Reference Code:

Creator(s):

An Chartlann Ndisiunta
National Archives

2021/48/5

Department of Foreign Affairs

Accession Conditions: Open

Copyright:

National Archives, Ireland.
May only be reproduced with
the written permission of the
Director of the National
Archives.



.26-0CT-84 WED 11:59 E.E.C. INT. AFF. FAR NO. 353 1 6621899

The following transmission of 4 pages (mcluding this page), is a
confidential communication of mformation covered by privilege. Itis
mtended only for the person named above.

If you do not receive the correct number of pages, please call the number

above. In case of it being received by a person other than the person to

whom it is addressed, or the servant or agent, responsible to deliver it to
that person, it must not be read, disserminated or copied.

Please notify the sender at oncs by telephone, and return the transmission
by post. You will be repaid your reasonable expenses.

26-00T-04 WED 9:09 35312893776 ©NAI/DFA/2021/48]5




.26-0CT-94 WED 11:59 E.E.C. INT. AFF, FAX NO. 353 1 6621898

18-26-94 18:14 & 333 ! 289 3Ir7S C Mc&. & P HacAh,

Drafl address by Judge Catherine McGuinness, Chairperson, at opening meeting of
Forum for Peace and Reconciliation, 28th October 1994.

A Dhaoine Uaisle,

Fograim An Féram STochina agus Athmhuintisis a bheith anois ina shufl I declare the Forum
for Peace and Reconciliation to be now in session.

Ta fé‘ 1te roimh gach a bhfuil anseo inniu i gCus]cm stairiGil Atha Clﬂi Is iomdha sin
eachtra a thArla sa Chaislefh 560 le seacht gcgad agus nocha bliain. Biodh sl agmnn ar fad
gur dea-obair a dheanfas an Péram ar an lathair seo agus go mbeidh < ouimhne ar an la 20, an
Aoine an ochtd 14 is fichead de Dheireadh Fomhair 1994 mar dhita inar Cuxreadh tifs le
feachtes a dhein leas pobal na {i7& sy0, thiar; thuaidh, théhs agus thoir,

1 am happy to welcome afl who are here today in Dublin Castle, both participants in
the Forum and visitors.

This Forum for Peacc and Reconcilintion has been established by the Government in
accordance with the intentions expressed in the Joint Declaration, to consult on and examine
ways in which Jasting peace, stability and reconciliation can be established by agreement
among all the people of Ireland. and on the steps required to remove barricss of distrust, on
the basis of promoting respect for the equal rights and validity of both traditions an identities.

In accordance with its terms of reference it will also explore ways in which new approaches
can be developed to serve economic interes{s common to both parts of Ireland.

Jt will be a fundamental principle of the Forum that all differences relating to the
exercise of the right to self-determination of the people of Ireland, and 1o gli other matters,
will be resolved exclusively by peacefs} and democraticmeans. The purpose of the Forum
will be to provide an opportuniw to both major traditions, as well 5 to others, to assist in
1denuf‘ymg and clarifying issues which could most contribute to creating a ncw era of trust and
¢o-operation. Participation in the Porum will be entirely without prc]udloe 10 the position on
constitutional issues held by any party.

1t is clear that major negotiations regarding Ireland's future, n'Qrth and south, are now
taking place and will continuc 16 take place elsewhere. This Forum i5 8 consultative and
advisory body, which ] hope will create a background sfigintifioatiod ebgessmi-prablernsy aids
premrvEEwards mutual understanding end-sessiutionefeproticrory against which those otirer
negotiations may more readily move forward.

The Forum is inclusive in its nature; already it contains ruembers from all of the island
of Ireland. 1very much hope that in the future other parties and other individuals will feel ablc
to join in our deliberations. The Forum does not represent a threat 10 any section of the
people of Iretand.  As 1 have already said, participation in it is entirely without prejudice to
the position on constitutional issues held by any party. The only entry test is & commitment to
‘peaceful and democratic means'.
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This Forum is about people rather than about territory. It is gbout people's right to live
peacefully on this island ‘which we love and for whose welfire we all pray’, as that courageous
Presbyterian Minister, James Armour of Ballymoney, once said.  All who live in Ireland must
be made to feel that 1he.|r right to be here is unquestioned and that t.hey and their traditions are
valued, whether they arrived here a few years ago or whether their ancestors came here four
tbousand years ago or four hundred years ago. People's rights and freedoms should not be
affected by their religion, by their political or socia) outlook, by their economic standing, by
their race, or by the country of origin of their ancestors. 'Ireland, as dxstmct from her people,
is nothing to me', said James Connolly in a ringing denunciation of mindless socalled
patriotism. James Connolly, who established Ireland's first republican and socialist party, and
who was executed following the 1916 Rising, was bom in Scotland of Ulster parents, and first
arrived in Ireland as a British soldier in the Royal Scots Regiment.

