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On August 31, President Clinton welcomed <he IRA
announcement of it3d decision tc join the political process and to
end its campaign of violence. He pledged that the United States
would continue to assist in advancing the cause of peace and
reconciliation in Northern Ireland, in full sugport of the
process initiated by British Prime Minister John Major and Irish
Prime Minister Albert Revnolds in their Dewning Street
Declaration of December 1993.

In view of the role of Sirn Fein leacer Gerry Adams in
bringing about the IRA’s caasefire announcement of August 31, the
Administration authorized a waiver of his ineligibility for a
U.S. visa 'in order to permit him t® visit the United States and
to explain his views on the peace process in Northern Ireland.

In light of that historic amnnouncement and the peace it has
brought over the last month, thae United States is today lifeting
its longstanding ban on contacts between U.8. officials and
mermberg of the Sinn Fein party so that a dialogue may begin. 1In
a brief conversation this morning, the Vice Praeasident informed
Mr. Adams of this action. We expect that this dialogue will take
place primarily through our Embassy in Dublin and our Consulate
General in Belfast, and that it will help advance the search for
a just and lasting peace in Northern Ireland. This dialogue will
be consistent with the United States’ practice of mainzaining
contacts with political parties throughout t2he vorld that seek o
advance their political cocbjectives by peaceful means.

As a first step in this dialodue. a meeting with Mr. Adams
to discuss the peace process will take place at the Department of
State. Tuesday, October 4 hosted by AmEkassador John Kornblum, the
Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for European and
Canadian Affairs. Ambassador Kornblum will be joined by lLeon
Fuerth, Assistant to the Vice President for National Security
Affairs, Nancy Soderberg, Staff Director of the Naticnhal Security
Council, and cther State Department and NSC officials. At+tached
is a letter from National Security Advisor Anthony Lake inviting
Mr. Adams to this meeting.
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THE-WHITE MOUSE-

WASHINSTON

October 2, 1994

Tharx you for your letter of Octokher 1 to President Clinton
raquesting a meeczing with the US Administration to discuss zhe
peace process.

AS ycou keow, lcag-standing US poliey has been t: prohib:s
contacts between US cfficials and Sian fein cfficials. 3ince =rne
anncuncement by zhe IRA of the cteasefire last August. hewever.
thas polizsy has been under review. I am pleased tC Lnterm You
that in light of tha: historic¢ anfiouncement and the peacs Bdrocynt
akcu: by tTae@ IRA over %2ie last month, The 2res:3Jent has Zscided
to _ift the khan cn contacts with Sinr. Fein officials =0 =hat a
dialogue with US officials can begin.

We invite you to begin the dialogue early this week wihila you are
in wWashington. Consistent with customary practice, the dlalogue
would begin at a meeting with US officials at the Department of
State. Several White House officials would also.participate.
Thi® meeting would be the beginning of a process of engagement
wich Sinn Fein that would increase--as events progreased in
Northern Ireland toward peace.

It is our hope that we can assist in assuring the IRA ceasefire
renains for good and izreversible and that we can assist {(n
bringing othezs who sontinue to use and support violence %0 cease
to do 8¢. During the meeting. we would expect to discuss ways to
assist Sinn Fein in solidifying support for the political
precess, how best to assist in promoting talks under the Forum
for Peace and Reconciliation proposed by Prime Minister Reynolds
as well as the round-table talks convened by tha Irish and
Brictish governments aimed at reaching a lasting and just
agreement with all involved parties. We would alsoc expact to
discuss a normalization of relations with Sinn Fein party
officials as progress is made and to solicit yeur views on
tangible ways the United States can help promote trade,
investment and econonic progperity in Northern Ireland.

Ycur role in bringing about the IRA ceasefire was a courageaug
ste> forward for peace which will benefit all the paopla of
Norznern lreland. I look forward to ycur entering a diaiogue
wits the Enited Statas to advance the goal of a lasting jeece.

. sincerelvy.
BT FLi

Anthonv Lake
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