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Speech by the Taoiseach Mr. Albert KReynolds, T.D.,
atla sassion on ‘Northern Ireland - Working for Peace’,
Ogra Fianna Fail Annual Conferencc, Grand Hotel, Malahide,
Saturday, 16 April 1994 at 4.15 p.m.

Achieving peace in Northern Ireciand, that will be just and
lasting, is our mest pressing political objective. I am
delighted that Ogra Fianna Fail has devoted a substantial time
to debating this topic. I am gratified by the strong support for
the peace proczess thzt exists throuchout the Fianna F4il

organisation and among the public st larce.

Fianna F§i! has a key role to play 2a tha current situation.
With our democratic Repupiican politizal philosophy, we are well
placed to understand the ideology that metivates the Republican
Movement in the North of Irelarnd, and what bridges need to be
built, to achieve permancni peace. 3ut cgually we have to
recognize that <raditionai approaches are manifestly not ¢nough
to break the long political stalemat2. While crecognizirng the
Nationalist nightmare and vpholding the rights ot Nationalists,
we must continuali.y recach out =o the Unlorist community, reviving
something ¢f the spirit o: the Unites Irishmen, which has been

neglected for faw too leony.

I welcome the presance hsra of Councillor Michael McGimpsey, who
Ee and his brcothec¢ have

.Shown a wi llln"nw" »wrr the last 10 years to engage in dialogue

and debate witli MNaticnalist Ireland, North &ané South,
forthrigatiy Leprassnting aitalst wiews, wncthep in= the New
Ixeland Forum, the Suprame Coust OY in zecsut politi cal talks and

centacts. @L: - io o Srzend td emperraséisidchael KAtR Ehe gype
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.of praise that might cost him votes!

Fianna Fdil and the Ulster Unionist Farty are the two largest
parties North and Scuth. Thcre is a responsibility on us both
to free our people from the present violent situation, and to
join in develcgping a better future zor us all in the land we
love.,

The case taken by Xichael! and Chris McGimpsey about the
constituticnalily of <he Anglc-Irish Agreement scerved an
important public functicn, in clarifying the relationship of
Article 1 of the Anglo-lrish Agreement with its consent clause
to Articles 2 and 3 of the Constitution. The Supreme Court found
that the pursuis cf lxish unity rejuirad by Articles 2 and 3 was
eminently compatible with the ebsolute zcquirement of consent and
with the spirit ot Article 29 on tha peaceful resolution of
disputes. In other words, while h2lding to our wview that
partition 70 years agn was wrong and that Ireland ought to be
politically unitec, as of right, accegptanca ot the requirement
of consent is in keeping with the spirit of the Constitution and
with the pure Regpublican princiwples «ontained in it. That
represents an imporstaent advance in political understanding, which
forms part of the kaszis ¢t the Joint Peaze Declaration.

It is now accentad on all sides, including Sinn Féin, that it
would be wrong i ccerce a majerity St the people of Northern
Ireland into a cvnited Irelend. That rzality was alsc recognized
by most Republican Leadevz back iz the 1%:16-21 period, with the
proviso, swhich Was n9= cbserved, (=hat mEnorily rights in the
North be fully rcepactad. If it 1s wrong tc coerxce a majexity

in the North, zther waat 1s Lhe point of centinued armed struggle?

25)

Respected Repubilican Lcaders of the past always knew when their
own people wers HurLinG, ani when it was time to end the armed

seEen iR
I do not share ' > ©3n‘ie assumpiis that unilatérel British
withdrawel thes Uricnizz s2ople into the arms of the
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South. On the contrary, there would be a real danger of communal
violence and the type of violent comrunity upheaval or worse
which has characterised the political situation at reqular
intervals in the past. That is a scenario which must never be
allowed te hapvern &g9ain. The future we want is one built on
mutual consent ang agreement..

Thelessence of rthe Peace Declaration is the removal of coercion
on all sides and the cstablishment of a balanced framework for
future democratic progress. Peace will remove the coercion of
the Nationalist popuelation by some of vhe security forces and by
the Loyalis: paramjilitarics. “ith certainty as to how the
constitutional ground rules will ogerate, there will be no basis
for the threa: of rhysical force, which, for ¢xample, brought
down Sunningdale ang which tried 1o tring down the Anglo-Irish
Agreement, and whiza is & real impediment to pelitical progress.
No party has a Folirical vote.

Equally, the thraat o coerzion vis-a-vsis the Unionist community
will also be Tamoved, and they carn fee| frzed from any perceived
Siege by Netionaliuls. Whilst accepsing that there werc serious
flaws in the way that Northern Trelans was “ounded, there can be
N0 question at. this stage of using ¢ majority im the island as
a whole to override the constitutioral wishes of the people of
Northern Irelanq. Thysical viclence, which has ruined the lives
of many people in =he North and Impoded doth reconciliation and
economic progress, must cease. TE I can help to bring lasting
peace to Northerr Izeland, T wili bea- with fortitude political
criticisms of my rdle, in the kacwlizdge whal T will have done a
Service to all the ganple of the Nerin, Unlonist and Nationalist
alike.

