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30 NOVEMBER 1994

TO HQ FROM WASEINGTON

FOR ASST SEC O HUIGINN FROM M COLLINS & \w,‘ f  dlumow uuv

RE: BCONOMIC SUPER COORDINATOR oiassziatidl . o

288 As discussed, the White House has just advised us that
President Clinton will announce the appointment tomorrow
morning of Senator George Mitchell as '*Special Adviser to the
President and secretary of State for Economic Initiatives in
Ireland". The plan is to make the announcement at 103:1S am
in the Oval Office where the President will introduce the
Senator and take gquestions from the Press. Mitchell's
appointment is with effect from 1 Januwary 1995 (he will not,
therefore, as far as we are aware, have any involvement in
Secretary Brown's visit or the Belfast Conference).

Flc As you are aware, the White House had 1looked at the
possibility of appointing an Economic Super-Coordinator at the
time of the launching of the U8 economic initiative on 1
November but decided to postpone further consideration until
after the electionms.

e Mitchell's appointment is extremely good news from our point
of view given his stature and profile. He hails from working
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class roots and worked his way through Law School as an
insurance clerk. He was adopted at an early age and assumed
his adopted parents' name (his real name is Kilroy). Mitchell
is proud of his Irish roots and has kept a watchful eye on
Irish affairs during his time in Congress. He has met most
Irish political leaders over the years and met most recently,
in September, with the former Tdnaiste.

4. Appointed to the Senate in 1980 and elected there in 1982,
Senator Mitchell was chosen as Majority Leader in January
1989. His genial temperarment, sh#ewd political instinct,
dedication to the task at hand and commitment to finding
compromise without sacrificing g"oals earned him both
popularity and respect. Considered both for membership of the
Supreme Court and as Commissioner for Baseball, Senator
Mitchell was prevailed upon to remxin as Majority Leader to
assist in the passage of health caro; reform (this, of course,
did not make it through the last COigress) .

j

s. Senator Mitchell had announced his x:jetirement from the Senate
earlier this year and did not stand for re-election in
November. The media have been reporting in the last few days
that Mitchell may this weekend mrrf his fiancée and longtime
companion, Eeather Machlachlan (thisz will be Mitchell's second
marriage).

6. Following the White Eouse ceremony tomorrow, we would
recommend that the appointment be warmly welcomed by the
Government.
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