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when the aritiah/Iri1h joint declaration waa mad• in oeoember I 
mad• clear that I r•q•rded it a• a major etep on the r�ad to 
peace and I·a■ked tor it to be 00n1id•r•d in detail by all 
parti•• before re■pondini• aiven the i=portance ot the 
declaration and it• objective that wa• not too much to a1k. I 
alao re009ni••d that -the moet im�ortant reapcne• would be that ot 
the Proviaional·Republican Movement and that qiven the nature et 
their crganiaation that would take tima. I alao appealed for an 
abaenc• of knee•jerk reaction, Th•r• ha• been quite an 
amount of that, aome if it irre1pcn1ible and inacourate. There 
ha• al10 been a lot of in1en1itive and unhelpful lanqua9e lix• 
"take it or leave it", decontaznination period1", qauntlet1 etc. 
Language of that nature ie moat unhelpful at a very ■•n■itive and 
important time puticularly when the objective 11 to •••k an and 
to all violence and to ••v• hW11an life and b:inq to an end th• 
terrible tra;edie■ that 10 many fllllili•• have ■uttered, 
Languaqe a■ well from acme people who would daaoribe thama■lv•• 
•• �•publican• ha■ not been helpful ainoe their re1pon•• ha• been
baaed on regarding the declaration a• a ••ttletnent of our 
problem• which it i■ not. That will only oom• at tha next 1taqe
of the proce■• involvinq �cth government• and all partiea, hoi••
fully in a totally peaceful atmosphere, What the declarat on 
aaaantially do•• amonq other thing• i• addr••• the atated reaaon■ 
!or armed atruggle given by the IAA,

Th• atatad raa■on• by the IRA tor armed 1truqgle ware that the
!riti■h war• in Ireland defandinq their own intere1t1 �y fore• -
economic and atrataqic intere1t1 - and that they were preventing
the lriah people from axerci■ing the right to ••lf•deteniination, 
I have argued that while th••• reaaon, war• hiatorically corraot, 
they are no longer trua in today'■ new lurope. Indeed 
following our publiahed dialogue in 1981 in which linn rein
apelled out tho■e reaaona, rea■on■ to which I drew th• 
attention of the Briti■h Qovernment and a■k•d them to make clear 
that they had no lonqar any ••lfieh econolllio or strategic int•r­
aat■ in Ireland, the then secretary of State, P•t•r Brooke, 

, etated that very clearly in a major apeech in 1990, 

The atatement ii repeated in the Joint Otolaration when tha 
Prime Miniltar ''reiteratH on behalf of tha Britiah Government 
that they have .no ■-ltiah eoonomio or ■trateqic intereat in 
Northern Ireland, Their primary intareat" - which in my viaw i• 
an acicieptable and neoauary polltioal interHt • "ii to ••• peao• 
ata�ility and uoonciliation aetabliahad by a;uemant U1onq all 
the people who •inhabit the i■land". They go further and 
underline that they would work together with the Iri■h Government 
to •�hitY• 1uch an agre•mant, an agreement which would naturally 
hava to addreaa· all th• ralat.ionahipa that qo to the heart ot 
th• problem. 

There remain• the queetion c: ••lf-datal'tllination, Mr Adatna and 
I agreed in our tirat joint atatament that whi1• the Irieh 
p•ople ae a whole had the right to 1elf determination, th•y were 
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divid•d aa to how that riqht w•• to be exerciaed •nd it waa the 
••arch for agreement and the m•&n• cf r••ching aucb agreement on
which gur dialogue voul� be concentrating, It ia ••lf-evident
that the meana of raachinq 1uch aqreement could not poaaiblr be
throuqh any !orm et fora• aino1 an agreement by coercion a a 
clear contradiction in term• and i• in tact impoaaible, It ia 
imp.licit: in all of that of courH that agrHment ahould ba abl.• 
to be made freely and without any cutaid• impediment, 

