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JOHN HUMPHRYS

. The time is ten past eright. Roth the British and the Irish Gover imaent now ogree
that there is one overriding obstacle standing in the way of 3 pe aceful settlement
in Northern Ireland, the great cashes of arms and explosives hild by terrorist on
bothsides. The Irish Prime Minister Aibert Reynoids said last nigl ¢ that there could
be no successful conclusion to the peace process before that h »d been resolved.
He also said Sinn Fein recognised ths fact, the Sinn Fain leader r‘arry Adams will
be making en Important speach tonight supposed to be an  important
announcement in that speech. On the line now is the chairmen of Sinn Fein in
Northern {reland Mr Mitctietl McLaughlin, Good morning.

MITCHELL McLAUGHLIN
Good morning John.

JOHN HUMPHRYS
There can obviously be no point in holding ontc weapons given ;hat this peaca is
permanent.

MITCHELL McLAUGHLIN

Well | think the people would recegnise the dificrence betweer e cease fire and
a permanent peace, | think that we do have a considerable amat nt of work to do,
although | do believe a very significant beginning, has already o« curred and | look
forward to all of the parties invelved in this long running cor flict agreeing to
commit themselves to processing this matier to a successful cunclusion,

JOHN HUMPHRYS

You say pesople would recognise the differsnce between a |ease fire and 3
permanent peace. | was under the impression we were being le: d to believe that
what was happening in Northern Ireland now was irrevocab 3 that they had
permanenrtly ranounced vinlance.

MITCHELL McLAUGHMLIN

Well {et's hope that we have a permanent peace Jehn, what we t aven't got as yet
because we are not evenin tha recessary negotiations is agreeme ht on the politice
structures for the Islang of Ireland. Those very very crucial neg: tiations are now
passible bacause the British Government has moved to engage ir the process anc
| think that we are at a very significant moment in history.

JOHN HUMPHRYS

But you can't expect other parties to any negatiations to sit dov in at a table with
you an tha assumption that if things don't go the way that Sinn F gin, for instance,
wants the IRA might pick up the gun again.

MITCHELL McLAUGHLIN

Ch I think that that's a very legitimate concarn, | think its impcirtant always to
recogrise that what has happened is that they that those who we ta@ involved In the
war o to speak have agreed to step back, no one has been defe ated, no one has
bee¢n forced to surrender. The politiciene now have the oppo tunity, a uniquc
opportunity to come together and to agrea bstween them a set of democratic...



MiTCHELL MCLAUGHLIN {continued)
. ---structures that wauld make jt imposgsible for the Gun to co 18 back into righ
politics, that certainly has been Sinn Fein objective gl along,

JOHN HUMPHRYS

But when you yze language such as step back that is going tc fuel the fears of
lovalists in the morth isn't it? That if things don't g0 quite yeu way then they'|l
st8p forward again and YOU can't hold talks under this sort o threat can you?
That's what the |gst 25 Years has been all aboyt.

MITCHELL McLAUGHLIN '

No | think that in every other conflict situgtion there was in fact ; pause there was
8 2 an opportunity created by those who were directly iny olved jn fighting
agraeing to allow negotiations to ce9in. | think that the pred ict of successful
negotiations and hear | agrae tofally with Albers Reynolds. The product of
successful negotiatioas will be that al] those who are ir POssessic 1 of weapgors will
agree that they pe surrendered.

JOMN HUMPHAYS
But the whole point about what js happening now s that we've baan told that jt
is much more that just a pause 1o use your words.

MITCHELL MCLAUGHLIN

I am describing the circUmstances and the opoortunity and how that opportunity
Wwas created and I'm trying to do in a redlistic a faghign as possib 3, for example to
ingist that as 3 precondition to ejther side of to any sice that the/ must surrender
their weapons before people will talk to them does in fagt itvite (his very fragile
Consensus on the mcment thet presents jtself to collagse. Sc | think that tne
Fecple shculd engage and that they shoulg engage with a view to Consolidate with
the OpPortunity,

JOHN HUMPHRYS
So no weapons will be handed over at least before talks will be 3in?

MITCHELL MCLAUGHLIN ,

My view and | think that | have an informed view over this matter, is that there is
A considerahie amaynt of distrust both in the British Governmen trock rooord in
Ireland and in the failure of constitutional politics over the last 70 years for it to be
realistic to expect that either the IRA or indsed the loyalists 1 jould hgnd over
Weapons hbaefore there js clear evidencae that those Politician: | have sariously
engaged and that thare |g a consolidated prospect for an agree hent on political
structures.

JOHN NUMPHRYS
Mitchalil Mclaughilin thank YOu very mueh,
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