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Spe•cb•• by c.r:cy ¥••• and Martin NcQuino••• in Ander•on•tgwn 

11edno1d1y, 31 Allgu■t. lltt

Introduction1 Th• next voice you will heer will be that of an 
actor, relaying what Gerry Adam• ha• to ••Y• 

Gerry Adam11 Can I ••Y fir1t of all that not all of the Sinn Fein 
leader1hip i1 here today. There , . , , , , in Dublin though reprobate• 
like Tom Bartley and other• •end their beet greeting, .. , Joe 
Cahill aend■ a big 'hi' from New York. It i1 aleo a day I think of 
mixed emotion■, We remember all of the people, all of our friend• 
and neighbour• and our comrade• who have died throughout thi1 la■t 
25 year,. Today i• the ll■t anniveraary of a olo•• friend.of llin• 
and other people have f&lllily who have died. At thi1 time I want to 
include them al10 in thi■ eentiment. 21 year■ ago one ... .... and 
volunteer Jim ..... were ■bot and died in the Ballymurphy area and 
10 our feeling• of buoyancy and of confidence are te■pered by the 
knowledge of the 1acrificee of the Republican people ••p•oially of 
the •ix countie•, but throughout all of Ireland and throughout the 
world people have laboured and fought for thi• •truggle. 

I want to eay a word or two about the volunteer •oldiera of the 
Irish Republican Army. This i• a generation of men and w0111en who 
have fought the ariti1h for the la1t 25 year•····••••••••• 
I want to ••lute the courage of the IRA leaderahip and the 
hiatoric ..... and deciaiv• initiative that today they've taken and 
which they announced thh morninq. They have created, if you like, 
a crucial moment a deciaive IIIQllllnt in the hiatory of tbia island 
and of Anglo Iriah relationahipa, and I applaud and 0011111M1nd the 
leaderahip of the any and I also applaud and oominend you people 
h•r• today, and others who could not be here, beoauae you al10 are 
undefeated by 25 year■, 

The onua ia on the Briti1b government, the onua i• on Mr, Major to 
aei1• thi• moment. I &lao want to appeal to the Unionists to join 
with ua, to join with other■, to join with all of the people of 
thia ialand in creating a new future for all of the people of thi■ 
i1land, for all of the Irish people, We have waited for too long 
for our freedom. We are d ... nding of Mr. Major'• Government that 
he take decisive atep• now to aove the •ituation forward in a 
fundamental way, and that mean• fund&JMntal, political and 
conatitutional change. It ■-an• a deadlitariaation of the 
situation, it Mana our prisoner• boa fro� !n9land and hOIMI with 
their f&11ili•• fr0111 prison• in Ireland, 

I want to end by repeating what Barbara baa said, Thi• ■truggle ia 
not over, thi• struggle i• into a new pha•e• All of u1 have a role 
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to play in movinq it forward, !very woman hare, every 114D here ha■ 
a role to play in moving the whole 1ituation torwud, Nationali1t 
Ireland, Iri1h America, the international c01111Unity, all have • 
role to play in moving it forward. Let you rUIUlber one thin9, if 
we had not decided 25/••r• ago that wa were never again going to 
be treated like ••con cl••• citi1an1, if wa had not taken that 
deci1ion, if we had not decided to atruqgl• for freedom, we would 
etill have been treated like aecond ela11, 1ub•hwnan, undignified 
hwun beinga, He are not that. We are Iriah people, wa are no 
batter and no wor•• than anyone alae, But wa are going to have our 
freedom and that freedom ia going to embrace Unioni1t1 and 
Nationali1t1, Catholic■ and Protaatant• in a fr•• and united Iri1h 
Republic, 

Martig MgGuinne■■a A few WHk• ago I apoke at a 111&rch,. th• Battle 
of the Bogaide, There waa about 7,000 people and for a few 1hort 
minute■ we reflected on the event• of the la1t 25 yeara, lll&king the 
point quite forcefully that we who have bean 10 cloae to the avant■ 
of the la1t 25 year■, aometime1 I think we could appreciate that we 
have bHn 10 clo■e to hiatory, to probably the moat important 
hiatorical period in the courae of Iriah hi1tory • the event• of 
the laat 25 yeara. The reaaon why it baa been 10 1110111entou1 h&a 
been becau1e we have had a 1ituation where a 0011111Unity particularly 
in Belfa1t City, in Derry and the Bogaida and other part• of the 
■ix countie1: 'l'yrone, Armagh, Penianagh and Down• wa have had a
co11111unity which ha• been beaiegad for the laat 25 year,, We have
had a co111111unity which ha• been forced to reaiat the worat effect•
of everything the Britiah Government and the British Military and
all the power• they po••••• could throw againat them, Al Garry
Adam• ha• Hid, and I add on the niqbt of the Battle of the 
Bogaid• co111111U10ration, all that lritain had baa never defeated the
people who have followed thia road, who atand here today.

I alao aaid that we were the hiatory maker• and I believe we are, 
and it i• quit• clear from the deeiaion which ba1 been taken by the 
leaderahip of the IRA which I u very pleaaed at. That the IRA 
today on 31 Auquat 1994 are the hiatory ll&kera. They are the 
people who have mad• thia for everyone, what i• required in the 
1110ntha ahead. 
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