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] A Chairde, !} want to extend our sotidarily to

families of att the men and women who we gathar
honour here Loday. wWe wzalule aevery  genaration
r

perlod tittsel! and before and Lhrough

I
. lristh patriots ang freedom fighters {rom tLhe
i since then.

we remember also all the .

heroitnes who contlnue to struggie Ltn the cause

frish freedom, ‘We think egspecially of the priconers
and theler fTamilies, of all our supporiers and {riends
who bhave kepl the fatth tn Lhis Ltong historic

of to British in : v

We gather also to recommit ourselves Lo the soclat
and aeconomlc intent of the 1916 Proclamation and x
the Democratic Progr-ahxmm of. iLne 1st. Dail.

I Repubtltican Ptot here in Militown Cemelery &and
. County Antrim Memoria&l are sacred spols for E#c.‘l.*fa\sll
republicans. =

Otder generations will recall Rocky Buras or Soar

McCaughey and Jimmy Steelo.
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Our generaltion bhave a particular aftfinity wilh
this Plol, and Bellast repoblicans have veiseloed her e
many times in Lthe tast 2% years. Yo we exlend » vary
special sotidaritly to the tamilies of L(he men andg
women buried here, (o the volunteecrs and tLho Sihnn
Feln actlvists who have Jatlen in thls period ot
sl.ruggte.

] would also like to draw attention to Lhe wark of
the National Graves Associatlion, Lto commend helr
efforts, end to appect! to you all to support Lhe work

whlch they do.

our wvision is for an

Irilsh Repubtlic bhesed on the 19216 Proclamation, Nnon-—

sexist, tndependent, free aeand united. Nt he amhéairn
saor ach gaelach comh maith, ni he ambhain gaetach
ach saor comb mailh. We make no apologlies {for our
polltics or for our vislon of the TfTuture. No more

than Pearse did, or Connolly or Maire Drumm or EobLby

Sandg or Magiread Farrcaetl,

Twenty five years ago the nationatists of the
North were an Lmpotent, and '
epathetic section of Lhe Irish people, tocked against
our wtlilt, wlthout our congsent, Anto this vLcidus
sectarlan apartheid state.
as ‘much as the bigotry of unionlem, was responuibtle
tor this, and succexsive Dublin governmenls altlowed
thits unjust situalion Lo continue. Thare is no
avoiding this fTact thal it was (he policies, or lack

of bLoth governments, which contriluted

lLeving.
iL certainty wlll. has Leen due Lo our effoerte and Lo

the etforts o7 others who have commitied themselves
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to bringing aboutl e tlasting peuce with justice for

atl our peopte of thisc island.

It is this committment which g mevad the
sttuation on over the last 7% yaers and especially in
the tast [t was during this period that
Lthe contradictions in British strateéy came aharply
tnto focus and when Lhe failures of British stretegy
appeared to be recognised al least by some clements
of the British establizhment. So tt wag in December
Last year that the Leaders of Lhese two goveraments
were moved Lo address republicans direclly through

the Downing Street Declaration.

This eftort {to address us (s & fundamental shift

trn policy. Like alLl other initiatlves (t marks tLhe

fatlure of every other slrategy. It Ls also a dlrect
response to the developing, and increaslngty
effectlve, peace strategy which Sinn Fein publicty

Ltaunched almostl seven yesrs ago and which we are
totally committed to bringing to a postitive

conclusion.

Sinn Feln's peace strategy is now the central
pltank of party bolicy. Promol.ing our peace strategy
has involved us n discussions with a wide range of
political and religious opinion. The inler—-party
talks with the SOLP in 1988  were part of Uhat, as
were discustions bLetwoen myself and SDULP party leader
John  Hume, with  the

governmont.

ALt of. -these initiatives of the
strength of our struggle, the resilonce of our

support &and tne. durabiiiity and craedititity of our

enatysis. -



@3-RPR-1994 19:40 CSSR DUBLIN 353 1 4922654 P.04

. 3 8232 231723

S.F.PRESS CENTRE F.Ra
Some of them occured atso w2 Look t he
inttiative andag we had Lthe conilidence (o

engage our opponents Ln a meaningtul way

Therefeore, as wo gather here &t taster 1994, L is
with a sense eof confidence «n the selrength ©¢ our
struggle. of period of tnigh risk
for us bul risk taking is not a new experlence for
republicans. this ts a new phase of struggle. It e

a new area of strugyle {or us.

