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20 APRIL 1994

TO HQ FROM WASHINGTON

FOR G CORR FROM M COLLINS
RE: UNIONISTS' VISIT

T The Unionists met this morning with the House Poreign Affairs
committee. Apart from some emphasis on security issues there
was nothing noteworthy that arose. The Committee was poorly
attended. Those present were Congressmen King, Schumer and
Oberstar. Despite King's presence, the mood was cordial.

2. This evening, the Unionists met with the 8enate Foreign
Relations Committee. Senators present were Biden, Pell, Lugar
and Kennedy. Again, the' issues touched on were similar to
those on which we have reported previously. Perhaps the only
surprising element was Molyneaux's confidence on the

“ possibility of peace within a year. There was some brief
discussion on the National Democratic Institute, with which
you are familiar, and the possible role that it could play in
Northern Ireland. Maginnis and Donaldson called on the
Institute yesterday morning.

took place around 6 pm this evening and lasted for about 1S
minutes. I understand that Molyneaux met the press
afterwards. According to the Vice President's Office, the
meeting was '‘congenial'. Por his part, the Vice President
’ strongly emphasised US support for the Joint Declaration, as

B-J The Unionists' meeting with Vice President Gore eventually

National Security Adviser Lake did at his meeting with the
Unionists on Monday.
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| In a conversation with the British Embassy here, they
emphatically dismissed any suggestion that the letter from
Major which Molyneaux was carrying - and which is headed
"eonfidential - contains anything at all of significance.
In fact, according to the British, a good portion of this
letter is devoted to the situation in Bosmnia.
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Re: Ulster Unionists Visit

S T attach a text of a statement which was issued by the White
House late yesterday evening regarding Monday's reeting
between National Security Adviser Lake and the Unionists. The
White House ran the statement past us before issue. We
offered a few suggestions which were taken <¢n board.
Helrfully the statement reiterates "the firm US belief that
the Joint Ceclaration offers the best framework within which
peace and reccenciliation can be achieved in Northern Ireland".

The latest indications are that Molyneaux and his delegation
are likely to get in to meet Vice President Gore sore time
later this afternoon. It is expected that this meeting will
be trief, pernaps about 15 mirutes or so. s vou are aware,
the plarned meeting between Gore and the Unionists cn Mcnday
had to be pestponed due to the fact that the Vice Pres:ident
was travellirg outside Washington.

©TSCH/2021/96/10
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For Trmmediate Release April 19. 1954

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECREITARY

Yesterday Asglstant s the Pres.dent fcr Nacisna: Security
Affeirs Anthony Lake met with James Molyneaux and cther leaders
cf the Ulster Unionist Party of Nor:thern Ireland. |Mr. Lake and
Mr. Molyneaux discussed recent everts and nex: steps in the
effert te bring peace to Northern Ireland.

Mr. Lake underscored <he imporzance of she work =3 Mr.
Molyneaux and other Ulster Orionists tc cppcse vioience --
whatever its source -- and to contrikute %o a Peaceful resolution
of the conflict in Nerthern Ireland. The two discussed the need
Lo encourage 2ll who have vet to do so to renounce violeace. Mr.
Molyneaux reviewed developments since the issuance cf the Jeoint
Declaration and how to move the peace process forward, ~neluding
the current efforzcs through bilateral talks =o achieve polieical
grogress. Mr. Lake reiterated the firm U.S5. beliaf that the
Joint Declaration offers the best framevork wishin whieh peace
azd reconciliaz:ion can be achieved ir Northarn Ireland. The two
agreed to stay in touch on how btest to achieve that goal.

L |
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YISIT OF MOLYNEAUZ AND UUP TO WASHINGTON

20-APR-04 WED 12:14 3531 764506
©TSCH/2021/96/10

Further to M x:.:lkarmy's fax regarding this morning's press
breakfast, Molyneaux and the UUR delegation 21s0 had a meeting
on Capitol ¥ill with the Chairman of the Friends of Ireland,
Congzessman Frank MeCleskey. At this meeting, which lasted
about 35 minutes, McCloskey specifically asked Molymeaux
whether the UUP still. subscrided to the principles of the
Joint Declarztion. Holyneaux zeplieq that they did.

