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HQ FROM: CGN'i 

G. Corr FROM: Donal Hamill 

M. Collins, Ellll)assy, Washington

National committ11 on American foreign Policy 
conference 

Today's conference on Northern Ireland, organised 
by the National Collll1littee on American Foreign 
Policy at the Waldorf Astoria, was attended by a 
large media presence and some 300-350 invited 
guests. 

Attached is a copy of Gerry Adams• address at the 
conference (which was the only presentation copied 
and available) together with the NCAP press 
release and other background material. 

Tha conference comprised three one-hour 
presentations, each consisting of a half-hour 
presentation and a half-hour Q & A session. The 
order of speakers (decided by draw) was John 
Alderdice, John Hume and Gerry Adams. 

4. Alderdice gave a predictable presentation -
articulate, at times clever, but essentially
pessimistic regarding the prospects !or peace. He
noted in particular the significant absences of
Molyneaux and Paisley.

s. Hume gave a typically strong speech, opening with
an impassioned recital of the statistics of the
conflict, the human tragedy, the walls of Belfast
and the fixed notions/mindsets of nationalists and
unionists alike.

He went on to link in his European experience, his
private dialogue with Gerry Adams, which had the
overall objective of saving hwnan life, and the
3oint Declaration, which he described as the most
comprehensive statement on the NI situation in the
past 70 years.
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Gerry Adams' presentation is attached. In 
subsequent questioning, he said that if the Joint 
Declaration is the first step, then the second 
step (after clarification) is agreement by the 
British and Irish Governments to adopt.as a policy 
objective, Irish national self-determination; 
secondly, the achievement of thia within a 
negotiated timascale, and, thirdly, consultations 
designed to move forward on that agenda. He said 
that this would require flexibility, perhaps 
interim processes and guarantees for the 
unionists. Ha described this as a package he 
could sell. 

7. Overall, Adams said that he came to the United
states to be taught and that fr•• !low of
information in both directions was vital - as was
the need for continued dialogue. He commended
President Clinton and described the conference as
a concrete contribution to the search for peace.

B. Further details will be reported separately.
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):UU PM 

I would like to begin today by thanking the National Ccnni.ttee on American 
roreign Policy for giving me this opportunity to address you on the peace 
initiative on which SiM Pein has �n engaged and the opportunities for peace 
in Ireland which currently eldst. I wish alao to publicly acknowledge and 
thank all those who helped to sc,oure a viaa for n,,. to attend this conference, 
and the many Irish American, and supporters of free speech who have tirelessly 
campaigned against visa-denial. I wish to extend greetings also to the many 
people hare in the USA who have worked consistently for the cause of fraedcm, 
justica and peace in Ireland. 

The recent past has seen important movt!lllent towards peace through negotiation 
and dialogue in sane of the world's most difficult trouble apots. The progress 
towards democracy and an end to apartheid in South Africa waa follOWlltd by the 
bagiMing of negotiation, batwven the PLO, representing t.he Palestinian people, 
and the Israli government after decades of hostility and war. The lessons are 
clear: conflict resolution requireo dialogue and negotiation. The conflict in 
Ireland is no different and, over the put months, important steps have been 
taken in thi1 direction, Sinn Fein has always expre1sad ita willingneas to 
engaga in di1cu■sion• without pre-conditions. Our political priority is to 
advance a peace proceas b;,,.sed on inclu1ive negotations. The devslopnant of 
open debate and dialogue can only asaaist auch a prooe••• No 1ituation is 
ilnproved by ignorance or misinformation. 

This forum, organized by the National Convnittee on American Foreign Policy, by 
encou.raging such necessary dialogue and the frn exchange of information, oan 
assiat the developing peace proce•a in Ireland. I am, therefore, pleased to 
addrasa you here today, I am sorry that only one unionist pasty ls represented 
here today. Mr, Paisley and !1olyneaux should be hen to assist and contribute 
to these proceedings. So too should the British gOVl!!�nt, 

We live in momentous times, with those peace efforts under..ay in the Kiddle 
!:ast, South Afri0a and Ireland. Hy role here is to tell you you of our part in 
shaping that pea0e process in Ireland and to ask the help of the US governmnet 
in achieving it. 