We have succeeded (n puttlng & new unprecoedented
focus on the Anglosirish conflict and on the corc
Lssues involvod. Atl ot this has had a major offect
internationaliy and (t has operned up a new polential
particularly in the USA. Pecace (n lrelaend ig now on
everyone's political agenda despite the best eftorts
of some elements to go back to tLhe old

So there has been a major shlft forward (n the
struggle for freedom since Llast was al
this time lasl year thal newse aboutl ny talks witlh
John Hume firet emerged. Since then, revelatlion has
fotllowed revelation aend I'm sure L(hat many of fgu
here today have been surprised at the 1twlets and
turns of the sttuation. You should not bo. our
struggte hes ealways had the cepacily to act as a
catalyst for change in this country, . Thie
because of your. resilence and ‘tecause of your

committment.

-/ 1he Unionists

‘We In Sinn fein have & duty Lo develep our
contacts with -the Unionist community. We musl
recognise, be sympathelic and sensitllive to what

Unlonists are being asked to consider and commut

F themsotives Lo (f u peacw dialogue is Lo devectlop. we

©TSCH/2021/96/32 S e
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have statoed, Lthat
Live in peace and witlhout coercion wilh our unionist

(his mush be on & basis 0f equatlity.

1 am catling on nationatists and repubiicans to be
aware of what (L means Lo be a8 Untonist as thig
century draws to &a c«lose. 1 ask tLhe Unionists and
the British Government Lo make an equal efforti to
recognise the vatidity o1 the nationalisl experience

in {retend,

I do not seek 1o minitmise the depth of Unionist
but, ang | would be dishonesi notl Lo say it,
Untonists must recognise Lhat there 1s no golthg back
to the falleo policies of the past. It ts time to

Look forward nol bacik

The Brttish may not yetL be pltanning Lo Lleave lreland.
L But they will. They have been moved considerably and
the core issues o1 their lnvolvement in Irtseh affairs
are being exposed. | am fTirmity convinced tLhat theoy
can bde .persuaded Lo end the Union and to do s0 tn &
manner which will permit all of the pcople of I[raland
to come to agreement on & new and ;Leble soclety on
this tetand. So if are addressed
propgrly (and nct- Britiseh have
shifted, at the very Least in the rhetoric of their

posil ton) then substaniial progresse i& poasible.

Thits Ls why republicans need nol be in a defensive

mind-set. - ve - must have confidence in our own

abliity, (n the strenglh of our argument and in Lhe
1

potitical {to promotlea our
and to in lhe :

programme {o move us atl outl of conflict,

©TSCH/2021/96/32




i P3-APR-1994 19:41%

CSSR DUBLIN
3 353 1 4922654  P.06
®
This 1RA inittiattve annount ed
wednexsday welcomed LY
British government had created a
1t had erectod &
roadbiock around the issuve of ctarification. The I1RA

announcement shows & witllngnese andc frexluttity by

the IRA leagership. 11t creates the opportunity for
sinn Feln and the London government to remove Llhe
clarification block so that the peace processt
can move 1re slgnificance of the IRA

inltiative ties in the potential Lt creates. Thie

ghoutd not be undervalued or under estimated.

There s no logic in the 8ritish government's
assertion that L L= interested in peace tn Jlretland

untess it provides evidence of Lthis concern.

How does Lt expect to make peace tf it seeks Lo

marginalise the people who vote for SLnn Feint? It
hes admitted that Lhe IRA be
mititartly defcated. How does ttL hope Lo end the war
Lf tt refuses to puild & peace process’? e ‘,L_t

ser ious? Mr HMajor cannot argue that there te @ bas.le
. '
for peace unless he cusn produce anyg explain what L1t

Ls.

