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174/94.
Mr Major, a Chara, '
I am taking the unusual step of writing to you directly regarding the
potentially historic opportuntty to achieve peace in Ireland which
currently exists and, specifically to urge you to take the necessary steps
to recallse this opportunity

In joint statements with the leader of the SDLP John Hume and in my own
public statements I have repestedly assarted my sincere belief that {f all
parties to the conflict, but most c<ritically your government, are prepared
to demonstrate courage and imagination. 13n atfective peace process can be
establiished at this point

It 15 my belier that the posttion put to you in June by the Irisn
Government has the potential to move us out Gf contlict and ‘owards a
negotiated settlement based on the internationally recognized democratic
principle of nattonal self-determination.

The leadershlp nf the Irisn Republican Army has also made its position
clear. In u statement on October 3rd they said,

“The leadership of Oglaigh na hEireann welcomes this (the Hume/Adams®
inftiative. 1

We are informed of the broad principles involved which wlll be for
consideratian by the Dublin and Londcn Governments.

It 15 unforfunate that the @ritish Government reaction ta fthis inftiative
10 far. has Lean negutive and has ruelled uwnionist reacticn. Nonetheless,
1f the politlcsl will w=xists or can be crested, It!coulyd pravida the basis
for peace". -

Your public respcnse to this was 3an absolute refection. Additionally the
text o 4the La2claration 513n23 Ly you and *he Tacilsaach. Albert Revncids.
on Dzcember 1€ 135 substantially ditterent tn key sreas Lo tha Irish
positiun Pt to you in June. ifdwever, 1t has peen assecrted that thess
dificrences are no more than semantical and that tha under)ying politics of
both dermumeite are identical. Maocuelicens are more Lian willilng Lo 2xamine
ROS1tivaly., the walldlty 3¢ suuh an asserticn. However rd o 20 effe. tively
angd aconrately, tull clarificaticn on the kev lesues 15 wszentiial

h aovernment haz.
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Lty fer @ real and lusting zetrlement has naver haen mor
res.:~acie. (Hr goverrment hold: the l‘y Lol aifs s T e cirGiagt
thereromre, that you clarity *hesa i urgently mna cffasstrcly chroough
diree v Alaiogua, U posce 13 3 reailstic jrogdgect. s you have azeectzd,
ther *ha rpartunity shoula nct be lest because <t <ontusien a~zuzinned Ry
the sbsense ¢t apen ano honest falogue
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