Today, we in Ireland are very aware that 44,3 million Irish American, claim 
r00ts fran Ireland. Worldwide there are an estimated 70 lnillion Iriah in the 
Diaspora, an inc1'1!dible figUre if one con,ider• that Ireland today is an island 
of only S aillion people. 

Here in the US, millions of Irish, fleeing repression and famine, found a 
\olelcome refuge in the United States. No other group with the exception of 
African American, came to these shore• wlth less prospeots1 no group rose to 
prominence so quickly. In the lifetime of many people here, the Irish have 
gone fr0111 "No Irish Need Apply" signs to the White Hou1e, fr0111 owning bars to 
running bllordrOOIIIS, John F ltenn�, the grandson of famine era i..rrmigrants rose 
to the highest political position in the nation. Pre,ident Clinton too can 
claiJn Irish root• on hie mother's side. 

Amongst Irish Aruaricana, there ia also a continuing sadness at the ongoing 
tradeqy in the north o! Ireland. The lnUlory ot Abraham Lincoln and his 
extraordinary struggle to save his nation from partition ha■ an eerie echo in 
Ireland where - have lived under the failed partition of our own country since 
1921. 
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Wolfe Tone, the first politioaJ. thinker to � .. 111 of an Iri11h republic was 
heavily influenced J:,y the reality that beyond his shore• lay a great sprawling 
mnation called America already conceived in liberty and dedicated to equality. 

Sinn Fein is actively engaged in seeking an end to this conflict, to call armed 
actions and a total delllilitarisation of the situation. OUr peace stategy i• 
the central function of Sinn Fein � a political party. At a personal level, 
it is rrt'/ over-riding priority and we have advanced the search for peace to the 
point where it is at the centre of the political agenda in both Ireland and 
Britain. US help i1 vital. 

SINN FEIN"S PEACE STRATEGY 

For Sinn Fein, the search for an effective peace process began over 7 years 
ago. it-, clear that an effective poUtical initiative waa nece111&r1 to 
break the military and political dead-lcc:k and to move us out of. what wu 
developing into a permanent conflict. Successive British initiatives -
political, eocnanic and Jllilitary - had failed pr�isely because they were just 
that - British initiatiw■, ..mi.eh ignored the central causes of the conflict -
�ition and denial J:,y Britain of the right of the Irish people to national 
self-d@t.ePllll!Ation. 

It is ironic that while thtt British goverrunent wu engaged in its propaganda 
war against ua and thosewe represent, while it was censoring SiM Fein and 
preventing JDe f.ran entering_ Britain, and through pressure, the US, they -re 
siJnultaneously engaged with Sinn Fein in prolonged contact and dialogu• without 
pre--conditions. 

Sin.� rein entered uito direct contact with the British government in a genuine 
attempt to advance the serach for peace. During the course of this contact the 
Britieh government proposed that a Briti•h governinen� delegation should meet 
with a Sinn Fein delegation for an inten■e round of negotiations. We were 
asked to seek a short au■pension of IRA operations to facilitate the•• 
discussions. Given the importance of this Sinn Fein sought, and was given, a 
caz:inittment fran the leader•hip of the Irish Republican Army t.h&t it =uld 
su!lpend operations for two ,..eka to facilitate theee di■cuasions. Thi• wa■ 
conveyed to the British governraent in May last year. 

Although - -re infoi:med that this positive response by repubolican!I to the 
British proposal was the aubjeft of a aerie!! of high-level meetings by British 
ministers and officals, inoluding John Major, there was no positive response by 
them. In fact, the British moved awey form theri proposal and refused to 
follov it through. 

The bad f&ith and double dealing involved in this clearly preaents serious 
difficulite■ for us in a!lsessing the sincerity of the British govern....,..nt in 
relation to the pre■ent opportunities for peace. The history of this contact 
underlines clearly that republican ara serious 11.nd are prepared to show 
flexibility in the 1111arch for a lasting peace. 

THE BRITISH PRESl!:NC! 

Britain's role in Ireland has never been b.nign. It has al-way■ acted as a 
do:ninating colonial power. Britain's pre■ance and influence ha• been divisive 
and de■tr\lctive and has prevented the Irish people from resolving our 
differences. The whole notion of Britain as a peace-keeping agent in Ireland 
flies in the faoe of historical and present reality. 

