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1O DOWNING STREET
LONDON SW1A 2AA

7 April 1994

The Prime Miniswer has asked me 0 reply to vour letars of 30 Mareh
apd 6 April.

You ask for direcs dialogue in which there would be clarificasion and
diseussion ox how 0 move maiers forward. You also see this as z means of
demogsmaing recognirion of Sim Fein's posidion as 2 political party with 2
valid electoral mandae

The issues witich you raise were fully addzessed in the Joinr Deciaracion,
which states clearly:

“... democratically mandated parzies wihich esmabiish 2 commitment ©
exclusively peacefu] methods and which have shiown whar they abide by
e democratic process, are free w participete fuily in democratic politics
and 0 join in dizlogue in due ecurse between the Governments and the
poiitical parties on the way ahead °

Many other passages in the Jaint Declaration are also directly relevant to

issues which you have raised, For example, paragraph 4 can leave the reader
in 20 doubr over the Government's fuRre intemions wwards Northern Ireland.

You are wrong 10 say the Government have caused z smlematr  Aqy
pause it the movement wwards peace is becguse of the continuing vicisnes, aud
Sinn Fein's f2ilure unequivocally (o regomce vielence as a means of achieving
political ends. nksmn&m:hnmm:l:s irself from playing a fuil part in the
political process,

The Prime Mrmismr, in addrexsing the House of Commmons on
15 December, said that if here w/gs 2 permanen: gud o violence, and if Sinn
Fein commitzd ise!f to the democtatic process, then the Gavernment would be
geady to ente? into prefiminary exploratory dizlogue with it within three months.
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This dialogue would have the following purposes:

)  to explors the basis upon which Sinn Feie would come 8 be admiteed to
an inclasive political @lke procass 0 which she British Government is
cammised but withous anticipanag the negorigtons within that process;

(i) w0 exchange views on how Simn Fein would be able over 2 period t play
the same Pars-as-the current constiutional parres M the pubdlic life of
Norteern Ir=tand;

(i) %0 examiae the pracrics! consequences of the ending of violence.

We await & positive fespoase. The peaple of the island of Ireland, north
and south, and Tom both Tadifons, want violence 10 s20p Now; 2ot Kmporarily
but for good. So do their goveraments.

The Joint Declaration offess the way forwazd. Sinn Fein can tale it. Or
reject it. Bur if violence conrirmes, it will coly be bezause Sinn Fein have
spurned the oppormIiry © entzr the democratic pracss.

In view of the impormance of chese issues o the people of these istands,
the Prime Minister hias decided 0 make tis lemer publicly available.
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RODERIC LYNE

Gezry Adams Esq
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