The Dubtin government has bLeen concerned to do
this. . has not.
governmer\t. E
Army, Loyalist and IRA activitly continued. So what
the l.oglc-‘ in holding up the peace pProcess nowT?.
does’ the London,’governmcnt aim Lo move forward i1 it
does nol deal ';'hrect.ly with represantatives of
party? Sinn Fui‘r.\ haus an alectocral mandate.

not be Ltrealtcd &as scconyg c¢lLass citizens.

wilt not be treated as 8 socond c¢La8ss party:
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The rights o4 Lhose who

defended by us,

suppor v, wilt

No amount of exclusion orders, .

censorship or coercion witl change Lhis.

been shot, bombed, tmprisoned andy demoni veag. Througygh

L atl we have relained our sense of dignity and a
wiliingness to move forward,

We are¢ not concerned to force a publ ic
by John Major.

cltimb down
wWe witl be tiexibie.
accept  anything less atter

L

25 years of
retentless struggle, tnarn

Lo be treated like alt
Mmore or No lews.,

the right of our supporters

othor citizens. We asiz for no

The Downtirng Street Declaration
process. It aleso marks the beginning of

what has tecome a stalematle. Sinn fein wants LO move

out of this statemate and

out of 1h(s very critical
phace. il [l

i why ctarification is ecequired.

Negotiation further stage in Lhe process,

and atl the other parties
Feln Lo negotlate a peace se

for London and Dubil in

tnctuding Sinn ttlement.. .

So. we have questions to ask of

London and We
require diraect dialogue,

not protracted deliberations
or negotiations «o that answers can be provided to us
as lhey have been Lo other parties.

reqQuire cltaritication are

matters of text in what e ambigtous
declarat jon. <

= dirferences in intepretation and commentary of the
declaratton : .

W ge jare feing LOld g Britale [ae no Longer

that thoe only

©TSCH/2021/96/32
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probtem today ie  Lhe tegacy of Lhe  past . t he
divisions among the people in jreland - then (L i

obvious that his division can only uLe healed by

agreemoent.,

democrats to seek from Lhe British government, (given
not onty (Lls responsibility {or that Llegacy &and its
authortty in the present «ituation) that it shoulo
commit atll its resources to heal Lhal divieion end (o

promote agreement among our people?

Je it unreasonablie to ask the British government
what process, time-{rame and frame-work il proposes
for reachlng such agreemenl”sy Is (L unreasonsbte Lo

seek to establish Britain's tong Lerm Lntent ion

Our request {for ctarification is to altiow us to
properly oexplore what contribution the declaration

can maeke to the overatll pea&ace process.

Furthermore, dtatogue would : &
genuline interest on the part ot British
government in devetoping a real pea&ace process through
the recognition of Sinn ftein's righte as a political
party, the validily of our mandate and the democrattc

lntegrity of our clecloeratfc.

The Dublin government bhas been concaerned to give
detaited ctarification on its attituvde in Lthese
mattere but both.gcvernmantu need to do this bocause
while Sinn Fein, remains commttted 1o building & resat

. I
canhol do so wlthout the cooperation of the British

government.

the IRA suspension ot opeaerations creates Lhe upace

to permit that government Lo move {orward. None ot

©TSCH/2021/96/32
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A <complex lock behind which s Lhe praecious

Repubtlitcans are onty too well awarce that 'peace
comes dropping stowly’'. We know that no singte party
Lto the conflictl can on its own open Lthe lock (o peace
bul together we can. lTogether wae must {itnd the koay
which wiltt maintain momentlum; provides evidence of
intent and doevelops Republicans witl kKeep
trytng; we will keep turning each stone. Others must

do likewlse. A lasting peace demands it.

It wilt not be achieved by rhetoric or by wisnhful
Lthinking. We (n Sinn Fetn know what Llu reqQquired, and
we are flrmly coumittced to c¢reating a genuine and

lasting peace, founded on democralic principtes.

As I heve sald before, | will not mistead the I[IRA.
Nelther witl I L{he 1RA, The
causes of war anc confltct must be addressed in an
effeclive manner if a real a gsustainatble
peace, a ilasting peace ix to bhe secured. That is the
chaltenge’  whicnh f{aces the Irish end the Britigh
paeople today. Every British mititar#,
potitical or economic to defeat the Jrish freedom

slruggle has Tailed.