The division■ and conflict in Ireland today, as in the pa■t, stem frOIII the 
i.mmediate realitie• of the British pre .. nce. The "Northern Ireland" state-• 
created J:,y Britain in 1921 when London �itioned our country, without the 
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eonaent and against: tho vishos of tha vast majority of the Irish people. Since 
it• creation this state has !»an in a state of perpetual cri1ia, existing only 
by virtue of draconian legialation, by repression and injustice and in a 
p,!rm&nent 'ltat• of emergency'. 

Since 1969, when the reality of life for Irish nationalists living in the 
Britiah created a sectarian state was expoaed to international scrutiny, despite 
aor:» modeat reforms, the overall situation hu not iJnproved for nationaliat,, 
This ia despite the sophistioated propaganda of the Britiah �rninent that 
thair contribution over the last 20 years ha■ !»en to refo:r:111 and improve the 
��arian ■tate. The inequalitiea and injustice on which the state 
wu founded have not been removed. Rather nsw layer• of repre■■ion and 
injuiotice have been added as the British struggle franticly to atabiliH 
�ir crmnbling colony. 

J\ritain has the worst record on human right• abuae of any ■ignatory to tho 
!'!uropean Convention on Buman Rights. It hu !:,,ten brought !»fore the �uropaan 
Court en 31 oc:ea■ion• and haa been found in violation of the Convention 21 
timaa. Now, however, they have the opportunity to play a podtiove role in a 
defiJtltve peaee proee■■• 

NATiao.L Sl!:LF-DETERMINATIOO 

S.lf-determination ls a nation• s exercise of the political freedau to 
determine it. a.m economic, social and cultural develo,:ment, without external 
influence and without partial or total diaruptlon of the national unity or 
territorial integrity. 

Ireland today clearly does not have thia freedan, nor doea the pretext for 
pu-tition hold good against these criteria. 

In th� =rds of Saan MaeBride, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, 

"Ireland's right to sovereignty, independence and unity are 
inalienable and indafenllibla. It ia for the Irish people as a 
vhole to determine the future ate.tu■ of Ireland. Neither 
Britain nor a lllllall. minority saloatad by Britain has any 
right to partition the ancient island of Ireland, nor to determine 
ita future aa a sovereign nation.• 

The right of the Irish people, as a whole, to self-dete.nnination is supported 
by univerully recognised principles of international law. 

Sinn Fein considers the realieation of the right of the Irish people to 
national 11elf-determinaticn a11 our primary p:,litical objective. The denial by 
the British government of this right to our people is the major source of 
conflict in cur country today. 

It is the British goverranent'e refusal to recognise Irish national rights -
nationhood, integrity of t:ha national territory, national independence and 
sovereignty - which i• at the heart of the political diviaiona and conflict in 
Ireland today. The primary political division• in Ireland, north and south, 
and between north and south, re11ult fran piutition and £%'all the Brltiah clll.W 
to juriadiation in Ireland. 

The partition of Ireland doe■ not only effect the north of Ireland, it affect• 
all of Ireland, socially and econanioally. It saps our national morale and 
oon11ciou■nHe and actively retard■ our ability as a nation to shape all our 
rlfairs, to resolve the causes of poverty, emigration and unemployment as wll 
aa tha other im:>re obvioua cau■e■ of daath and deatruction -- the conflict 
itself. 

TR1! UNiattST Vl!TO 
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The Briti,h government'• public justification for it• involvemant in Iri1h 
affairs is that the unionistl have a veto. That is, that there can be no 
movement v:1.thout the con1ent of a majority in the British created ■tate. Thi• 
i1 a perver1ion of democratic principles. It 11 also a subterfuge. The British 
claim to jurisdiction in Ireland 19 bued on the Gove:r:nmant of Ireland Act. So 
far u Briti1h con■titutional law is conce,:ned, the sovereignty of parliu,ent 
h absolute. The Governl!'lent of Ireland Act is an act of a British parliament. 
That parlilllll8nt i■ constitutionally empowered to end its jurisdiction in 
Inland if it 10 vi.■he1. 

Today's unionists represent aoma 201 of the Irish nation. They are a national 
vu.nority; a ■ignHicant minority, but a lldnority nevertheless. To bestow the 
pow,!r of veto over national independence and sovereignty on a national 
11UJ1ority is in direct: contrl!!ention of the principle of national 
-lf-det@r11lination.

