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1 April, 1994. 

An Taoiseach, 
Mr. Albert Reynolds, T.D., 
Government Buildings, 
!ilerrion Street, 
Dublin, 2. 

Dear 'l'aoiseach, 

PAGE.003 

DAIL �IREANN 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH, i. 
!Dublin. 21. 

We are today issuing the enolosed joint statement. We are 
anxious to meet with yourself and the T�ste to-discuss what 
practical steps we can colleotively take to lllake.· political 
progress in regard to Northern Ireland. 

Yours sincerely, 

JOHN 
Lead 

itt::1t� 
MARY BARNEY, T.D., 
Leader, Progressive Democrats

t:::, � � Q ' P��E Rossi,£, Leader, Democratic Left
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DAIL £1REANN 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH, 2. 
!Dublin. 21. 

JOINT STATEMENT BY JOHN BRUTON 1'l>, LEADER OF FXRE GABL, KARY
HARNEY TD, LEADER OF THE PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS ARD PROIRSIAS DE
ROSSA TD, LEADER OF DEMOCRATIC LEFT 

1st April 1994 4pm 

We have come together this Easter, a• leaders of the three
Opposi.tion Parties in Dail Eireann, to call on the IRA to
permanently end its campaign of violence, once and for all. 
A three day suspension of its campaign is not an appropriate
response to the overwhelming desire of· Irish pe��le for peace. 

We are weJ.l aware that 78 years after the 1916 Ri11Jir,.g, P:a��,,:-: i ..
still a time of special significance for iaany in the republican 
movement. We believe, however, that the beet oOlilllltUDOration of 
Easter 1916 that the IRA could observe is to �eed-tho words of 
Padraig Pearse to his supporters when; to av.oid inflicti11g
further suffering on them, he said: "Lay down your-aX'lll.8 lest you
bring too much suffering on your c,wn people". 

Over 3,200 people have died in the current conflict in Northern 
Ireland. over the last twenty five years Irish -n, W01119D and 
children have seen loved ones taken fr0111 them by those clabling 
to adhere to the doctrines of Padraig Pearse. ll'e call. OD the• now
to emulate Pearse's most difficult political decision, to lay
down their arms to spare their own people further grief and
suffering. 

As leaders of Parties which support the Downing Street 
Declaration we are deeply concerned that the ■oaentWll for peace 
has slewed significant·ly in recent weeks. lfa believe that a
radical departure is now needed from parties on t:liis side of the
border to restore momentum to the process that the Declaration 
began and to bring constitutional parties to centre stage. 

lfe are proposing to the Taoiseach and Tanaista that they sit down 
with us, as Party Leaders with a co.u.boent to peace, to hold 
discussions about what practical steps wa can collectively take 
to make progress by constitutional action. This ·would help

©TS(I-PPJei:JrJ:'tQ!Rt/-v�ing pessimism about the present "})eac• process"

' ��-�����!1.:'\�:.:•�;�,:1;� 'k°n t.;l�o�\i��ians, not -n
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'll'e hope t:hat: diacuaaiona het:-en part:r leaders, f'roa botb 
Government and opposition aid•• aoutb of' the border, will 
demonstrate in tangible foina our own d••p c�taent to peace and 
will pave tbe way for tbe wider rorua for Peace and 
Reconciliation proposed by the Gove&"A!Nnt involving 
constitutional parties on bot:b aides of the border. 

'H'e have today written to the Taoiseach and Tauaiste conveying the 
proposal contained in this at:at-nt. 
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