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Letter to Minister for Justice 

Herewith text of letter from Sir John Wheeler to Minister for 
Juetice for onward tranemieeion please. The letter deal• with
the RUC actions in the aftermath of the murder of Roseanne 
Mallon as well as giving details of the nul!lbera of Loyalists 
and Republicans charged with terrorist offences this year. 
Original will be sent in next bag, 
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NORTHERN OU!LAND Of'PICB

S'IORMONT CASTLE

BELFAST Bl'4 3ST 

,W, Belfut (0231) 7632'!

Faetlmile 761660

Mrs Maire Geoghegan-Quinn TD
Minister of Justice 
Department of Justice
St Stephen's Green lo,:-May 1994
DUBLIN 

The appalling murder by so called loyalist terrorists of Roseanne

Mallon near Dungannon last Sunday night has caused a_ wave of 

revulsion and has, rightly, been condemned out of hand by 

representatives from both sides of the collUl\unity. It is all the

more disappointing, though not surprising, that, in the face of this

condemnation, Sinn Pein's only contribution has ceen a thinly 

disguised attempt to make political capital out of the tragedy by

alleging security force •collusion' in the killing. The RUC have

acted quickly and robustly to rebut these allegations, and 1 thought

it would be helpful to let you have a copy of the RUC press releaie 

which sets out the background to the events leading up to this 

sickening murder: this is attached. 

The RUC �re vigoroualy inveatigating this murder and other recent

terrorist crimes. Three men arrested shortly after the attack are

still being questioned and further arrests and finds of terrorist 

equipment have been made elsewhere. This quick response, and other

RUC operations in the area, will, I hope, help to reduce fear and 

tension amongst local people.

These arrests follow hard on the heels of other recent security

�
force successes, including the �rrest of four men and the recovery

of weapons in a loyalist area of Belfast on 5 May, and the charging
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of two men in connection with a pipe-bomb attack on the home of a

Roman Catholic man in west Belfast on 6 May. Since the start oJ 

this year, 98 Loyalists have been charged with a wide range of 

serious terrorist crimes, inclu61ng 17 for murder and attempted

murder, compared with a total of 56 charges against Republicans .

I felt that in this instance, given the efforts by some to increaee

local concern and tensions in the wake of Miss �.allon's murder, you

might find it useful to have available the RUC's account of the 

events preceding this murder. There will of course be no relaxation

in the efforts of the police and their Army colleagues to protect 

the entire community trom terrorist attack. 
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THE RT HON s�L�R DL MP

Minister of State tor Northern Ireland
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allegations ot ccllusion, the RUC has established th� :aces 0£ the 

1nc1denc involving cwo y0uc�s wh1cn occ�rred at. � shed �L eh� Old 

Mill. 

As a result of c.r.ese repoi-ca, a ma11 has come forward voluntarily and 

made a statement: co the Pol1ce. He sayG th.it he wa:, the peraon who 

encountered t:he boys at che sl�ed.. He was in the aree> ac. the Old Mill. 

buildings i:1cendi:-:9 Lo StH1- o�c eor .2 few da.ye ehooc.1ng i.-abbits 1Utd 

and had camo�:lage dress 

The Police are sao;;isf1ad chat thi:ii 111tu1 a acco\.lnt. explai.n,i the repo:-t 

er apparently suspicious �cL�V�Ly prier co the murder and that: the 

RUC HEl\DQUl\RTERS 

9 MAY 1994 
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