To a::eept the veto Jllean.t accepting that there can be no progress. It me&Ni 
accepting the failed policy of partition. Al.tough the 6 county state haa 
existed for 70 yars, it has not developed a democratic integrity. The 6 county 
state had no political, democratic or eeonan.ic validity when it 
-, created by Britain, It ha1 no validity today. It ■urviv-■ only by JMssi� 
11Ulitary force, by torture and ■wmnary execution, by the perversion of a.ll 
aeeepted _fo:au of justice and law, by the controlled Ulle of loyalist death 
aquad5. 70 ye11r11 of iii justice is an argument for an end to partition, not for 
iu cnntinuation. 

The 6 county state reniains politically and eeonOl!lically unstable and unviable. 
partition loclt■ northern nationalists into a state to which they� no 
allegiance. It tias unionists to a negative laagar view of themulve■ and of 
th@ir future. 

UNIO-."IST RIGHTS 

Sinn Fein recognises that unionist■ have democratic rights whioh not only can 
be upheld but mult be upheld in an independent Ireland. We believe that thoae 
democratio right■ would be greatly strengthened in an independent Ireland. 

Sinn Fein has long accepted that northern Protestant■ have fears about their 
civil and religious liberties and w,a have conaistently aaaertad that those 
liberties mwrt be guarantffd and protected. 

We seek to be part of the building of a society which can reflect and uphold 
the diversity of all our people, Our vision is o:f a free Ireland, a peaceful 
Ireland, a unity of Catholic, Protestant and Oie■enter with all citi%ena 
guaranteeing the civil and nligious rights of all other citizens. We hold to 
the "°1"da o:f the 1916 Proclamation which ■aid: 

"Th• Republic guarantees religiou■ and civil liberty, equal right■ and equal 
opportuniti•• to all its citi%en1, and declare■ it■ re■olve to pur■u• the 
hapiene,s and proserity of the whole nation and of all ita parts, cheri■hing 
all the cb.ildren of the national equally, and obliviou■ of tha differences, 
carefully fostered by an alien government, which have divided a minority frM 
the majority in the po.at. 

Sinn Fain seek■ a new con■titution O Ireland with a charter of rights which 
-..ould include -.n:-itten guarantee■ for those pre,antly constituted a.a 
•loyali■t1•. Their participation would ensure that the new Ireland 'WOUld
acoaamodate the diver■ity of the Irish people.

A■ unioni■ta have frequently pointed out, most emphatically since t�e signing 
of the Anglo-Irish Aqreement in 198!, the !!ritish gowrnmant hu, vhere it 
sees fit, cho■-n to ign=e the wi■hes of the unionist population. This ooncept 
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of con.s@Dt is one applied selectively, and rarely, by the British g01111rnmmit 
and only � it coincides w.i'l:h their own political intaresta. 

Tm! 'o:NS!!NT' ARGUM!NT 

'nle argument that the conMnt of the unionist popul ation is a pr-=ndition 
for any political movemnt is entirely .bogu11 and w ithout democratic hllaia, 
Consent, applied in this absolutist way effectively becoa,ea a veto, locking 
the unionist c:amnmit y into a no-change 11>.i.nd-set. There is no r euon for them 
to reach an accanmodation vi.th the rest of the Irish paople as long u th eix 
present position is guaranteed and unduwritten by Britain. We are left i.n a 
situation of political stale-mate and on-going confliot. 

tba late Catholic Primate of all-Ireland, Cardinal O P'iaich, speaking in 1985, 
four day• after 1:ha Anglo-Irish Treaty 'WllS signed c�ed 1:hat1 

"The prasient policy of the British goverrllll8nt - that there will be 
no change in the status of Northern Ireland wile the majority W&nt. 

P.06

Briti11h rale to rfllll&in - is no policy at all. It means you do not.h.illg and it 
�ans thllt the loyalists in the north are given no en� to =axe a move 
of any kind.· 

And of course the theory of consent hu never been extendad to nationalist s 
and ignore■ the fac:t that 600,000 nationalists_.. forcibly coerced into tho 
6 county state. Where is the principle of damocratic consent for northern 
nationalists? 

