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Pat Hennessy FROM 1@ Sean Farrell

Lettexr to Minister for Justice

Herewith text of letter from Sir John Wheeler toc Minister for
Juatice for onward transmission please. The letter deals with
the RUC actione in the aftermath of the murder of Roseanne
Mallon as well as giving details of

and Republicans charged with terroriet offences This y®3r.
Original will Pe sent iIn next Bad.
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NORTHERN (RELAND OFFICE
STORMONT CASTLE
BELFAST BT 3ST

Tu.DdﬁK«EH)ﬂBﬁS
Facsimile 761660

Mrs Maire Geoghegan-Quinn TD
Minister of Justice
Department of Justice

gt Stephen’s Green //
DUBLIN (7 May 1994

The appalling murder by so called loyalist terrorists of_ Roseanne
Mallon near Dungannon last gunday night has caused a wave of
revulsion and has, rightly, been condemned out of hand by
representatives from both sides of the community. It 18 all the
more disappointing, though not surprising, that, in the face of this
condemnation, Simn Fein’s only contribution has been a thinly

disguised attempt to make political capital out of the tragedy Dby
alleging security force 'collusion’ in the killing. The RUC have
acted quickly and robustly to rebut these allegations, and 1 thought
it would be helpful to let you have a copy of the RUC press release
which sets out the packground to the events leading up to this
gickening murder: this is attached.

The RUC are vigorously ipvestigating this murder and other recent

terrorist crimes. Three men arrested shortly after the attack are

still being questioned and furrher arrests and finds of terrorist

|| equipment have been made elsewhere. This quick response, and other

\ RUC operations in the area, will, I hope, help to reduce fear and
tension amongst local people.

—

These arrests follow hard on the heels of other recent security
nforce successes, including the arrest of four men and the recovery

of weapons in a loyalist area of Belfast on 5 May, and the charging

-
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pipe-bomb attack on the home of a
Since the start of |

of two men in connection with a
n West Belfast on 6 May.
d with a wide range of '

including 17 for murder and attempted
1 of 56 charges against Republicans.

Roman Catholic man i
this year, 98 Loyalists have been charge
seribﬁé terrorist crimes,
murder, compared with a tota

I felt that in this instance. given the afforts by some tO increase
in the wake of Miss Mallon's murder, you

lable the RUC’Ss account of the
ree be nc relaxation

local concern and tensiens
might find it useful to have avai
eventa preceding this murder. There will of cou
in the efforts of the police and their Army cclleagues to protect

the entire community from terrorist attack.

At ~—L et

!

TKE RT HON S JOHN WHEELER DL MP
Minister of State tor Northern Ireland
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allegations c¢2 ccllusicn., the RUC has estaklished che facts of

incidenr invelving Cwo youths wilcn occurred at a shed at ths

Mill.

ASs a result of ches2 rsporta, a man has come forward veoluntarily and

made a statement to tha Police. He says that he was the pesrson who
encountered the bovs at the siled. He was in the area at tha 0ld Mill

buildings intending to &tay outr for a few days shooting vabbits and

and had camouflaas 3reas

The FPolice are satisfied that this wuun'y account explains the repcrt

¢f apparently SuBPiCioOus actLivily pricr to the murder and :hat the

RUC HENDOUARTERS
9 MAY 1994
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