¥olyneauz suggested that! there were very useful zll-party
d:.scuss:.ons taking place {in Northern Ireland and was lavish
in his praise of Minister Ancran. Ke blamed the Irish
Government and the SDLP for problems that had arisen in the
Strand I and Strand IT talks. EHe dismissed the prospects of
any real diseunssioms with the Irish Goverrmment until new
institutions were inm pl ace in Northerm Ireland,

¥cCloskey's office said tha.t ¥polyneaur spoke more fawvourably
about the Taoiseach and Tanaiste thamn ke had done on previous
occasions with McCloskey when the subject of the Irish
Government arose.

¥cCloskey raised his nnha.pm.ness with the security build-up
in Crosswaglen and aiso problems over the years in Coalisland.
Maginnis handed over a 1ist of all IRA incidents Zince the
Declaration in December (presumnbly to indicate that their
activities bad not been downscaled).
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Meeting with _Secretary of State Parnoff

g

s o

S, ¥olyneaux 2nd his delegetion had what was described as a very
tgood and constructive" meeting with Tmrmoff this afternoon.
Molyneaux was very strong, according to the state Department,
in Ri< support for ‘the Joint Declaration but said that they

epuld not wait udefz.nitely for one pazty "to come on boardw.
It was time to move on-to all-party talks in strend I leading
J 0 "a very modest form of devolved Government” in which all
parties eould work together side by side. This was important
in ozder to create an enviromment where the communities conld

work together to build trust. - .

uwp with a concept that "might be a.cceptable to all" in this
contezt. Ee cmphasised that they did not see this form of
modest devolved Goverzmment as other than a temporary
arrangenent spanning = few years during which confidenee would
be established and which would represent an adequatae
foundztion on which Strands IT and TII of the talks could then
be developed. They were prepared to give ‘"up-front
commitments™ about how: matters might develop after =
successful peried of modest devolved Government.

\Holyneaux suggested thit. the 2ncram telks were close to coming

7a ¥olyneaux implied that _:u.:.nety percent of the day-to=day
prodblems in Northern Ireland were ones which were common te
21l the people .of Northeérn Ireland - while there were two
different traditiens, there was one commanity with common
economic and social problems vwhiech had to be dealt with
together. He emphasised t;bat for the Unienigts, dialogue with
Dublin was essentjai but his whoele thesis was that before
there could be any substantial developments oan this front
there was a need for the eonmnlt:.es to begin to work together
in gevernment in Northm Ireland.

8. There was some d:.scuss:.on, on ¥ayhew's "“surrender™ remarks ian
New York. M2ginnis said that the troudble with it was that ®it
needed clarification™!. There was Bo cuestion of seeking to
have the IRA publicly humiliated - "walking down the streets
of Belfast with their hands on thair heads" - but if it meant
allowing them %o retairz tons of Middle Basterm supplied
weapons, this was not acceptable. There had to be 2 complete
disengagement, including of wezponry.

9. My :.mpressmn from the sta.te Department was that overall the
Unionists conveYed 2 sense of reasonablemess and flexibility,
particulerly when contrested with +the rather hectoring

| presemtation made by Paisley and bis delegation last waeek.

20-APR-94 WED 12:14 353 1 754505
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'TO EQ FROM WASHINGTON -
FTOR GERRY CORR FROM NOEL mxlzmz

BE: VISIT OF UUP TG WASEINGTON

1. The UUP delegation, led b‘y My xolyneaﬁz, addressed a2 '"Morning
Wewsmaker" gathering at t:nei Natiomal Press cClub this morming.
These gatherings tend to be poorly attepnded as compared with the
mere prestigious NPC lrmcheonsl. Aside from the travelling BBC crew
and Leondon Times ce:respondent, only seven other jourhalists
! (ircduding Conor O‘Clexry) auii about six observers attended.
Rl
2. The only aspect of m: ltfolyneaux's unscripted remarks that
appeared new was his attempt‘ to indicate a time period from the
[ establishment of "2 Northerz a#smbly until North-South talks might
cormence. Ee s2id that "we should concentrate on the here and now"
and perhaps in 5 to 10 years further development could follow.
Acked by Conor O'Clery what the 5 to 1g years referred to, he said
that it was important for the ;structures in Northern Ireland to get
established. Then after 4 or 5 years "we eould look at how we
would relate to the sovereigwf:. independent state to the south of
[ . ; ~

