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VISIT OF PR:IME MINISTER. 10\JOR TO WASHnlGTON {REPORT NO. 2) 

1. As you are aware, Prime Minister Major and President Clinton
were in Pitts�urgh I.ast evening during which they looked at
same urh�n redevelopment projects and !Ud � priv.:llc dimt­
together. Later, Major overnighted at the White House and had
br�ast with the !'l:"e:side.nt.

2. The issue of Northern Ireland arose on several occasions, both
in their private meetings and in public encounters with the
111edia. Sources in the White Rouse said that the President had
him.aelf taken the initiative to raise the matter vith Mr
Major. It is clear that the days have gone vhen the President
o� the United Cu•c� aad �he Driti�h Pr:i.m• H.L..l�L-= e&a. •••t
without tbe il'll'ITIA nt' Nr.irthern Ireland arising in coma fo�.

3. It was also quite clear that the British had decided not to
revisit, at least in public, their disappointment al:lout the
Adams visa decision and to minimise the tensions that arose
from the granting of the visa. Instead, Major emphasised
continuously tha.t the i.mporta.n.t thing now wa.s to loolt forward
and see how to produc:a a solution to the lforthezn ::trela.nd
prol:llem.
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4, on arrival in Pittsburgh, the President said that he would !:le 
discussing vith Kr Major the "politic:&l. courage an4 the vision 
shown by Prillle Minister Major and Prillle Minister Reynolds of 
Ireland in working for peace in Horthern Ireland together". 
Clinton :said that he strongly supported the Joint 0ec:lara.tion 
of 15th December adding that the "historic Joillt Declaration. 
offers nev hope for the goal of peace an4 as the President of 
this country, a country full of Americ:&Jls of British descent, 
and full of Americans of Irish descent, I •�in urge an end 
to the use of violence as a means of so.lving po.litica.l 
problems and achieving po.litical aillls, It has no place in 
that effort," Again at the White House this morning President 
Clinton reaffirmed the support of the United States for the 
Joint Declaration "for the process it envisions, and for an 
end to vio.lence, I wish the Prillle Kinister and Prillle Kinister 
Reynolds well as they seek to carry this out", 

on several occasions during the visit the Presi4ent defended 
his decision to grant �dams a visa. While in Pittsburgh, he 
said that it vas too soon to tell whether grantiDg the visa 
had helped promote peace in Northern :I.re.land adding "I hope 
it vill. It's too soon. to say. 11 At the White House today he 
said, "I don't think - can draw a conclusion. yet about 
whether it will advance the p .. ce process. We 111a.de an 
objec�iv• call 1:Aa� �o ouga• •o -� �o onc:ourage ��- (�• 
IRA) to move tova.rds tbe Joint Declaration and try and make 
peaee". 1sked whether Adams would get another Tisa in th• 
future, the President apparently said that the ball-• nov 
in Adams• court. 

I Iu the �rP�Pnee of iresident Clinton, :md ill respell.Se to a 
question about Adams, Mr Major said "I: thi:oJc everyone has seen 
what has happened at the JU:d P'heis. I thi:oJc the important 
issue is to look forward and see how we produce a so.lution to 
the Northern Ireland problem.. I'm not interested in looking 
back and r thinlt as one looJcs forward, one has to look at the 
very remarkal>.le oxproooiea of epi.11.ion tl:IAt v••v• .,.,� uv,u; the 
last few days of support for the Joint Deelaration. Jl'ow, that 
Joint t>ee.laration is there. It is now a .living fact. I:t is 
a geries of principloc upoa wkiek va �ope to :b&s• � �ul"Liua 
to the problems that have :bedeviled Northern Ireland for too 
long. Now, that is the main issue that I want to address, and 
those a.re the issues that we've been discussing." 
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