Reference Code:

Creator(s):

An Chartlann Ndisiunta
National Archives

2021/96/29

Department of the Taoiseach

Accession Conditions: Open

Copyright:

National Archives, Ireland.
May only be reproduced with
the written permission of the
Director of the National
Archives.



SECURE-FX TRANSMISSION )
02,0294 23:18 T202 232 5993 IRE EMB-%ASH DC @oo1

ik

- o P
Ps¢ ’ £Ls -Jn)
M MA.-\S‘D,V; s —
Exmassy or [RErTanp
2284 Magsacnuszrzs Ave. N, W.
WaseTNGTON. D) C. 20008
| M
{ SECURE wax mn: 3
|
[

2 FEBRUARY 1994

TO HQ FROM WASEINGTON
| FOR AS3T SECRETARY © hUTGINN FROM MICHARL COLLINS
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| 1. In the course of today, I accompaniea SpLP Leader John Bume
to a series of Adainistration ape gEill engagemante 1in
Washington whiech we helped acrange om his bhehaleg, These
included a 1luagh on Capitol mill wiex Speaker PFoley arnd
meotings with vige President Goze, National Security aAdviscer
Tony Lake, Chairman of the Friends ot Ireland Frank X¥cCloskey,
| Senatars Kennedy, Dodd and Koynihan and Congressmen pave Obey
and Joe Xennedy, Tomorrow, he will have a ueeting witn the
denate Poreigqn Relations committee and with the sState
Departmeat (Under 8ecretary Peter Tarnoff) .

| 2. In the courgse of all his @eotings both on the mill aad with
the Admigpistratien, Hume emphasiccd that the graating of a
visa to adams for the PUrposes or the New York Conterence vas
the right dccision for the Administratios to have Dade. Xe
said that it would help adams Sell the Daclaration to tke more
hard-line elements in siap Pein/IRA. To veveral he aentioned
Private commcnts attributed to Adams* accompanying PR man (Mc
Suigan?) who when asked vhether Sinn Fein would accept the
ﬂ Declaration said confidently "it will be okay: it will worx
out". He was critical oz the British Coveranent for its
continuing failure to olarify the Declaration - wig the
British eowld talk in secrct with Adams Zor 3 ponths, wny
! couldn't they meet him for three hours to give him the
Decessary clarifications". Bume also expressed the conviction
that if adams faileq to deliver on the Declaration, sing Feinp
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the wpite House will: st tOROrrow (fur some Teason the
have chosen:not to issue it t2is'evening as origi; 11y
) . L : A o |

|
] |
Sore's disposition ‘thranghoue Y83 friendly, pot ssrdous. | ii
{
|
|

He gaid that tne Adpinistration hag takcn a gamble ¢n
isswing a visa. iHo [dascr'ihed Fyme's ioput ana jinfluence;|
on the issuing Of: fha:viga ag Tvitalm, g the neeting|
vhiod Hurd haq with 5iimgy'utu-u'y the Britign vere angry. |
Gore askad nuza what the. Rritish woul? nave done £z a |
dimilar situation in thne light of tha  of advice that |
EheY 24 received from Mube. Gore seld Fhoc Be hopaa 'that| |, _
the viaa decisiojn vould ‘help tae ‘peace process but he | | l
expressod aisappqiqmgpti and a. gense: of let down tmt | i
’\Adm bad not responded in 3 way whicy Right Rave peep i AL
RoXe delpful to. -the Adainsgrra tion during hfs wvigge. :
There seemed to me o bel 2 olear iwpitearjon in Goze's
tone and dispO't;:.tion that the issne Of a visa ip the }

anything €ncouraging .in Adams sentation: vhich counla
be pointed to. HURE | m2ia'tnae mlo"— taers may not dave :
been that mych in what. Mamy 32ig his cowment that "enis |
genaration of Irfap Tepublieans iy oinq‘ %o take the . qun !
Out of Irish politfcah iwas oignificagt, Hume made t29
Same point to others in. the: course! oz  the' day,.

(Iacidentally, wnije waiting e go intd tao Reeting with
tRe VP we wero -joined| {n. thn ‘lobby by the |Britisn

Prcsence in tde Whitw House. The Aubastagor wa

Meet Adninistration -offisials an other iaaues.)) i

. N i ek A ET AN i 1 .
a The meeting with| Anthouy! Lake, thoAlx_Fionfll Sscurity
Advisear, was 2130. attended by Rancy 8oderberg amnd Jane
Holl both of vhen :Vere of course VAry .involved| {a the

insisted that the ‘decisjon to izgue t2e viva was the
correct one, a reassurance!that Lazae, ang othersi in the
Eoow, seemcd to appreciste. Ee 521d ‘that he 2id been
getting a lot of calils oritical of the decisjon.f: .

that Adams vag sta “"2Q £t tallnae the momeat. mume

IRdicative of take's concezn was a query to Rume ah to whethar
the 2Adninistration, n_honz!dg 2ot 2oV resch out to the |
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! Onionists - "3hould we be having visible meetings Wwith
them®, Lako atked. Hume chose to be non-commital on this.
He undertook to keep the whitc House informed of any
future contaot he had with tho IRA. Ee also referred to

“ the peace envoy idea saying what waa really required wvas
an economic envoy. He said that such an envoy could be
guaranteed te meet with acceptanoc by all sides. Lake
said that the U8 could not "interject" itself inte the
NI situation but that "when wa can be helprul we would
like to be soW, Hume also gaid that if sian FPein
rejected the peace Declaration he had some ideas how to
proceed from there. He suggested that he had thought this

| thing through though he 4id not reveal what these ideas

warv.

Hume had a private wmeeting with the 8peakur, over lunch,
for the beat part of two hours. Hc vas very pleaged with
the exchange. He suggested that while being agaimst a
visa, it had not been Foley's intcantion to be so visibly
and publicly ideatified om tho negative side of thc
debate. Hume said that he had wizhed to apeak to the
Speaker some weeks ago about this issue but 4aid not
asucceed in making contact. He said that he had therefore
left it to sScrator Kennedy, to wvhom Kume had given a
““very full briefing‘' on his Views or the Rdaas visa issue
at Tip O Neill's funeral, to fill in the Speaker.

During other contacts om the Hill it was mentioned that
Burd had a particuvlarly stormy meating with scnate
Majority Leadcr Mitchell who wa3s one of those who addcd
his naze $n Support of tha Adams visa. Laughingly,
Senator Kennedy said that he weulda describe the exchangc
more fully to Hume on anothar occision!. Moge than one
Congressman 5aid that the British case against issuing
a visa for Adams had been geriously damaged by the Sccret
talks that the British themscives had with sSian Pein.

N

9. Yesterday evening Rume was guest at a2 reception, hosted
at short notice by the Committee for Hew Ireland, which
was attended by about S0 people from the KEill, and

elsevhere.

end
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