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2. 

4. 

Britiah re1ponse to IRA cea1ation 

I had a nu.mber of exchange• with Martin Wililllll■ today. 
He had been asked to analy■e Mitchell McLoughlin's 
statement on RTE last evening which we drew to the 
Tanaiete's attention during hia dinner with the Secretary 
of State, McLoughlin said "the Dublin Government, the 
SDLP and the American Government have correctly 
interpreted the IRA'e position", I mentioned the 
Secretary of State's remark in an interview in today's 
Financial Times that "if Mr, Ada.ms were to say 'the Irish 
have correctly perceived our intention to give it up for 
good', that's fine. Why not eay it?" 

I said the IRA could not be expected to aay precisely 
down to the last jot what the Governmente had wanted them 
to say. The Secretary of State himself had said this was 
not necessary. It waa difficult to see any.difference 
between what the Secretary of State had asked in the ll 
and what McLoughlin had said on RTE, willilllll■ insi■ted 
there was a difference. First, McLoughlin wae ■aying he 
was repeating somethin� that Adame had eaid which, in 
fact, Adams had not eaid (AdAJ11s said "responded 
correctly"), Second, McLoughlin waa not Adama, he did 
not have the same authority. Third, when An Phoblacht
itaelf �ould call the cessation a "suspension", although 
that had been disowned later, there wa■ ground for 
legitimate doubt. I said I had seen McLoughlin and I had 
no doubt he was makin1 a deliberate comment. The British 
view was incomprehensible unless they simply did not want 
to have opportunities to accept that tha caaaati�� w�s 
i.n+-rmd•-:1 tr.- be p•�111ilnent. ( I ireoallod the off or made and
decllned at·the meeting ot orficiala in Stor111ont last
Thursday).

Williams complained about the speed of the Taoieeach'a 
meeting with Adams today. I said we thought the ri�ht 
think to do wae to consolidate the cessation as rapidly 
as we could, I g1ve him a copy of the ■tatement iaaued 
aftorwcrds, drawing atenLluu Lu Lhw Lutal anc1 abBOlU1:6 
<:01111n.i.�111en1. to domooratio and peaceful meana of r1,1111ulvl11y 
political problems, 

Williams said we seemed to have forgotten collllllitments 
made in joint statements to wait before accepting any 
renunciation of violence ae genuine. He said he �as 
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thinking of the statement following the Bru•••l• Su111111it 
la•t October which aaid that all thoae claiming ■arioue 
intereat in advancing the cause of peace in Ireland 
should renounce for good the use of or aupport for 
violence; and that if and when euch • renunciation of 
violence had been 111ade and eufficiently demonstrated, new 
doors could open, and both Governmanta would wi•h to 
respond imaginatively to the new aituation which would 
arise. I said we believed that auch a renunciation had 
indeed been shown by the announcement of a complete 
ceaaation, by the definitive commitment to the democratic 
proceee and by the whole context of the statement. 
Moreover, all our readings of the ■ituation confirmed it. 
(C011111K1nt: there was an echo of the Brussel• statement in 
today's briefing line from Downing St.) 

Conclueiou 

5. Hy conclusion waa that I could underetand that the
British might not want to appear too welcoming or too
ready in response to the IRA statement, granted
especially the sensitivitiae in the Unioniat community,
but almost a week had now paaaed and they aeemed to be
testing the IRA statement to de■truction rather than
moving to consolidate a hietoric gain, Willil!.llla seid if
they intended a permanent ceasation, it ahould not be a
problem to make that clear, As of now, there re1Mined a
doubt, In relation to loyalists, I aaid there waa a riskl that far from having their confidence bolstered by
British coolneae, the loyalist aide would be influenced
to conclude that they would be justified in continuing
their campaign, I hoped that had been taken into equal
conaideration. Williama ■aid it had.
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