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SBCURB PAX 128 

23 February 1994 

TO: HQ 

FOR: A/SEC O hUIGINN 

BELFAST 

JOINT SBCRBTARY 

NIO/IRA Contact, and the PanorAM Progrernme

1, We have had some discussion here about Monday niqht'a 
Panorama Proqramme, which reports that a British 
Government representative, apparently a senior NIO 
official, had given the IRA an indication at·an 
"unathoriaed� meeting on 23 March laat year that the 
British intended to withdraw. The Secretary of State waa 
doorstepped by Eamonn Mallie on Monday and preaaed hard 
on the issue. The exchange•, which were not fully 
reported, are interesting and I attach a tranacript. 

2. You will see that the Secretary of State's reaponae to
Mallie waa tetchy to say the leaat. I have been told by
the British side that he could have cheerfully atrangled
himl Mallie claims he haa spoken with the officials
concerned, later referring to them aa JC (John Chilcot)
and QT (Quentin Thomaa) and asks the Secretary of State
if he was suggesting that they were acting unofficially 
and without his per!lliaaion. The Secretary of State says
no one has ever been authorised to say on behalf of the 
British Government that it intends to withdraw from
Northern Ireland. But h• says that it ia not for him to
ear whether an intention to withdraw waa said or not
sa d, (Co-nts Thi• answer allowed the impra•■ion to
be created that it waa ••id, although one offioial said
to me that Mayhew wae again a victim of his tendency 
towards a lawyerly exactneaa, meaning that since he waa
not there himself, it waa not for him to say what was
said or not said, Th• Panorama claim about what the 
official said to the IRA at a meeting on 23 March last
year seems overdone, The actor playing the Britiah
Government representative says there must be a
North/South settlement, there i1 a historical train,
Britain is coll\ll\itted to Europe, Unioniata will have to
change, the ialand will be one. That may imply an
intention to leave, but he doe• not uae those words. It
is the kind of language which I have heard privatelr from
a number of people here, including a lower-key vera on 
from the Secretary of State, and it tend• to be part of
the attempt to persuade us that a modeat approach will
serve us better for now.)

3, Panaorama aa:ys that when the SIS contact, the "mountain 
climber" retired in 1991, he left his channel to the NIO; 
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and the Government after deliberation decided to ask an 
official (praeW11Ably a NIO official, and if so, probably 
Chilcot) to take it on. Chiloot has said to me that he 
has never met Adame, but has not said the same about 
McGuinness, There ia a view in the NIO and the security 
forces which I have heard again this week, that 
McGuinnesa is the more reliable interlooutor and hi• 
intermediaries the more reliable channel, In this view, 
Adams presents a• the nicer guy but is in fact less 
trustworthy and less likely to stand up to hardlinera. 
Part of the British anger at the issue of the American 
visa to Adams, therefore, lll4Y relate to the building up 
of Adams personally. Aa we have eeen in a variety of 
ways, for example, in their response to a query from the 
Chairman of IFI as to whether he should agree to meet 
Adams, the British seem keen to deny him favours, The 
latest is the pressure they are exerting on the 
Australians not to let him visit there, They expect to 
succeed although I hear the Auatralian High Cownisaioner 
in London said to Ancram that the Britieh response to the 
American visa had seemed muted (I), seeming to auggest 
that an Australian visit would not be a big deal, The 
High CollUllissioner was left in no doubt that the Prime 
Minister felt he had been kicked in a painful place by 
President Clinton and that the Auatraliana could expeot a 
very unmuted response if they attempted the same, 

There ie no doubt that morale in the NIO/NICS has been 
affected by the revelation of the IRA •contacts• and by 
their own Office's involvement through the Secretary of 
State and, very likely, senior officials, Civil servants 
of all ranks, who are mostly Unionist, were genuinely 
shocked and felt the anger of their own com111unity. I 
understand the problem has been recognised and that there 
ie internal debate going on under Chilcot'• chairmanship 
on how to deal with it. I have heard this will include a 
new statement of aims or strategy for the NIO/NICS, 
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TALlUl ETC 

COIUtBJfTS Bl' S!!CJtE'l'�Y OP STATE IO!Ell OOOlUITIUi•li'JED BY ll.llDIA DUJUlfQ VISIT 

'rO C:OIUlYXEBLA OW MONDAY :llBT l'JlllRO.ARY 1994 

Intervi■-r 

Sir, could I just ask you, in t.he wake of the meeting on Saturday: to 

many people it still seems that you're rather un!oC1.1sed despite the 

fact that you're talking of giving focus and direction to what exactly 

you're doing within this talks procest, Is there any specific target 

in sight? 

secretary of state 

I think that wo waht to sati�fy the partiea who bave t.ken part in the 

talks prooes• �etore that there is a real practical prospect of their 

re4ohing an overall agreement together where it'• appropriate wiu the 

two Government;, it they get round the tabla once again. At the 

=onent, as you tnow, we have had a aeries Of talxs, one to one, one 

party to the Briti•h Government, &lid we want to move on froa that, &nd 

that i• tbaretora the objective that•• h&V. to aatis.ty th- at thia 

staqa that there is a real practical posail>ility ot getting agreaa■Jlt. 