‘Peace comos driprine sicw’.
made considarzsls FIUaTesz, that the situstion has been
sigrificantly ;. and that in dus course paace will be

achieved. IS after 25 years of

4
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violence. The fears, suspicions and distrust on all sides are
intense. We know from peace processcs in other parts of the
world that progress is difficult, aad that there can be many
setbacks alony the way. But I will nct be diverted or deflected
by anyone from myv pursuit of peace now, in accoxrd with the clear
wishes of the vest majority of the pevpie throughout this island.
I am not and never have beanr engaged in thc appeascement of those
who resort to violence. But I will continuce te use all my powers
of persuasion to convince them that there is another and a better
way, recognising that those engagec in violence for 25 years must
be weaned away from it by constructive cebate, by showing that
the pursuit of legitimate politicel objectives can no longer
justify the ctakinrg c¢f even one mcrz innocent 1life. The
Declaration provides an alternative democratic framework for
political progress, ramoving the last vestige ot justification
for violence.

Further political progress will be much easier in conditions of
peace. Then all parties would be at +he negotialing table, and
what they would be negotiating would bz a peace settlement in the
fullest sense of the word. That stag2 is long overdue.

Realistically, a united Ireland by agreement is a long-term goal.
When .we put on the iabkle the Goverrment of Ireland Act 1920
alongside Articles 2 and 3, we mugt 2= the very least insist on
the restoration cf thc political bhalance and the safeqguards for
the Nationalist communizy thét wers prescent, con paper, in that
Act. The principle of Izish self-determinaticn implicit in the
first Anglo-Irish settlement of 1220-! 1is rnow explicitly
recognised by the Zritish Governmsrt in the Joint Declaration.
They have pledged to act as persuaders for an agreement between
the people of Treland Ncrth and Soutl, whatever that involves,
and everyone naz 0 rveccgnisc thelir sericusness in making such
“a commitment..
We will ineist ir any nsgotiaticns on two broad pr;ncfples:
there a3t te lorzth-Scuth  structures and  executive

’
&
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institutions that reflect both tne practical needs arising
from European integration and the reccgnition of the sense
of identity of a substantial section of the Northern
population. As long as the North relains constitutional
links with Rritain, there must be corresponding
institutionai links betwecn Ncrth and South as provided for
at the time of partition;

Secondl)y, the principles of sguality and parity of esteem
between the two communities in the North must be translated
into reality across the bhoard, as far as practicable.

Both of these denands from Nationalists are from any point of
view reasonable ones, without prejudice to the posszibility of
subsequent constitutioral change by aqreement and consent.

The peace dividend will bring increased economic benefits North
and South, in terms of increased investment, tourism and trade.
Resources will be switched by both Goveraments out of security
and into the market sector. I attacn a high priority to
realizing the great potential c«f Nerth-South economic
cooperation, which would be initially the main focus of North-

South institutions, ané which could bring a«s many as 75,000
additional jobs.

It is often cliaimed that Irish unity would be economically
unviable. I disagrec. Living standactds and productivity North
and South are corverging rapidly, and in the long-term a united
Ireland should k& more viable and dynamic than two smaller
economies. Th= pressnt Lritish subvicy, which British taxpayers
will not pay for in perpetuity, is distcrited by the security
situation, and by Ncrthern [relard’s very high dependence on
public sector employment. Trdead, the 1Irish security
contribution is three te [our times more per capita than in the
UK. Over a :onq =ranzitional ceriod, a continued Bratish

subvention would &= nesded Lo prevent a drzp in liviﬁg standards,

The Europs<an Unicon would alsc assist ir censolidating peace, I

s
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am confident that the United States
prepared to play a gencrous and constructive role in underpinning
for
the

Administration and in Congress, the leaders of the Irish-American

in particular would be

a2 radical political settlement.
Ireland that

Building on the goodwill

cxists from President Clinton down, in

community, somé of whem now occupy powerful positions, would do
for Ireland, what the Jewish community in the United States have
done feor Israel, though much less would be needed.

situat:ion require a British army

A peaceful would no longex

presence on the strects of the North. New policing structures,
with more evenly representative policing personnel and developed
on a community basis, could transform public confidence in, and
attitudes towards, the pelice.