I b.elieve that thia principle ia claa¥'1Y accal:)t.ad by th• Britieh 
Govaz•nJnant when they daolue in the Joint Daclar■t1on1 "Th• 
Britiah Gcvernlftent aqr•• that it i■ for the people of the ial'and 
of Ireland !l!an!, by agreement between the two part• 
reepectively to exerci1e.thair &iqht U 1elf•dttemination on
the' b&lil ot con,ant, fraelr an concurrently given, Ncitli and
aouth, to brinq about a un tad Ir1l1nd it that ii their wiah", 
Tc underline that commitment to ■elf-determination by agreament 
U1ong our divided people. "They ::eaffini ,.. a biQS!inq ocligation 
that they will, tor their part, introduce the neceaaary legiala-
tion to give euect tc thi• 11 ( ie a uni tad It-eland) 11 or equally 
to any meaaure of agreement en future r•laticn1hip1 in Ireland 
which th• people livinq in Ireland may themaelv•• ueely 10 
determine w4,thcut ,xtarnal impediment". 

In addition the Britiah qoverrunant, while not ueing th• word 
persuade, commit themaelvH to 1'enoour1�•, facilitate and
enable the achievement of euoh agraaman over a period th?ough 
a pro0ea1 of dialogua and co-operation baaed on full reapeot 
for the right■ and identitiH of coth tr■diUon1 in Inland", 

Non• et that ii to augqeat that the problem ha1 baen 1olvad, It 
doea underline that, while paet reaaon■ qiven cy the ,epublioan 
movement for arined atrugql• no longer •�i•t, the leqacy of �hat 
paat which remain• and which i• today•• problc i• the divided 
people of our ialand, It ii clear that that problem cannot be 
reaolved br force and it underline■ and confirffla the �•ed for the
aecond ma n requeat of Sinn Pain, put repeatedly in 1tatementa 
and apaech••• to the Iri1h government and th• SOtP for an orga• 
niaad political alternative to tackle the problem. That alterna­
tive haa been clearly offered by the Taoieaach in hia offer cf a 
permanent PorUl!I tor Peace and Reconciliation to face up to the 
challenge, that face ua if we are tc peacefully raeolve the 
problem of our divided people in a manner that threaten• no 
aection of our ialand pacple, 

The challenge that now face■ all of u1 i1 a clear pol�tical 
challenge • how to heal the d'Hp dividona mong the people of 
Ireland, divi1ion1 which have pclitic11 1 10cial and above all 
econoD\ic implication• particularly for th• ar•a• of high 
unemployment within the North and the border counti••• 

There can be no doubt of the powerful impact that ■uoh an 
in1titution would have, Given that there would be permanent 
northern repra■antation tcgethe� with the south tor the firat 
tirne 1in0e 1920, that repre1entaticn would en1ure that all 
problem, would b• ccn1i1tantly and poai�ivaly addre1aed. It 
would have a powerful aooial.· and economic impact which at tile end 
ot th• day i• what all politic• 1hould be acout. wrapping th• 
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flaq around our young people and pri4e in our Iri1hne11 i1 not oi 
much value if at the en4 of th• day the•• younq people have to 
earn their livinq in another land or apend their live, in dole 
queue• in our own. In.meetin; thit challenge w• will be workin9 
to;ether, not only to harn••• the poaitive energi•• and talent• 
of all our �eople but to h&rn••• •• well the powerful interna­
tional good will that.ar1••• from the tact that we are the big­
qe1t wandering people in the world - a 1trength that we have 
never harn•••ed. 