Fro■ then on we aan get back into the real allbstantive talk• rOWld tbe 

table. 

Interviewer 

But is that realistic, Sir P&t�ick, when you consider that the DIJP 

aren't going to take part and the SDLP, that's �lso a bit shaky? 

Secretary of State 

'llbf not concentrate on the �o•itive tor • change U4 recoqziise tAt 

the �llianoa Party the Ulster rrnionist party, the •�LP, all at 

different tillea aaid, and all a�r•• nov, that tba u.aa proee•• 4o•• 

orrer a -1 forward and they viah to ••• it aontinue. I or course 

want to sea evarybody t&Jcing part who has a political vi�oint. 

'l'hose who do not tate part, I thinJt should not ■salllle t?lat they Will 

retain tb• aaount of e1aotoral support tbey previoualy have. Perhaps 

they will, parbap• they won•t, Tbey shouldn't asaume it. 

1 
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Interviewer 
Sir Patrick, can I Ask iou about allegations to ha made in tonight's 
-Panorama progrurne that a r•preaentative of the !ritish Government met
Martin McGuinness of Sinn Fein last tear and told him that Britain
intended to disengage from Northern Ireland over a period ot time?

Sacretary of State
Well, I �ada a full statement aJ:iout •�ohaziges do'lfll a li.u: of
communication between the British Gove%nment ud the 1epublican party,
the IRA, I ahoUl� say, at the and of last yeu, and I don•t propo•• to 
add to what I said than in the louse of co-ons, save to eay thi■
(Whioh really it shouldn't be necasaary to he said at all)% referred
to tba t■ot that there had bean two unauthoriaed meetinqa ud t'll say

\[
thie, if it needs to be said, that nobody haa •••r beeD authorised to 
say on beh■lt oft�• 8ritieh GOV■rDlllent that the lr1t1•h Qovermuint
intend$ to withdraw troa. Korthern Irelan«. OIi tha oontrary, tiaa and
time again, goinq back o�•r •any yeara and very 1111ch more re�eutly
expraased, tbe British GOvarnment baa ••id that Korthern Ireland

\l 

status depends upon the wiaha■ of the greater n�r of the people
living in Northern tralan4 and tllat baa JIIQ•t reaentl7 b-n mq,reasa4
and reiterated, not just �y u■, �ut by tbe Iri■h Qovermi1111t tlleaaelvaa
in the Joiat Declaration.

Interviewer
Sir Patrick, let m• clarify somethin9. When did you say there were
two unauthorised meetings. You spoke always, aa I �ndareutnd you, of
one unauthorised meeting?

Secretary of State
well, I thin.Jc YoU will tind that QBD I apoke 1D t.Ja• •ouae of COIIJIIOU
I referred to two m■etizigs tti.at ware waautbor1a•4 that bad 0011e later
to our notioa.

l:ntervi.ver
sir, eoul� I just ask you about that because I have spoken with them,
your paople, who ware involved in those conver••tione, otticiale,
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., 
peoEl• at very high level in your GovernIDent who actually spoke wi!h 
these people. Are you sugges�ing that those people, known to you in 
the Northern Ireland Office at We�tminster or at Whitehall, ara acting 
unofficially, people of the level of Permanent Under Secretary, and 
Aasistant O'l'lder Secretary. Are you sugg••ting that thay were aoting 
without your pet'lllission? 

secretary of ltate 
I don't ma�• 1uqqestiona to you, Mr -�llis, or to &Zl}'hc4y •l••· I u 
telling you that nobody baa aver been authorised OD hehal! of Ule 
Dritiah Gover11:&1ent to say that the British aove�thaa an 063���v• 
of withdrawal from Northern Ireland, lv�body who has b■en 
authorised to sp■ak oD behalf of the British �oTertllllsnt ue ben 
authorised to say only this - that Northern Irel&.ad'• future ramaiu 
for the ujorlty viah of the paopl• of Borthern Irelan�. And if you 
look at the dossi•r of doOUllents oon1equant upon th• uobanqe, OD the 
m••••q• receiv�d on tne 22 �•bruary by tbe Brltisb Qovenment, J'OU 
will 5ee that it ia entirely consistent with tbe m•••aqes subsequutly 
reoeived from the Ill. 

tntervlewal' 
we weren't disputing the fact whether anyl:xxiy said there waa 
d1sengagemant en the plate, that'• not what's bai�g disputed. It's 
your clal�. Sir, tha� your officials w•r• not engaged. Ian•t the 
�eality that they were engaged and up to this point, iln't it a fact 
they haven't denied it? 

0 

secretary of State 
/ I don't uke claill\.S to you, Mr Wallie. I make •t•t-ents and I have 

atate4 to yo� that no�aay u• been authorised on behalf of the Britieb 
<.overnaent to euqgeat that it la the intention of the BritiaD 
aovern11ent to leave or anything el•• •••···· 

I:oterviner 
that'• not in dispute, Sir. That's not in dispute. 