The argument that the consent of a national minority, elevated int o a majority 
within an undem0cratic artificially created state, i• naceaaary before arry 
constitutional change can occur is a nonsense, It ignore■ the fact that the 
present constitutional arrangemant■, bued on partition, have lead to deoade11 
of bloody war and that all attempt■ to find a solution within 1:heH eonU.nn 
have failed. It ignores the reality in British and international lav that the 
British go�, if it vi11has, can legi:llate itHlf out of Ireland. 

BJU'TISll RESPCNSXB!I.ITl" 

The exerciae of tlle riqht to Irish n ational self-determination requirN a 
change in current British gcwernmant policy and the relllO'Va1 of the veto. 

Within the context of 11och a policy change Sinn Fein believe• that agr■-t 
betwen people of the nationalist and unionist traclitions becoczio11, for the 
first t.il!ie, an achievable objective. 

1 We belia98 that coru1ent can be obtained of the relevant. parties, and 
particularly the Lendon and Dublin governme..'lts, dltmonatrate 1:ha political vill 
to achiaw it. 1!oth qovernmanta "101.lld accept Irish national aelf-detenninat.ion 
a.I a policy objective within an acceptable time frama t.o achieve this. 

Tm: IlUSB PEAC! mlT!ATIVE 

Sinn Fein has at.tam;,ted to create a political debate around these core issue11 
and, L'l doing 10, to develop a peace process which could addreas the central 
ca\1118:t of conflict in Ireland. 

The publication of our dillcusllion documant, "A Senario for P-.ace•, in 1917, 
�lted the pwtl.ic launch of our peace strategy. 

This peace strategy rwaultlld fran an intensive analysis and review of the 
oonfllct and o,,erall political situation in Ireland. It was clear that the 
resolution of the contlict ._. dependent on the removal of the fundament&l 
caaaCIII of that oontliet and that peace would only rasult. frea a ne�iated 
sattl� "1hich dealt politically and effectively with the key asuH. Sinn 
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Fein concluded that the first step in this process was to ?Jt these key issues
at the centre of the political agenda. In "Pathway to Peace•, published in 
1988 and other areu of private dialogue -re element• of the developing peao.
strategy. 

While the British talks proc�ed � faltered, republicans UCJl,led that the 
whole approach of the British government was fundamentally fla-.::1 and that the
re1olution of the national question and the aecuring of the right of the Irish
people to national ■elf-determination waJI the most urgent issue facing u■ all.
Lasting peace could only be achieved by the creation of a national d""'°"racy 
which could acc0111n0date the diver■ity of the Irish people. This could not be 
achieved by partitionist arrangement■ which perpetuated division and conflict. 

P.0?

The docUIQllnt. "1'0wa.rds a Lastinq Peace•, adopted by SiM Fein at the 1992 Ard 
Fhei■, significantly refined Sllin P'l!:in's analysi■ of the conflict and the maana 
by which it could be resolved, 

It acll:nowledges in ita opening paragraph that the "heartfelt Mpiration of most
people in Ireland is for peace,., A peace process, if it is to be bath 
meaningful and enduring, 111ust addreH the root cau■es of the conflict. For our
part, we believe that a genuine and sustainable peace prooe■■ must be set in 
the context of democracy a.nd self-determination.· 

As w increasingly addresied thb area of political actrivity, the SiM P'Ein
peace strategy l:lec- our c�ntral func:tion as a political party. 

Member• of our national leader■hip -re given specific responsiblities to
engage with as71111ny organisations, groupa and individuals as posaibla, 
including our political opponents and enemies at both public and private 
level,, to encourage-the development of an overal peace proces•. The prolonged
contact between Sinn Fein and the British government, which bagan in late 1990, 
was one elalllellt of this. It allowed u• to test the Britiah government's 
attitude towa:rda a real peace prooeH in Ireland. 

My talk, vith SDLP loader John HU!De wae another and, as it tranapired, the
most significant •l� in thia initiative. In our joint statement of 10 
April, 1993, 'W9 outlined our attitude on the key issue of national 
Hlf-determination when - aaidr 

•w. accept that the lri•h people as a whole have a right to national
self-deterlldnation, Thi• i• a view shared by a majority of the people of 

this island, though not by all ita people. 

•The exercise of self-determination is a matter for agreement between
the people of Ireland. It is the search for that agreement and the mean•

of achieving it on '<lh.ich - will be concentrating. 