20-APR-04 WED 12:11 353 1 750505
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373 Referring to the Joint! Declaration he said that the two
Governments had avoided the mistzXes which led to the anglo-Irish
Agreement in that they had ien‘gaged in consultations with the main
\ political parties. After the ;‘guhlieation of the Joint Declaration
the Unionist Party, as the tﬁ:ird largest opposition party in the
House of Cemmons, had s::’;utini;hed it 2s it would any other proposal
by a British Govermment. It! had not been reguired to sigm the
Decleration nor to defand ‘it. “But we $faced up to our
vesponsi.bll}.ty...and gave 11: a sfair md"' Pour months on, the
primary objective of the Déclaration has run its course. It was
now time to "proceed to desiign 2 form of devolved government
aceceptadle to the four main pérties".
|
4. Ee Tejected the peréeptijbn that political talks in Northern
Ireland are now stalied. Etet told his audience that while the
round-table talks initiated by Peter Brooke in 1991 had been
terminated in November ;ss’z,? a totally new set of talks under
\Minister Ancram had ccmm’ae.n%:ed in GSeptember 1993 and were
continuing, o

S. EHe cautiousiy predicted. tb:fat, by this time next year, violence
by the ''main forces" would be at an end and tbat the Northarn
Ireland community (he rejected the concept ©f two communities)
would sit very firmly on whoever tried to get in the way.

1

6. He was asked by Copor 6'c?lery if, after a total cessation of
vislence, he wonid sit down at!the conference table with Sinn Pein.
Ee never clearly ansvered the question but implied that this would

( not arise. He said that one of the weakmesses of the Brooke/Maghew
talks was the conference :tah'le format. In tha future ha saw
Minister ancram coatinuing lus bilateral talks with each of the
partieg (and by mphcat:.on;v:ih Sinn Fein 2fter & total cessation
of violence). '

i
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7. HEe said that whken his party met with the Irish Govermment under
the Brooke talks, they detected a realisation on Dublin's part that
@ifficulties would lie ahea:d'for an Irisk Goverament in areas like
“the allocation of funds" Ddut|added that he didn't want to go into
this. |

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGRS: (3)

TRANEMITTING OPERATOR: XARY SWEENEY
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TO HQ FROM WASHINGTON

FOR G CORR FROM M COLLINS

RE: VISIT OF UUP TO WASHINGTON

i. Unionist 1leader, dJames Molyneaux, accompanied Dby Messrs
Maginnis, Nicholson and Donaldson, arrived in Washington last
evening to commence a three-day visit here. They depart for
New York early on Thursday morming.

Ao Their activities today included a middle-ranking meeting with
officials at the State Department, a 1lunch with the New
Republic magazine and a meeting with National Security Adviser
Tony Lake. This evening, they are scheduled to attend a
reception hosted by the Northern Ireland Bureau and a dinner
hosted by the Northern Ireland/US Chamber of Commerce.

3. [|.A meeting scheduled today with Vice President Gore did not
take place due, apparently, to a change in the Vice
President's programme which sees him travelling outside
Washington. 1In view of the statement being issued (not likely
now before tomorrow) by the White House following the meeting
between the Unionists and National security Advisor Lake there

” has to be a possibility now that a meeting with Gore may not
in fact take place. A meeting with Deputy Secretary of State
Tarnoff also had to be postponed until tomorrow afternoon due
to the situation in former Yugoslavia.