3 
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searetary of state 
Anyl,ociy else? 

r11terviewar 
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Aro ycu d•nylng that the statement was made? 

Secretary of state 
t am saying that no�ody was autho�i••4 to ••T &Jll'thing on the Britisb 

aovart1111ent's pa�t to that effect. Whether it was aaid or whet.her it 
was not, is not tor •• to say, 

I.uterYiewe:r 
But surely it it was said, aurely this person �uat have bean 
e,cpresaing �t least a sentiment o! the British Goverruaent that they 
did require withdrawal or aaw withdrawal a• the beet·posaibla 
solution? 

9ecratary of state 
ProD wb�t I b.ave ■aid, it i■ perfectly clear that :my answer to t!lat is 

�o•� and you will see that it has !leen tbe co.nsi11tent policy of 
British aovenments fro■ 1970, referred to iD u AOt of �•r11aaent in 
tba -rly 1170e, referred to �•in in th• AD9lo•Iriab A;reaent of 
1985, new referred to ao•t rocentJy S,n the JoiDt Deolaration, t.Jl&t it 
is tor the people of 5orthM"n :i:rellllld to 4eoid• what ia the future of 
their Provinco .nd tiiae &.ncl tim• aqa1D :i: ba-ve •tat.«, as have ay 
prede<=eeeore, t�at until auoh ti.ao ae tb9Y wieh, by 411111.aaratic 
prooees, to say it they e-ver do that they want to join a 1111ited 
Ireland, they will be entitled to ud will raoeive all the aclva:ctagea 
that 90 wit� being pa.rt of the united Kingdom. 

Interviewer 

Does it fell into the category, than, of black propaganda in your 
view, perhaps a raspon•e to your Gove.nmant'e claim that the IRA eaid 

they wanted to 9ive up? 

4 
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Seoretary of &tat• 
I &111 not going to •peculate. 

Interviewer 
Sir Patricx, ara you ienying then that tha two Civil Servants of the 

...,d,t..cl'initiall at JC and QT, )<ngwn to ycu, vho work with you �ily, engaged 
... � i" this wit�yo�erTlliasion, talked to Sinn Fein without y;;;-
� permission. ·.u=-a yo� saying ·they were unauthoriaad in thair capacity, 

as link people with these people? 

Seo�•tary ot state 
I an •aying to you what I've said to th■ Bouse ot Commona aJ!d i don't 
propose t.o r•iterata it, that nobody ha& b■eo authorised to oonduot 
talk• or to anter into negotiations on b■half ot the Driti9h 
aovernment, with the ?RA or with Sinn Fein, &11d I - aayuaq tut OD Da 
oircwuatano••• and in DO oocasion, bas a.Ay'bo4y beu aut.horiaed to ••T 
tll.at Britain viebes to vith4rav from Uorther11 Ireland. •••···•••· I 
am not qoing on with that. 

Interviewer 

(
• OK. Why don't yQU sack th■se people then if they wera acting without

your authority, sir. If they were Acting in euch � ca.paclty, why
haven't they been sacked than?

( 
Secretary ot state
L'm !amiliar with thi• technique ot your.. xr allie, and I 4on•t 

o propo•e to engage further ..•••.•••

J 
'° 

%11tarvi■ver
aut you're du0king tria an•wer, aren't you, Sir. 
you're doing, you're just ducking?

Interviewer

Isn't that what

Oic:.k Spring, the Irish Foreign Minister, haa held out the prospect tor
tha I.RA and Sinn Fein, that the ariti3h Al'IIIY could be wiUdrawn to
Barracks within s years it peaca were to come, becauae the ArTIIY could
ba off �n• s�reets. Do•� he hav■ your authority to say that?

5 
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I don't authorise - di4 you ••Y Mr Reynolda ..••• ? 

Int■rviewer 

No, Dick S'pring. 

secretary ot St..t• 

Oh, Ml' spring. I ui afraid r don't authorise, nor vo�ld t.h� aeu auy 
authority fro11 me, any mea.ber Qf the·zriab Goveru•nt to speax on 

behalf of th• British covarnmant. New I have said very recently in &A 

article vhioh I sul:nllitted to the Iriab Times whiob they pllblishe4, 

that in the event of peace properly attained, th4t 1$ to say u end of 

violehoe, then •• would�• able to -naqe without tbe •••i•taJioo of 

tb• British �niy bavinq to �e given to the police, That's wbat 

they're there ror: they're there UDder the direction of the Chief 

conatacla to help the police polio• Kortharn Ireland, the nole of 
tb■ 001M1UDity, W• would� ele to maDaqe witbout that. �h• auc 

vou1a ba very qla� if th.&� va■ the case: tbe RUC are va.ry qla4 to have 

them ngwr they would�• very qlad ir tb•Y could manage Yithout th-, 

&Dd that is the poaitioA, 

6 
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