"We are mindful that not all the people of Ireland share that view or
agree on how to give maaningful expre99ion to it, Indeed - do not 

disguiae the different view!I held by our awn parties. 

"As leaders of our respective pe.ties,..,. have told each other that..,,.
see the task of reaching agreement on a peaceful and democratic accord 

for all on thia island as our primary challenge. 

·we t:,c,th recoqnise that such a nvw agreement ia only achievable and
via.ble if it can ea.n and enjoy the allegiance of the different 

traditions on this island, by acconvnodating diversity and providing for 
national reconciliation.• 

By Septembor 1993, w had reached agrffm8nt on a set of propoaals which,..,,. 
believe, could form the buis of a viable paaoe proceu. Th.is was dependant on
the odoption of the propoeals by the London and Dublin governments. Both 
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gov�nts Wllr8 fully informad of theae matters at every stage in our 
diacu,sion,. 

Th• proposal• were ba5ed on a number of basic principles, 

• That the Iri..!lh people as a whole have the right to national aelf­
det�.rinination

• That an il\ternal settlement is  not a aolution

• That the unionists cannot have a veto over British policy

• Th11t the conaent and allegiance of unionists, expressed through an
aCCCl!r.lOdation vith the rest of the Irish people, are essential ingredients
if a 1 .. ting peace is to be eatabliahed.

• 1',11t the Britiah govarnmant muat join the persuadera,

• That the London and OUblin govern:nents have the major reaponsibility to 
secure political progrea,.

• A p=•• to realiae these principles was agreed., containing the political
dynamic which could create the conditions for a lasting peace and a total

del!l.illtariaation of the situation.

THE l:OINING sm!ET D!CLARATICN 

The Downing Streat Oealaraticn is a response to all o! this. 

0 .08 

Republicans have to make fundamental asaeaainenta. Does the Downing Street 
O..Claration repreaent a first step for the British gove:rn1Mnt in the dixec:tion 
of a luting peace? Or ia it merely a political response by a British 
governmoint under pr•••ur• !ran the Irish Peace Initiative, aimed at avoiding a 
political confrontation with the Dublin government, at fragmenting nationalist 
conaenau, and bringing political preaau.re to bear on SiM Fein ao as to damage 
us? 

And even if our asaeaimwnt is that it doea not represent a first step for the 
British government Irish Republicans ahould not all0'<1 this to unduly influence 
our coMl.derations on taking risk5. 

The consideration of any option available to us must be in the context of Sinn 
Fein'a peaee objectives and the strategy for their achiev-nt. 

That is, l. To eradicate the cauae• of conflict in Ireland,
2. To bring about the exeroiae of the right to nationa.l self­

detem.ination of the Iriah people •• a whole.
3. To establish a peace proc:Ha to bring thi• &bout.

The iaaue of aelf-detennination is central to the resolution of the conflict. 
That fact hu now baen identified and it is fiifflly on the political agenda. 

l)Qmocraay damands that Britain recognises the right o! the Irish people to 
determine our future in our own intereata and on our own terms. 

Any new agre-nt muat re,pec:t the diversity of our different tradition■ and 
earn their allegiance. Preaent policies and political atriJotures have 
prevented thia £ran happening. Partition ha• deepened the divisions. 

The Joi.M Declaration ia daaoribad by its authors as 'the first step' towards 
a peace ..ttl�. Sinn Fein ia coamdtted to such a settlemnt and I am 
concerned, I 11111 indeed anxious to be perauadad that the Cowninq Street 
Declaration can provide the basis !or thia. And -n if thil ia not the cue, 
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H thore is a gap l::ill!t-n what ill required and what ii on offer then ..,.. should
all move to bridge that gap. 

CLARU'YING THE PROPOiED PEA.Cl! PROCESS 

Sinn Fein and the nationalist comnunity at a wider level, are examining the 
Downing Street ooclaration in the context of the overall search for a real and 
luting peace. Thi• is the criteria within which the Declaration will be 
judged� whethor it seeka to advance the peace proc••• in a real way or is a 
co■-tic response to the Irish peace initiative. 

The real..lty is that the OO'wning Street Oeelaration waa formulated well into 
the present peace initiative. Ono thing at loaat ia clear fran this. This 

\ \ peace initiative did not COlll9 from the Briti■h government. They -re quite 
prepared to Bit on their hands. In fact, their reaponH to develop:nents in all 
upect:s of the peace proce,s!l"'9.S to und<!rmine 1110vea toward■ a peaceful 
settlement. 