The people of this oounuy have many origins; these strands are woven together to
make us what we are. My own personal background is, perhaps, an ﬂlustrmon My great
great grandfather William Ellis was twice Lord Mayor of York in England,in 1799 and 1807,
My great grandfather arrived in this country as a soldier in the 93rd Sutherland Highlanders
regiment in 1803. He married a Clarewoman whose mother’s name was Morony. Their son
settled in Spanish Point in Co. Clare, my own father’s place of origin.. My mother, whose
family had both Irish and Scottish ancestors, came from Tullamore in County Offely. My
parents spent virtunllyA ir adult life in Dunmurry, near Belfast. I was born into the Belfast
Protestant community, a ‘child of the Rectory’, and spent my childhood there. [in my tumn
have spent my aduit fife in Dublin. My love for Ulster is deep-rooted and my Protestant
background is strong, but I am nonetheless proud to be a citiaen of !reland

We are a mixed people, @l of us, but we have far more in common than what divides
us. Working class people in Dublin have much more in common wnh workmg class people,
Protestant and Catholic, in Belfast, than they have with some other groups in Dublin.

Business and professione! people in Cork or Galway have a great dea] in common with their
counterparts in Lisburn, Omagh aod Ballymena. The fact that this is ot always appreciated is
part of the reason we are here today. We intend to strive to find ways and means for
reconciliation and reconstruction amang all the people of this island. |

To say that this country faces many problems is to understate the position. Some
450,000 are without work; others are underemployed; some are exploxted There is poverty
and depnvnuon in Dublin end i m Belfdgt, in Leitrim and in Tyrone. Poverty and hardship
dominate the lives of far too many people in Ireland, Protestant and Catholic, whether their
government is in Dublin or in London. Of this we tnust not lose sighy; it is part and parcel of
the Irish situation and cannot be ignored. The economic aspects of the work of this Forum
are vitally important, ;

We cannot pretcnd that the armed conflict of the past 25 years did not happen; nor
can we say that it lef no legacy. We mousn all those who died; we think of alt who were
woundad, some of whom will suffer from their injusies all their lives; ‘we grieve for broken
families, we are conscious of homes where there are empty chairs; we know that all wars are
cruel, bloody, harsh and merciless, We rejoice at the ending of violefice. We salute ali those
who have wosked for peace and who ultimately brought about the silénce of the guns, Some
of those are now membors of thys Forum; they have camed the thanks and respect of us afl.

28-00T-04 WED 9:14 | 35312883775 ©NAI /DFA/2021/4875




-26-0GT-94 WED 12:01 c t. G [NT. AFF.

@

FAX NO. 353 | 6621899

5

This Forurn is described as a Forum for Peace and Reconcilatjon. 1 would almost
sather reverse the wording of the title and call it a forum for recorciliation and peace. At
present we have & cessation of violence and the beginnings of a peace process, but
seconciliation is truly a pre-requisit for & roal and lasting peace. 1f we are 1o be reconciled
we must be able to admit the eTors and mistakes of the past, we must be able to express
regres for past wrongs. Yet ash of us must be abie to retain pride and confidence in our
history and in our traditions. Ry iliation can grow where there is both honesty and
confidence, and where the old faars of each other are put behind us.

15 inte gur ti dhaonlathach, tf a mbEadh an chdr anirde at§ & gach duine df bhfuil
¢a Fram s¢0. 13 iomdha loagdn amach atd anseo cheana f@n agus 1§ suil againn go mbeidh
leagain amach eile fo8 le clos aiseo de 1&ir mas a thiocts gmmnna?asw ithe eile go
Caisler Bhaile Atha Cliath. N7 contdirt do aon duine n6 do aon dréam s ff sea pSin aon
\F eile an Féram Sfochsna agus Athmhuintiris ach 2 mhalairt ar fad. “N{cur isteach @ leagan
amach dream ar bith & 8 bheilh Mseo Ins Hgus 2 dtuaictmf faci na alito s foarr chun an-— -~

tsfochgln a chur, agus e choinned, i rém in Elrinn a chur 58 cdir an Foram.

Unionist, socialist, republican, nationalist, fiberal, consarvative and all other views have
legitimate rights and should be heard. Thereis no political test herw, there is no censorship;
there is openness. No party of group of tcadition has a monopoly of wisdom. We hope to
trelp banish hatred, personal abuse and intolerance from the politics of Ireland, snd to lead
through recongiliation to a true and lasting peace.
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