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FAX: (202) 232-5¢93 WasHINGTON, D.C. 20008
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1 DECEMBER 1994

TO HQ FROM WASHINGTON
FOR ASST SEC O HUIGINN FROM COLLINS

SE GE

As you are aware, the announcement of the appointment of
senator Mitchell as '‘Special Adviser to the President and
Secraetary of State for Economic Initiatives in Ireland" was
made at a ceremony at the White House this morning. The
President introduced Senator Mitchell who subsequently made
some brief remarks (transcripts are attachaed). Also present
were the Deputy Secretary of State, S8Strobe Talbott, the
National Security Adviser, Tony Lake, Nancy Soderberg of the
NSC as waell as ourselvaes and the British Ambassador.

In his remarks, President Clinton referred to Northern Ireland
as "an issue of central importance to me and to our country'.
He said "we stand on the verge of a new and peaceful erain
Northern Ireland'”. (In a late addition to the soript he
welsomed today's invitation by the British Govermment to Sinn
Fein to begin an exploratory dialogue by December 7th). Hae
added '"at this hopeful and historic moment, it's easential to
create more economic opportunity in a region whose prospects
have been so blighted by bloodshed. There must be a peace
dividend in Ireland for peace to succeed. Peace and
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prosperity depend on one another...That's why our initiatives
to revitalize the economy are so important, and why I wanted
someone of great talent, great stature and great wisdom to
lead in that effort here in the United States."

Besides overseeing the White House Conference in April and
implementation of the other initiatives announced last month,
the President said that he had asked Mitchell "to explore
additional opportunities for helping peace and prosperity grow
in Ireland.”

In accapting the appointment, Senator Mitchell said that he
was "pleased and honored'. He said that the leadership of
President clinton in bringing about this foreign policy
success ‘‘has been significant and too little appreciated®.
Referring to his Irish background, Mitchell said ‘‘the chance
to work on Northern Ireland at this hopeful time means a great
deal to me. My father was the orphaned son of Irish
immigrants. I have visited Ireland. I look forward to
cooperating with the hardworking people of that beautiful
islanad." Mitchell said that he will be taking up his
appointment on 10 January 1995.

Mitchell will have an office at the State Department and a2
small full-time staff working with him. Specifically, he has
appointed to his starff Ms Martha Pope, the outgoing Sergeant-
at-Arms of the Senate (and a former staffer of the Senator's).
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BC-CLINTON-MITCHELL
Transcript of Remarks by President Clinton in Announcing
Appointmeat of George Mitchell To: National Desk Contact:
Whi House Press Office, 202-456-2100

WASHINGTON, Dec. | /U.S. Newswire/ -- The following is a
transcript of remarks by President Clinton in announcing
appointment of George Mitchell:

The Oval Office 10:27 PM. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. Ladies and gentiemen, 1o0day is
the last day of this session of Congress, And, thercfore, it's
the last day that all of us in America have the privilege of
baving George Mitchell as the Senate Majority Leader. I will
g:.rsonally miss him very much — his wise coansel, his suppozt,

is strong leadership for the American people.

I know that his colleagues on both sides of the aisle and the
American people will 2lso miss his leadership, and the
thoughtfulness and the courage that have distinguished him
throughout his long carcer. My regret about his retirement is
tempered, at least in some measure, bg the fact that as one
chapeer in his life of extraordinary public seevice closes.
another is openin 5!

Today, Senator Mitchell has agreed to work on an issue of
cenwal impunance W me and to our country as Special Adviser
1o the President and the Secretary of State for Economic
Inidatives in Ireland. We stand on the verge of a new and
peaceful era in Northerm Iireland. For over three months, the
historic ceasc-fires between the IRA and the loyalist
gadiamenwy groups have held. I welcome today's invitation

y Downing Street to Sinn Fein to begin an exploratory dialogue
by December the 7th.

A just and lasting seclement that respects the rights and
traditions of the two communities in Northern Ireland is, after
50 many years of bloodshed, finally within reach. But at this
hopeful and historic moment, it's essendeal to creale more
economic opportanity in a region whose prospects have been so
hlighted by bloodshed. There must be a peace dividend in
Ireiand for the peace to succeed. Peace and prosperity depend
upon oné anothet. )

Ore of the most important ways that we here it the United
States can ensure that peace takes root is to promote trade and
investment in the areas of Ireland that have suffered the most
from violence. That's why last month we announced our Economic
Initiatives for Ireland. They're a response to the call of all
the parties in the region for the development that will help
d:spm to lift themnselves out of the cycle of contlict and

air.