Meeting with National Security Adviser

4. Molyneaux and his colleagues had a half hour meeting this
afternoon with National Security Adviser Lake who was
accompanied by Staff Director Nancy Soderberg. According to
Soderberg, who also gave the Unionists a tour of the White
Bouse, the Unionists seemed well pleased with their visit and
how they were received. In terms of substance, Molyneaux
emphasised, as he did earlier in the morning at the State

©TSCH/2021/96/10
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Department meeting (see below), that his position on the Joint
Declaration had been misinterpreted. Soderberg described him
as '"fairly upbeat about the Declaration" although he
maintained that this ""first phase! was now over. This first
phase, according to Molyneaux, represented the opportunity
presented by the Declaration for the IRA and others to stop
violence. This opportunity had now run its course. (While
there was little time to discuss this point in detail, the NSC
said that implicit in all Lake's comments was the US
Government's belief in the continuing relevance and importance
of the Joint Declaration).

S. The Unionists spoke about the need for “accountable
government™ in Northern Ireland and for all the constitutional
parties to figure out what the people of Northern Ireland
wanted. Maginnis complained at some length about the Adams
visa, maintaining that Adams had deceived the TUS. Lake
explained the reasons why the visa decision had been taken
insisting that Adams had got a fair dose of the message from
the Irish in America that they wanted peace. Maginnis
contested this maintaining that Adams had not received any
such message while in the United States.

6. Lake wondered whether progress might be possible following the
June elections. Molyneaux insisted that elections were a
continuing fact of life in Northern Ireland and that they were
"not relevant' to the resumption of talks. The important
thing, according to the Unionists, was for them not to make
short-term decisions which would lead to disillusionment among
their followers thus promoting the prospects of greater
support for violence.

7. _Maginnis lamented the fact that the earlier generation of
unionist stock which had come to the United States before the
War of Independence, had been overshadowed by subsequent waves
of Irish immigration. In a brief reference to the Taoiseach's
speech over the weekend, Maginnis also said that it contained

\ some good things but that it got "wobbly" in parts.

8. Lake suggested that the Unionists should let the US know of
any way in which they could be helpful.

Meeting at the State Department

9. This morning's meeting with the State Department lasted for
about forty minutes. Attending from the State Department were
Mr John Tefft who is Director for Northern Europe, as well as
Messrs Parmly and Schafer who handle Irish issues. The
meeting was described as very different in atmosphere from the
meeting which Paisley had with the State Department last week.
The State Department officials were struck by the "spirit of

©TSCH/2021/96/10
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| openness" and were gquite encouraged by the Unionist
‘ presentation. In general, they were found to be in a

| comparatively jubilant mood, despite the uncertain prospects
| of a meeting with Vice President Gore.

10. In a meeting of this nature nuances could not, inevitably, be
fully explored, but the sState Department officials were
'surprised by the difference between the Unionist public
presentations and how they found them in private. Molyneaux

\\ was far more 'charitable'" towards the Joint Declarationm than

published reports of his views would have suggested. He
insisted that he had never declared that the Declaration was
f"dead'". Rather, as he did later at the NSC, it was his view

that the Declaration had "run its course" and that at this
stage what was needed was a "move to talks'" and an end to

., "waiting for Adams". His point, therefore, was not to

,\ dissociate himself from the Joint Declaration but for the
process now to move on. In reference to Adams, the UUP felt
that Sinn Fein had made a series of misjudgements (e.g. the
72 hour ceasefire) but then had succeeded in shading matters
such as to re-engage attention. Molyneaux said "at what point
do we say that we have to get on with it?"

11. Molyneaux said that he was not opposed to Strand II talks. But
his point of greatest emphasis was on the need to build trust
and confidence. He insisted that the Unionist community had
been disappointed on so many fronts (he mentioned Articles 2
and 3) that he feared that without some confidence-building
measures there was really no chance of re-engaging in Strand

| II talks. There must be some "pay-off'" for the Unionist

\ community as they had been built up in the past only then to

be let down. The State Department felt, however, that while
insisting on the need for confidence and trust to be rebuilt,
Molyneaux wanted them to Xnow that for the UUP there was
nothing "alien'" about Strand II.

12. If there was doom and gloom about the European elections, it
was not evident in the Unionists this morning. They were not
in the least apprehensive and dismissed the idea that the
elections represented a threat to them from Paisley. They
presented the elections as Paisley's 'last hurrah". In
particular, according to the State Department, the UUP
""chuckled" at Paisley's representation of himself as an
"everyman’ of unionism.

END
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