There are al10 manr other 1owerful foroe1 in our favour, with
peace, the border w ll·in tar be gone, There Will be free 
movement ot _gooda, peopii an aervic•• throughout Ireland in the 
new !urope without land border■, The Briti1h amy checkpoint• 
are the cnly remaining 1ign1 of a border anywhere in the new 
!urope, and they will dieappeu with peace and natural aocial
and economic activity will r••um• for the fir1t time in 70 year• 
particularly in th• border regiona. Indeed r•••aroh carried out
by buaineu leader•, •=• frozn the Unioniat· tradition, hu al­
ready indicated that the development to the full of the eoono�ic 
potential of internal fr•• tradinq within Ireland aa a whole will
areat• 75,000 job■, 

I have not•m•ntioned 0t cour•• the powerful and •p•cial 
aaaiat&nce that will come trom our friend• throughout lurope a• 
well - aa ha• already been indicated by pre1ent !uropean l•adera. 
Let ua not forget that our problem, with Britain were luropean in 
oriqin, Ireland hiatorically ha1 alway1 had p011tive and power­
ful link• with Burop• - link1 which were pciwerfully interrupted 
to Ir1th di1advanta;e by the lnJliah pr•••nce in Ireland, Indeed 
origin• of our pr•••nt Northern problem, the Plantation ot 
Ulater, wa, England'& reapon•• to cur link• with Spain and the 
Act of Union waa the re1pon1• to ?ri1h Republican link• with 
rranoe. wa are now totally fr••• particularly if we &:'I 
orqaniaed, to reeume and d•velop our powerful link• acro11 lurope 
for th• benefit of all our people and to qivt hope in particular 
to our young people, 

The other deep problem that we will b• facing, a probl•� that 
will be powerfully e�oded by aaonomio development, 1• the divi-
1ion in the heart• and mind• of our people, Proteatant, Catholic 
and Oiuanter. That ia th• major political,probl•m that we face. 
It h HU-evident that it oan only be 1olved �y peaottul mean• 
and by a healing prod•••• Partition i• not the Iriah problem, 
It 1imply in1titutionaliaed. and deepened the exiatinq difference 
in the heart• and mind• of our people that had been there for 
aentur1••• It ha• alao �ade that diviaion wor••• The•• ditter­
enoe• go back even beyond the Plantation becau,e our gaography 
and our 1pe0ial geoqraphiaal relationthip with the neiqiu,o�rinq 
i1land were alway, p«:t ot that problem, :n the 6th Century It 
Columba returned trom Iona and at the Convention ot Dr\Ulleleatt 
••ttl•d a �itter and bloody quarrel between the clan, in Antrim
the Dal Riada - who alaimed their loyalty to the Jing of Argyll 
and the clana in Tyrone, D•rry and Donegal who•• loyalti•• were 
to Irieh Xinf•• 

Indeed i■ it not a 4••p miaunderatanding ot the Olater Proteatant 
tradition that it i• only British influence and not their own 
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deeply-felt rea•on1 that up until· now h&ve l'll&d• thiam want to live 
apart tr011 the r••t of the peopl• of Ir•land, rea1on1 that go 
back beyond partition a• indeed the founder of Iri1h 
�•rubliaaniam Wolfe Tone undtrlin•d when he 1poke of the need to
un t• Cathoiia, Prote■tant and Oi•••nter implicitly ad:aitting 
that they were divided. Indeed althou;h IOIM of them mi;ht find 
it often■iv• to 1P••k of their •1•g• mentality, there 1• no doubt 
that it dominate• their politioal thinkin9 and attitude■• 
Although today they ar• not coloni1t1 nor ••ttlert, lix• th• re■t 
ot ua their h•ritage and attitudes oome down from a pa■t for 
�hich they art,not re1pon1ibl• and there ia a •trong tattler 
eleJllent in the deep •eated fear of revenge which underlie• the 
dege menta,li ty. • 

That a•p�t of their heritage make• it even more important that 
phy■i�al fora• is in no way u■•d again■t tha or to bring about 
ehange 1inc• it only reinforce■ the aiege m.ntality and ju1tifie• 
the fear of revenge mentality and in the end deepen• our divi• 
•ion, IndNd it underline,. even·more the neoe11ity to recoqnite
that the Unioni■t people are ju■t u much victim ot our put u 
we are and ■trengthen the challeng• to all of U• to ■how that we 
mean what..,. •ar when we talk of 'an Ireland that will re■pect the
democratic diqn ty and civil right• of both co11m1unitie1. It 
atrengthent the need for the rorum to do all in it1 power to 
remove that dietru1t factor. Indeed that ia the heart ot th• 
Iri•h problem and it can only be reaolved ptace!ully and by a 
healing proceu. 