As we have in the past, the United States stands ready 10
help those who are taking risks for peace. To do that, we'll
work in close cooperation with the private sector here in the
Uniled States and with Britain, Ircland and other concerned
parties in Europe and elsewhere. Ultimately, of course, the
success of the peace process will depend most on those who have
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been most affected, on whether they believe it will give them a
better funrre.

That's why our initistives 10 help vitalize the economy are
o important, and why [ wanted someone of great wlent, great
stature, and great wisdom to lead in that effort here in the
United Stawes. No one fills tha bill like George Mitchell,
He will oversee the White House Conference on Trade and
Investment in Ireland which will be held in April of next year
in Philadelphia.

I've asked him to ensure implementation of all the
initiatives we announced last month, to explore additional
Icg:[.mmmities for helping peace and Pprosperity grow in Ireland.

ell consuhdwiﬂl the International unc&f.o; I::lhnd. with the
Congress and with others to swengthen und’s prograros.
He'll also begin a dialogue with the European Union, its
individual member nations and other natons to profmote economic
development in all these areas.

1 believe in the weeks and months ahead, the people of
Ireland will come to respect and admire George Mitchell just as
much as all of us here in the United States have.

George. I am delighted today 10 be able t0 s2y thank you,
again, for public service and not just farewell.

enator Mitchell

SENATOR MITCHELL: Thank you very much. Mr. President, Mr.
Secretary, Mr. Ambassador, friends: I'm pleased and honorod to
be bere today to accept the post of Special Adviser to the
?:lsai:;m and Secremry of State for economic initistives in

For the people of Northern Ireland. this is a time of lgn:.n
hc;re after many years of despair. The leadership of President
Clinton ir helping to bring about this foreign pogcy success
has been significant and too linle appreciated. I commend him
for his courageous support of the pcace process, which has
glg:d a key role in creating this moment of oppormnity. The

ident has also designed the creative array of economic
inidatives we are underaking -- actions which will offer
opportunities 10 Americans as well as to help make the
cessation of violence in Northern Ireland a lasting one.

The chance to work on Northern Ireland at this hopeful time
means a great deal to me. My father was the orphaned son of
Irish immigrants. Ihave visited Ireland. [ look forward to
co::demdng with the hard-working people of that beautiful
isl

As Majority Leader in the Senaie. T have had die opportunity
to meet remarkable people -- here in America and from other
pants of the world: heads of government, leaders in business
in industry, those in the forefront of community development.

I look forward 10 renewing many of these acquaintances, and to
work 10 increase economic opportunity in Northem Ireland and
the border counties. When people have a chance for a steady
job, home ownership, greater prosperity for thernselves and for
their children, they are much less likcly w fall into the
destructive patterns of violence, crime and sectarizn hatred,
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As the Pregident's announcement of our economic initiative is
noted, Americans should be in on the ground floor of these new
oppormaities. This will be good for us, and good for Irish

and reconciliation. 1take great satisfaction in having

the historle GATT Agresment:

The economic initiatives for Northern Ireland will not be
handouts; rather, i the spirit of GATT, they will be open
doors — trade and investment — 50 that Americans can prosper
from the new climate in which barriers of all kinds are
couaga'mg.

And finally, I'm glad to be embarking un a mission which has
broad support ia this country, from both sides of the aisle, in

both Houses of Congress, and among the American people. I'know
that both communities in Northern Ireland want peace and
prospeqity as well

The search for peace in Nosthern Treland is abviously
primarily a mateer for thosc most directly involved: the
people of Northern Ircland, the governrments of Grear Britain
and the Republic of Ireland. The American role will continue
10 be one of supporting the effosts of the British and Irish
govemments to make that dream a reality. I am proud to be a
part of that effort. thank the President very much. 1 will
assume this position on January 10t and Ilook forward to 2
successful conference on economic initiatives in Northern
Ireland.

Thank you very much, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you.

SENATOR MITCHELL: Ttank you, Mr. Secretary, very much.

SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER: Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT. Thank you, ladies und g

Q Senator Mitchell, do you anticipste workin
process. and perhaps peace talks between British and Irish
‘repreumauves?

Q When's the wedding?

THE PRESIDENT: Do you want to answer that question. George?

%{%enmr, whea's the wedding?
PRE;DDENT: He wants to wail until January 10th to answer
other questions. (Laughter.)

SENATOR MITCHELL: Ia December.

Q When?

Q What are your plans for this weekend, Senator? (Laughter.)

Q Senator. are you going to the conference in Belfast — the
investment conference in Belfast?

SENATOR MITCBELL: I'll be discussing the conference with
Secretary Brown, but I'm not assuming this position until
January 10th, Therefore, 1 don't expect to be active on the
marter until then. We still have to g0 Up and pass GATT uow.

Thank you very much.
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This weekend? (Laughter.)

Q
THE PRESS: 00, .
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