The prea.nt 11'101D8ntum for p,!!&ce results £rem the Irish peace initiative. 

There is, therefore, an u.�derat11t1d�le degree of suspicion and skepticism among 
Irish nationalists and republican■ regarding the real tDOtive• and intentions 
of the Britiah government. If it genuinely wi■he■ to move forward, the tirat 
atop for.the British government must be an acceptance of ita obligation to 
provide clarification on the Downing Street Declaration. It hu already dona 
so for other political pl!,rties, Its refusal to provide clarification for Sinn 
P'ein mwrt. a matter of deep concern for everyone intere■ted in peace. 

In contra•t-;"the attitude of the Dublin Governemnt hu been more constructive. 
It is clear that....:Or the first timll a Dublin govertll118nt is making a serious 
attempt to addr••• tha issue ot peace and a political ■ettl-nt in the north 
of Ireland. Thi■ i■ a develoiffient 'Which I -lcorne and which I hope will be 
built upon. The firat tentative steps in what may be a difficult, and at 
times, fru■trating tuk h.iva been ta.ken. The Taoiaeaeh, Albert �ynolds, hu 
already taken ateps to clarify hia pc■ition in relation to the■- key issue■, I 
em hopeful that this will aaaillt ua in UN■aing the Oeolaration and h01ot it can 
contribute to an overall peace proeeaa. 

/ 

In this context, I wish to ca!IQend Albert Reynolds. Be ha■ taken a po!litive 
and c0111110n !uma• attitude to the naed to provide clarification. A letter fran 
Mr. R.eynolda awaits me on my return to Ireland and I hope it contains Du.blin's 
view of the core iaaue■, 1111d of h<lW the peace proce■- oan be advanced in a real 
and maaningful way, 

Our inability to cane to a definitive attitude, h�ver, i• tied totally to the 
Bl:'itiah refusal to provide claritic:ation. In other words, the sooner they 
provide thb clarification the sooner we can move for,,a.rd. I hope that tl'ley 
will follov the lead given by Mr. Reynolds. 

Th• only logical reason for the Britiah refusing clarification can be that 
they are working to their own political agenda. 

Since the signing of the Declaration, there have also been contradictory 
cC111111tntari-■ fran the British and Irish go-nrnments as to ita meaning and 
aignificanee. Clarifying tha Declaration in the British Hou■• of Cam,on■ for 
Ulater 1Jnioni1t party leader, Jim MolyneaWI, the British Prillte Minister, John 
Major saJ.d that the Declaration 1Mant1 

,. No - to the value of achieving a united Ireland. 
• No - to a united Ireland.
• No - to Britain joining the per•uadera.
• No - to any tiinetable for a united Ireland
• No - to joint authority
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.. No - to ariy change in the unionist veto 
• No - to a Dublin say in the affairs of th• north.

1212 '380 9475 

- a view which is at odds with the Irish governmenta understanding of the
Joint Declaration. 

There an three iasues that need to ba clarified. There are upeeta of the
Declaration itself. There are the statements made my the authors of the 
Declaration - Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Major - which contradlc:t one another. Then
there ii the whole is1ua of processes, measures and atep■ envisaged. 

In its first paragraph the declaration is described as the governments' "first
ste�•. What then i, the second step? or the third? What proce■■es are 
env1sioned -- what meuure■ are these to 1n0ve the ■ituation forward? 

These are reasonable questions fr0111 a pa.rty with an electoral 111andate. 
Clarifications have been given to other parties, Why not SiJ\n Fein? And of
course is all of this 1'/hat kind of signal are the British seeking to send by
their 1tallin9 and delaying tac:tics? 

There is little evidence that they are "'illng to join the persuaders. A.re 
they? The Dublin government raises the i11ue of political prisoners and says
there ■hould be an amnesty u put of a aettlement. Downing Street uys no. 

Downing Street also dismiuu Albert Reynolds• ■uggastion about demilitariaing
the situation. 

