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10 DOWNING STREET 

l.ONDON' S'IVtl,. 2AA 

1 April 1994 

The Prime Minister has asl=:I me ?O reply to your leuers of .30 Marcil 
at:d 6 April. 

You ..sk fot dl.rec: ciialcgue in whidi i:m.-e woulcl be ciarifiation and 
disdt�ion on how to move macre:s forward. You also see tflis as a means of 
demo� rccosn!tion of Sinn Fem's position. as a politic3! party with a 
valid dc:C!Oral mandare. 

The i�es which you raise were tully ad� in the Joim Dee.!aratfon, 
whic::h stares clearly: 

" ... d81%lac:atica!ly manda!l!d pames which escabl.ish a commitment. to 
�usively peaceftll inechods m:l which� Sho'n-11 that rhey abide by 
the demoaa� process, � flee to panicip&r4 ftt!.ly in democmic. politics 
and :o join in dialogtte in due course between me Govcnunems and the 
politicai parties on the W3!J ahead." 

Ma.ny other passages iD the Joint Dcclamfo12 are .uso directly relevant to 
issues which ycu have raised. For c:wnple, pa.rapph. 4 can !eave the reader 
in no d�c c:Ner � Govemme:nt's � �ons rowards Northem Ireland. 

You arc wrong to say the Government have caused a ·sw=mar.,.. .\ny 
pause in f.he movcm=t � peace is becansc of the conru-.uing vicl�ne.}, lii.i.d 
Sinn Fcin•s failure wequivocally EO ?eflOllllCe vlolenc: as a moans of achieving 
PQlkl.eal ends. It ls Sinn Fem that =:hldes it.self from playing a full pa.rt in the 
political process. 

The Prime Mi:iister. in � die l!ome of Comm.ons on 
l5 De:embe:. said that if tt!Me '9IU a per.nan=: a to violence, aDd if Sinn 
Fein conuni=i izse!fto the democratic�. then the c�vcniment would� 
ready ,o enter into ,Ptcluninary expic):atcry_ di2logue with. it within three mondu. 
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This dialogue would have the follcWiflg ;mposes: 

F'.03 

(i) • to explore the ha.sis upon which Sinn Fein wculd come to � aruniu.ed to
an inclusive political rallcs proecss � which the British Oovcmrncnt is
commia:cd buc without amicipatmg the -negotiations wilhir.. that process� 

(ii} to �c views on how Sum Fein would l)e able over a period LO play 
the same pan as-die cu�O'!Utituticiial parties �lic-·lif� .. of 
Northern Ir.!land; 

(ili") to � me p� consequences of the Clldina of violence. 

We await a positive t�ll.SC. The; people of the island of" Ire!a.nd, north 
and south, a= wm oom ttadilioas. want violcm:c 10 st.op now, not tr.nnporarily 
bUt for i:ooc:. So do their govcrnmen:s. 

The Joint Declaration olfm the way forwa..'U. Si= Fci.n C11Z1 r.ake it. Or 
rejecr iI. Bur if viol� cominnes, it will only be becaast Sinn Fein have 
spurned the op_oortunity to enter the democratic pr� 

. In view of the impon:a.� of mese issues ·'° lM people of these islands, 
the Prime Minister lias decided :o mm mis ic:w- puo'.icty a\>ailable. 
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