Indeed I l:>elieve that in a peaceful atmosphere th•r• will al10 b• 
powerful fore•• in both 1ection1·of our divided people that will 
work poaitivaly towarda that healing proce11. Indeed I hope that 
initial 1ugg .. tion• from loyalist pa.rwlitary and political 
1ource1 that they wil11et up their own forUJII are tnae. We can 
then with our two tor1.U11s oomt ourselves, in the true 
Presbyterian tradition, to buildin� a Covenant oi Honour betw1en 
our different tradition• that will lay the foundation■ for a true 
healing prooe••• �et ua not forget that the ca■ic philo1ophy ot 
Pre1byteriani1� - re■peot for the individual and hi■ or her 
opinion■ and re1pect tor diver1ity - 1• th• baaic phil01ophy that 
founded genuine .. hpublicani■m ncit ju■t in Ireland but in wrhin9 
the American Declaration of Independence and the American Conati­
tution whi�h waa the beginnin! of the end of imperialiam, 

.Th• challenge that w• new taoe i1, by ob11rving and implement1ni 
the 1ui1 :principle•, to remove the la1t remaining legacy of 
imperialitm in Ju:ope, the deep divi1ion1 &1110ni our i■land people 
and to do 10 in a manner that re■pect■ our ba1ic hwnanity and our 
ba1ic divtr1itr• ?t i■ an enormou1 challenge and it 11 a major
challenge to a l  of u1, it i■ a'challen;e that, a, I have •aid 
p�licly, 'Will require !rem tht Republio&n movement, ;iven the 
experienoe· that it■ ffl•lllber• have been through, one of the 
,gr•ate1t act, of moral courage of ttu.1 centu:y. lut at the end 
of ·the day it i1 moral courage that give■ real leader■hip and 
that create• truly hi■toric _opportunity. 

Put more ■iaply and directly, if we look forward to the next 25 
year■ and compare 25 yeara ot armed ■truggl• with it■ coat and 
effect, to 25 yeare o! committed peaceful and or;anieed activity, 
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h•rne11in9 •ll· the. •n•r;iea ot our people to t•ce up to ouz 
problmq &Ad �o oon1i1t1ntly promote &nd 'develop the healing 
proOH• •hOUld there be •ny doubt al,out tha.ohoio■1 Let u,· •ho
re■peot the ri;ht of th• Iriah people tc aelt det•rmine their 
Nthod1, 

A• we face th• 21,t century •ur■ly the t1J1141· haa come to l■av1 the
past behind ue, Our preaent h•• been created by that paat -and it
ia not au tha� plea■ant, •nd indeed znott ot our pol1t101, :all ot
it in the •nd n.;ative haa b•en .&oout the fton91 COZ!llllitted by the
other aide. �he time hat come to le&\'e it l:lehind and to loo)c to
the futur-e •o that the ne� century will be the fir1t in our 
i■land hiatort -t�at h•• not been •oarred by the i'Jn •�d the bo� 
•nd in which we Will have at l&at oreat■d •n ill&nd wh■r■ in■ti­
tution1 h•ve the &lle;i&110e of &ll our tradition■ �d r■■peot our
div•rtity 10 that to;eth■r we c•n 1.111 all our en■r;ie■ to build a
new Ir■land in the new Europa ot Which we are already a part. 
Let ua Oomlftit qur■elvea to apillin; o� awaat and not our blood.
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