSl!L in Europe and, at t2:e same time, the ne.w
hope for peac� i.?:t. the Middle Eas�, I want to add America's
veice, an<i my 'personal suppo:::t, to t.hi! fo:?:"ces of peace in
Nort.he-rn Ireland.

o. You have suci. ycu ue p:r:epal:ed. to wo::rk a.ggressively to
promote efforts to ac;lrl.eye pea.c� and :r:ecmiciliatio: :iD
No:cthel!:n t:e1and. In wh.a.t way will you do this� in the
futu:re?

A. In the ea.z::ly weeks of my-Preside!lcy, ! reviewed-in detail
the situation in. Northern Ireland. I discusseci the issue
w:i:c..b. Prime Mbister Major in Februa.-.ry and Prime Minist.er
�ey:colds in bf.arch. Taki.ng these d.isc=siocs cmd cur o-..-::i.
review into accour.t, I have kept the idea of a special O'.S.
renresentative. unc.er active conside...�-:.icn. At the same
tii.e, ! have strongly supported r=ish and Brimh govarnmetit
efforti tc restart a sertous political dialogue i.nvclving
the two qovermnet:11:.S and the parties to the ccnflic-t. in
Northern Trel.and.

I al.so committed the Administ--a.tion to taking the
initiative, for the fir.!!t time, .i.!i see.king funding in our
budget req11est for the Internat�onal nmd for Ire.land.

Throughout t.h1S year, we,hav� reiterated on nw:a.rous
occasio:as ouz rejection of V1olence by any side and our
support for the pol�tical P=e<;ess. !_again u.nder�cored
publicly m.y s�ong i.ntereat � promotiag peace all(l
raccnc:il.iailon en oct0ber 30 ::.n sui'port of the e:ffort.s of
the Irish and 13ritis� go���ts, _a:?d yet again when I met
with Irish O£puty Prime M.i!lister Dick Spring November 16.

!. am conv.iaced the .cecemba: lS Joii::.1; De:::laration of .?rime
�nis� Reyno.!.d.s and Prime Mini:;ita: Major offe:s an
�stc:d,e oppcrttmity to e:c.d the cyo;e of bloow;b.ed. I think
�h� be.so:; apDrCach for the tJ.S. now l.S � ccnti.n'tle to

��0�a�e this courageous and visionary initiative. 
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At this c=�cial �i.me in:1:h.e search for peace, let Qe 
re:i.terate a oen"t:.ral message of m.y own statemll!nt welcoming 
the Joint oec:la::ation: The time has ccme for all those wbo 
c:laim a legitimate st�e in the futu.re of Northern Ir@land 
to .s�p the killing and the violence an.d flJ..rSUe peace 
throug-� eonsuuctive dialogue. 

What wou1d yo� say to I:ish-Ame:�cans who feeJ. you have not 
fulfilled election promises a:ac!e to them (e.g., a visa fo:r 
Sum F.� leadu Gerry A�: appoi.ntmezi.t of a 4pecial. 
envoy; raising hmnan tlghts issues with Britain>? 

I would say t:o them: t.-ook at our record of engaq�t on 
Northern Ireland. Look at our support for the process whieh 
lead to the historic :oecember 15 dec:laration. Lc-ok at t.he 
at�antion we devo� tc Northern Ireland i: our annual hmnan 
nghta report. And lock at the extraorclina...ry �portunity 
th4.t nc,w p�sent9 itse..lf for peace. 

Given. that the Butish Go.;,...:r:nme:t has astahl:isbad =�oing 
c:=ta.cts- with sum Fe.in wi:t:h 4 view t.o e.rtabll,shi:1g peace, 
is there net a. c&ae for g::anting a. 'O'.S. via• to M:. Adam& 
iiow. sc that I:ish.-Ame.rl.ca.ns c� hear fi%st•hand what hi• 
pe&ee p:rcpoaal.a =e? 

As you know, <:-er:y � "ir"as refused a rr. s. visa earlier 
this year. Tha� dec_isioc fi::il.lowed. a c:arefUl. review of his 
case and was co"iseent ,with our own imlcigratioa lawa 
rega.ding ter:cris� activity. we will, of course, keep the 
issue unc:ar review as the devel.c:;:,ing situatiol! varranta, 
especially in light cf events flowing L""Ot!!. the December 15 
Joint Oecla...-ration by Pr.ime Mi.?:i.ister Reynolds and Prime 
Minister Major. 

Do the I:ish and :S:ritish gove:nment.g have a veto en� 
appcill.1:me!!.t 0£ a. spec:iill. ei,.voy? !! � c:u=ent_ pea.ce 
p:ccce•• l:lreaks doc.� wcu.l.d ycu cousidu a.ppcintillg & U.S. 
envoy? 

The Irish a.nd �riti.sh �overnme.nts do not have a veto o� the 
specia.l envoy, nor has �ither ef them su;gestee they shcul.d. 
However, we must work eonstru.ctival.y with both. governments 
in the cause of peace. In this regard, the not.1011 of a. 
.special envoy remai.c..s very �ueh alive. MI have. s11.id. many 
times, the Utited States stands ready to contribute to peace 
in any app:opriate way. 

The December 15 Joint t:>eciaration by t:he I:ish and British 
l?rime Ministers offers t:he best hope for progre.ss. At this 
stage, we alieve the cr.s. energies shou.J.c !:a di.rec:t.e.ci to 
:.u.p�� i;>rog=ess tcwa:d peace wit.�in the framework o.o. which 
the British and- !rish gov�r-....ment., are working together. 

Are you go� to vi.sit !l:el.a:i.d o::i. ycizr tr:i.p �o !lu:rope next 
June a:d will yoii vi.sit.:sC%'th.e%n I::el.ai:i.d if you do? 

I wculci very much like '.o.visit !reland ciuri!lq -atY 
P.resid.enti�l tenure a.c.d look forward to arranging mutually 
convmdent dates. 
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• The Special Envoy

• 
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The Pr�ide.nt repeats th.tt tbe US stands ready to contril)ute
to peace in any appropriate way and sa.ys i:hat "the notion of
a. special envoy remaill.s ve.."'7 =eh Ui ve" .

The Special strategic Re2ationship with Br;tain 

The coll.fu:mation, in respons_e t,;i 0' Cl.ery• s question, of 
the 11specia.l. atrategic r�laticnship" betweell. the tl'?!.ited. 
States and :Britain is no� l:)ala.nced, again at our request, 
by the statement "US policy on llorther?l :!relud is 111a.d.e 
in thl!! i:ontert ot the deep ties of friendship and history 
tha 11.meriean peopl.e. enjoy rlth the :i;,eopl.es of both (White 
Eotise emphasis) Ireland �c!. Britai:." 

Visit to :rrela1'.d 

According� the Presiaell.t's reply a visit to Ireland. is uov 
onl..y contingent on agreeing mui:tl.al.ly convenient dates. Re says 
11:r. would very ll1Uch like to visit r:reland during my 
Presidential. tenure and. look forward to arranging mutually 
convenient dates". 
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