Earlier this wewk, whén I launched a book on the history of the

Horace Plunkett, I was

Irish Cooperative Movement founded
reminded of the role played by the
Unionism.

by
tradition of constructive
Constructive Unionism at the turn of the century also
played a part in the amicabie ending of landlordism, the
development of tic Iirst regional pclicy directed towards the
Lha interest in ocur Celtic

West of and the revival of

heritage including the Ixisn languace.

Ir=2land,

The gualified support of the Ulster Unionist party last December
for the Downing Strect Declaration wasr in ‘he best tradition of
Jim Molvseaux for saying that

constructiva Uniornism. I admired

e

as leader of his pariy he did ast went o

delaying poace by as much as &
vindicate his stand c<hen.

It is not =agy for cither community o
their own wcommenily nas tesn  undar
mistakes end grov: misdomcancurs of The

responsicility Lazng o

the
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My hope is that we will soon be able to write a new chapter in
the history of our ¢ocatry, that the gun will be taken out of
Irish politics forever, and tha:t cveryone will adopt a
constructive apprcach in a4 new atmosghere to Lhe consolidation
of peace.

We too in Fianna F&i) will have a leading responsibility in the
situation that £olilows. we will neve to be creative and

imaginative, and nrneot just clirging ts =21d certainties,

I want to make it clear that as part of our appreach we are
prepared to provide far-reaching guarantees of the rights and
identities of the Unionizt ccnmunity @s well as the Naticnalist

community, including protection of the continuing right to dual

citizenship, whalner in the present ceontext, or 5o that they can
participate fully as of right and with confidence from the start
in any new and agrzed ITreland. As taings stand, no-ore from

Northern Ireland standing 25 a Unionisat &r Naticnalist has any
real prospect of varticipating in a British Government, yet both
could play an importart part ia govirning the whole of Ireland.
The best long-term proticcticn of their pesition would be to take
an active part in shaping the whole znvironment in which they
live on this isiand.

I personally would be prepared tc provide a guaranteed 30% of

places in an enlarged governme ugheut the public
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sector, for as long as 'wis recsssavy, 1O members of the two

communities in the to their rsspective

population, in accozdanie with have been daveloped

hip Government would
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on parts of the Europcen Conning

SiSHT
acquire a whoia naw meaning!  There cuuld also be, if desired,

V]

as ‘part ©Of' tha=  framfwczk responsibility-sharing

Goverament.  Swan wiies 2 more Ll ed settlemant, that might be

could be one.importan:

envisaged now, a
element alcongsiae NRort-32uth fastituciens in replacing violence

T vEa: pelitnics Ir dhe Norgha

by providing a
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. The eQuation of advantage g altering. Given satisfactory
financial underpinning, an alleTrataps econemy couldg kring
dreater PIOsperity o people in posp péris. Rlready some of our
Progressive schemes, &8Peciaiy  sop the elderly, are more
generous. We would not) CaAY more Bl G welght in Brusseis
than at Present, and cou:z R€.D LO zzoysen @ better deal fer
Ulster farmers ans cor infrestruciural lmdrevement . Differences

in seocia) Tegislacion ace di5=ppearin9, and indeed jn many

reépects the atmosphere of Irisk society ;g NOw more likeral and

the North. for example,

[o%
.l

tolerant in ¢he South =han iz :g
women play a muck grestér rele in public )ife here, the trade
unions are rRspelted gozial Fareners, and e have more
enlightened SOCHa legislaticn, ip rddy areas, such ae equality
in the tax cvde, on T20e, @na kirchs cutside of marriage. The
contributios of those i-om the- Iriep Protestant cradisjep is
uniVersally Tecegrisad arg hencured, ang there has long gince

been complaeta 50Cial integraticn ia erje 22rt of the country,

It is <ime for 211 of s Noxth and Souvh =0 shed (he Stereotypes

of the past, (o close zhe yawning selisice) 917 that Ras cpened
€e 1885, and ta f:pg TedETn ways of living

Up in Irish SOC.ilely sin
and working together, e¢ven :if fo- Scme time to come a greater

number in the North precer 1o S=an il Cl Gy, e@fart. PBetween

the traditional poles o= selorging «c 4 = Vereign United Kingdom
and- a Sqverei SMINnG ted " raaatd *hers s a large room for
COmpromise gnd matyal ACTOMMICATION, gl Con a2 ster by step
apProach :o £To00ting  national
Teconciliation ane CC-2ssratiorn.
be as differene from sha model conve ves in the 1930s, as the
united Gernany =7 =agay i Irem tne Unitay S0:men Fapire of 1873,
Such an Irelang INel inevitezly toks £:er@ In the context of a
better and clesar reiziongyin wi=h Ericain, and of partncrship
in the Curcpsan Uiiifn, wizh ehe t-¢2¢ friendshiz and strorg

econcamic t =z WItR th2 Jrizaa Sialars also alakirg o ROy rzle.

CuUr visjon
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that will open a1
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