That struggle strong vibrant and
conflident. Some ant i~repbuttcans seek ar IRA
surrender , and lLeaders of the oppositlion in Leinste?
House bhad- lhe éudacity Lo quote the words of Padraig
Pearse against Stnn Fein un a Liltle propaganda plovi
John Bruton, Mary. Harncey andIDe Rosse have naevoer uau%
{or the peace pProcess. lhey know Lthat the conf(ic!

cannot ‘be ended Ly an IRA surrender. They atso kno?

¢

©TSCH/2021/96/32
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tthat there that Lhe 1KRA is going l?
in 1916, 'lhu"g
did not Wbriny peaca. The conflict lLoday provide?:
empie tragic evlidence of So posce nust bf-
parmanent. dethtLarLﬁatiob
and an end to aill ermed oactions by ull the forceg
lnvolved, British, Lloyalist and republican, None o_'T
tegislate 1or the attitude of futuré
generations. Padraig Pearse recognised this when ho
totd hie court martiel: !

"1f you strike us down now,

renew the f’lﬁht. You cannol conquer Jrefand. Yo;il
cannot extinguish the Irish passion for f{reedom 8
our deed has not been sufficlient to win {reedom f,he:n

our chitdren wifll win it by & better deed.

e e ae

§ {
we want to remove thel burden Yrom our children, We
are golng Lo ensure thet Lhey LlLive in a peacef\él

Iretand, So we must conslruct a peace esecttlement

whlch removes all causes of conflict. Repubti.cef{e
want peace. Wwe have s peace strategy, nhol bdecause i
are weak but because we are’ stro,ng( and confldent i

oursalves and our abitities. We, who have faced dowh
f'ar supearior 1orces for 2S5 years and are stitt I\eré,
know that we arc¢ beyond Lhe consideration of de.fea..
wWe can be sure that out there amongstl our people arL
other Bobby Sanc?s. Ethel Lynch's and Mairead Farrel.l.is'.

Wwho Wi'll ‘retuse Lo be brokem no matter .what the cost.l

N

alsg know that the resolution of Lhi

must °~ bLe worked for through dtatogu

‘..Q..-

consultation, ctarification and negofiation.

The Irish peace initiative has brought us altl o

cross—-roads in our hictory. we have mapped out

- Jiy =

"SCH/2021/96/32
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Patlhway (¢ Peace and we wi: not, Le Slatracteod ?r
pPul of1 ¢, We know Lhe route to Prace and we vilt

¢
not Le prevented 1eogm fol(owing L4 by those who hnya
& self~interesl in MBI 3aning the, di vilationsd whiét
BUsteln this conflicy, {

Clrcumstance alone forced the repubtlican sSurrender

¥

of 1916. aut this Yiao not lead Lo the resotut iorn, 2
the potitical Protilems. That conflict broke out. ngcln

within .o Years and has continuedg Lntermil.tenléy

We want to s€e conflict r lretang ended forcvef,
Among other Fequirements (nat PRANE NO armed ections
by any irien Person and {he absence of Britiacn &rmad

forces.

= faL R

3

€

It means (he end of {he loyalist death squaé.
Slonce 19gg, vhén the Sgoutn African weapons werle !
brought tnto Iretand by Brian Ne l®on, with thfef
knowleogge ang 8pProval of gritish Inteltligenca, zobﬁ
POOCplte have been kitleg by loyaiist death sqQquadg, 17 :
of these were seclarian klllings. This atse must b;g'

g

DN

Peace must ve butt( |n o agreed jrecany, | am
conflident (hat this of republticans will
€€ tLhe vision of the 191g Proclamation become @
reality. It witt not pe CEBY bul our struggle li:_:
strong, confidont. ang Witl continue for ax long as ii,‘!

to. €ome  through (e years of
villificat i on marginaiisation, We aro novcvg
:

{s Lthe ‘clear message 1hie Eastar Sunday tvq%

atl our conrades. in struggie ang to ovr oppornar!tﬁi’J

There are o .backwardg NO  sltending mn*

there (g only gne way =
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