
Reference Code: 2021/48/5 

Creator(s): Department of Foreign Affairs 

Accession Conditions: Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. 
May only be reproduced with 
the written permission of the 
Director of the National 
Archives. 



l9-0CT-94· WED 10:09 E. E. C. !NT. AFF. FAX N9. 353 I 6621899 

Roinn .an T.ao1s1gh 
Department of tne T.ao,seacn 

FAX COVER SHEET 

·<l-_f�Tf�P��
• fl?.�

A f<:.e... i> l U+;,.,.,
�� 
�Ft--1
tU,,._�}--?r�

/C. (0 ' 9� �
DATE:_! _____ -I TIME:----------

TRANSMITilNG OFFICER: ____________ _ 

( 
Total Number Of Pages INCLUDING COVER SHEET: __ 1..-1-,,_-, __ _ • 

MESSAGE: 
7 

This material is being sent from Fax No. 

6621899 

This number should be used for retw:ning faxes. 

If there are any problems on receipt please phone transmitting 
operater at: 

6689333 Ext. 494/378 

'ftthe an Rialtais. Baile Atha Cliath 2. 

©NAI/DFA/2021/48/5 
Covernm,.nt Buildin11•. Dublin 2. 



19-0CT-94- WED 10: 10 E. E. C. !NT. AFF. FAX N0. 353 1 6621899 P.02

·•

Agreed position betwaen the 
Fine Gael, Progressive Democrats, Democratic Left parti••· 

The Leaders of Fine Gael, Progressive Democrats and Democratic 

Left have met and agreed on the following resp�nse to the 

briefing note on the Forum for Peace and Reconciliation 

circulated by the Government. 

The three parties welcome the changes to the terms of 

reference made by the Government in response to some of the 

suggestions made by their parties. In particular we welcome 

the fact that it is now a fundamental guiding principle of the 

Forum and of participation in it that all difference relating 

to all matters will be resolved exclusively by peaceful and 

democratic means. The parties also welcome the fact that the 

terms of reference explicitly state that participation in the 

Forum will be entirely without prejudice to the position on 

constitutional issues held by any party. These are 

improvements to the terms of reference which we welcome. 

The thi:ee parties remain concerned, however, at the 

possibility that the Forum may be used as a means of seeking 

renegotiation of the terms of the Downing St. Declaration. We 

are therefore seeking the addition of the following sentence 

at the end of the revised draft �erma of reference. 

"The work of the Forum shall not involve any :renegotiation of 

the terms of the Downing St. Declaration". 

The three parties are agreed that the positions on the Forum 

should be allocated to all parties operating in the island who 

have a democratic mandate. These positions should be 

allocated to them, regardless of whether or not they wish to 

take part in the Forum initially. This would make it clear 

that their presence in the Forum is welcome, and provided fo:r. 
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r • •  The three partiee ,trongly eupport the ca,e mad• by the 

Alliance Party for an increase in its representation. At this 
stage, it appears that the Alliance Party is the only party 
from Northern Ireland that represents an electorate that is 
not exclusively nationalist. ,Its voice is therefore of 
particular importance at the Forum, The three.'parties believe 
that the Alliance representation should be increased to three 

full members, and three alternate members at the very minimum. 

The three parties are agreed that there should be some 
additional recognition of parties that actually have 

parliamentary representation. On that basis we are agreed 

that the representation of the Democratic-Left should be 

increased to two full members, with one alternate. We also 
seek the allocation of an extra alternate member ta the 
Progressive Democrats and to Fine Gael. 

The three parties are anxious that the victims of the twenty 
five years of violence in Northern Ireland should be heard at 
the Forum. We are seeking assurances that special 
arrangements will be made to ensure that organisations 
representing victims, and individual victims, will be heard at 
the Forum, 

The three parties are anxious that the view� of the majority 
community in Northern Ireland should be heard at the Forum by 
whatever means are possible. In that context we believe that 

it would be useful for the Forum to seek to establish a fonnal 

link with other bodies such as the Northern Ireland Select 
Committee in Westminster. 

The three parties are also concerned to establish whether, as 
in the case of the New Ireland Forum, the Taoiseach and 

Tanaiste themeelves will be taking part as full members in the 
Forum as the head of their own parties representation. Unless 
parties are represented at the Forum at leadership level, 
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there is a risk of a divergence between the work of the Forum 
and the ongoing negotiations at inter governmental level, and 
also at inter party level in Northern Ireland. Any such 
divergence would be dangerou� and counter productive. We are 
therefore strongly of the opinion that, as i�·the case of the 
New Ireland Forum, all parties should be represented in the 
Forum by their leaders. 
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