What...,. have at the mcrn11nt is a free-standing Joint Statement. Where does it
lead to? We are told that the British government is going to facilitate and 
encourage. What progr- do they envisage? And no matter a.bout the validity 

11 
of anyone elae • s interpreation of the Downing street 08crlaration, the British 
government viaw of th••• matters is the crucial one. 

Deapite thb, the potential for peace in Ireland has never been more 
realisable, If the British believe they have the basis of a settlement they
must tell us What it is. I have already ■aid that if there is a gap be�n
what i• on offer and 1'/hat is required to move ua out of conflict, then 
everyone involved hu a responsibility to txy to bddqe that gap. This 
requirea oourac;a, imaqinlltion and flexibility. I have stated 'lfl'f willingnen to
uaiat in thi• prooe••• 

SiM Fein has also initated a series of peace forums in Ireland, which are open
to everyone. We are actively engaging in our open and denocratio .... y 1,-ith 
oitizzena who •,,:ish to engage us on how peace can be established. It i• our 
intentiai to publiciae the oral and written ■umiHions received by us. �•
have no hidden agenda. Peace naeda people to build and 1u1tain it an.be! our
oonault«tin proceH i■ a way for securing this dlreect. involv-nt. 

THZ UNITED STATES DIMENSIClf 

It is oleu that international interest and concern can allo play an ilt?Ortant
and constructive pllrt in the development of a viable peaoe proceee. The.re h�• 
been a oonliatent need for the international comnunity to exercise its good 
will and influence to assist in the resolution of conflict 1o10rldwide. This i1
9eneraJ.ly recognised and is at tilnes acted upon. It haa not, however, been a 
factor in the Anglo/Irish oonili�. This situation needs to be rectified. 

There is widespread interest in, and concern llbout, Ireland "'ithin North 
American publi0 opinion, This stenw f:taQ the histori0al links bet-n the two 
OOW'ltriH and the large Irieh Americlln CO!IIINnity in the us. The potential has,
therefore, al"'4ys existed tor the US to play a part in the conetruotion of an 
effacrtive reapon■a to human right• abusea and this has been done, particularly,
in the M.iarida Ollllpaiqn for Fair Employment, It is only proper that this 
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4' pot:tntiaJ. is realised in the wider search for a luting settlement and I would 
��al to all those in civic:, political and industrial leadership in the USA to 
�ly their energy in this direction. 

Pt'ogreHi'N opinion in the USA can usist in the developnent of a peace 
process in Ireland. There ban urgent need to b:c-eak the current deadlock and 
to IIIOVe the situation on towarca a negotiated settl-nt and a luting peace. 
The US gowrnment can play a significant and poeitive role in encouraging the 
peace proee•• by helping to create a cUJnate whioh moves the situation on. It 
can do this by facilitating the froe exc:hange of information, and in thi• 
context I c:am,end President Clinton for the waiver on visa denial \olhich allows 
zne to address you directly here today. Th• US government can assiet at a wider 
leV9l by actively seeking to encourage dialogue and agr-nt. 

Sinn Fein hu played a central and pivotal role in moving the eituation from 
an apparently intra<:table conflict to one \olhere there is now a fc:,eus on 
retolving the issues involved and building a luting peace, I -lc:ome the 
sublrtantial and si9?Uficant 11upport which ha. been generated on thHe matters 
in the past several weeks in the USA. This is a concrete contribution to the 
aaarch for peace fraG concerned individuals and organisations here. 

It is olear that th• British government have used all their influence, as in 
the past, to impede any progress on this or in any other matter which could 
influence or inform perceptions a.bout the current situation in Ireland and t.he 
British �ta responsibility for the present intolerable stand-oft. 

Notwithstanding this, let ma reaffi.t'ln rrry coamitment to 1110V@ this situation on. 
The prize of peaQIII for the Irish people, and the British people, is too 
illlportant and the opportunity for peace c&Mot be sq1,1andered. Sinn Fein wUl 
sNlt, therefore, to overc:aM any obsta<:le■ and to be resourceful and 
imaginative in how - encourage and develop the peaoe prcceH. We will 
continue to �•■-ahead with our peace strategy in our search for a negotiated 
e.t:tlement and-for a luting peaca in our country. 

It i11 our intent.ion to see the gun ramoved permenantly form Iri■h politics. 

This eonfl!!rence haa made a unique and valuable contribution to this p:c-oeeu. 

TIJTl"L P. ll 
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