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STATEMENT BY THE PRIMB MINISTER ON NORTHE� IRELAND ON 16 SEPTEMBER 

I have come to Northern Ireland today to talk directly to the people, 

More than two weeks have now passed without IRA violence. This is 

very good news. The longer it lasts, the more hopes will rise that 

we may have an unparalleled opportunity for progress. But I know 

also, in this fast moving situation, that many people in Northern 

Ireland still have suspicions and doubt�. �hey are worried and 

uncertain. Are the IRA sincere? What will the Government do? 

These are the questions in people's minds. It is for the IRA 

themselves to demonstrate that they are sincere. 

I want now to make the Government's position clear. 

Our first objective has always been to secure a permanent end to all 

paramilitary violence. By the Downing Street Declaration we 

created, with the Irish Government, the conditions to achieve that 

objective, and we welcome the cessation of PIRA violence which would 

not have occurred without it, 

This cessation of violence has not been bought. No price has been 

paid for it. The principle guiding us remains that of democratic 

consent. Our commitment to the constitutional guarantee remains 

absolute. There have been no secret deals made directly or 
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indirectly, no secret assurances given, no nods, no wink.S, no 

tricks with mirrors. And most importantly after 25 years of 

bloodshed and terror, we have not lowered our guard. 

P.03

The approach we have taken is scrupulou�ly fair to both sides of the 

colTlllunity in Northern Ireland; seeks to recognise their legitimate 

aspirations; and does not favour one side or the other. I dearly 

want to see peace firmly established on all sides. But I need to be 

certain of the commitment to it of the IRA and Sinn Fein. 

I am now going to build on the encouraging progress of the last two 

weeks and to chart the way forward, I have these points to make. 

First, we need to be able to assume sensibly that Sinn Fein and the 

IRA are now genuinely committed to end violence permanently. This 

is because neither we nor the main constitutional parties can sit 

down at the table with them to negotiate under even the possibility 

of a threat. 

Have the IRA now given up violence for good? Only they can know, of 

course, for it is their own true intentions that will decide the 

matter. With the responsibility that we as the Government carry for 

the well-being of all the people of Northern Ireland, we have only 

got their words and their actions to go on. So we have looked at 

these very carefully. 

.. ... : . .-0 
·•�. 
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They have made statements which point in the right direction. We 

need to know from their words and their actions that this is a firm 

and unequivocal decision. They are nearly there. I hope they will 

have the courage to remove ambiguities and make the clear statement 

everyone wishes to hear. 

We shall therefore 90 on scrutinising both words and actions until -

as we hope - we can se"'iisibly make the assumption that the IRA truly 

r 

intend to end violence for good. Within three peaceful months of 

that, we shall be able to take part with Sinn Fein in the 

exploratory dialogue to which we are conmitted. 

My second point concerns the outcome of the three-stranded political 

talks. 

The aim of these talks is to reach agreement on new political 

arrangements within Northern Ireland, and on the future 

relationships between the two parts of the island and between the 

United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland, 

It is vital that we should move forward with the widespread consent 

and confidence of the people of Northern Ireland, They, and the 

parties engaged in the talks, want to be sure that the outcome will 

not be imposed upon them without their democratic consent. There 

will be siren voices telling them they will be tricked. I want to 

tell them that they will not be tricked. 
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I intend to fulfil the commitment - made with tho agreement of the 

parties by Peter Brooke when he launched the talks in 1991 - to 

ensure that their outcome was acceptable to the people, 

So for the avoidance of any doubt, I want to make clear today that 

the Government will submit the final outcome of the three stranded 

process of talks to the electorate in Northern Ireland for approval 

in a referendum. That is to say, we shall consult the people of the 

Province on the full package of proposals as a whole, The details 

of such a referendum will rightly be for discussion with the parties. 

Let me say to all the people of Northern Ireland: the referendum 

means that it will be your choice whether to accept the outcome. My 

commitment means that no one can go behind Your backs. Not today. 

Not tomorrow. Not at any time. You can forget this talk of secret 

deals. It will be for you to decide. 

I have already said that I am still looking for a clearer indication 

that the IRA's violence is over for good. But it is not only their 

violence that has scarred the life of Northern Ireland. INLA and 

the Loyalist paramilitaries should also end their campaigns. There 

is no shred of justification for it. The Loyalists should rnake good 

their earlier statements that their violence would end when IRA 

violence was halted. They should now respond to the many appeals to 

them frorn political, church and community leaders. 
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This brings me to my third point. 

The broadcasting restrictions were brought in to stop supporters of 

terrorist organisations from using television and radio to justify 

violence. 

I believe the restrictions are no longer serving the purpose for 
) 

which they were intended. Ways have been found to circumvent them. ( 

But, most importantly, we are now in very different circumstances 

from those of 1988, when the restrictions came in. 

The Government has therefore decided that the broadcasting 

restrictions will now be lifted. The Secretary of State for 

National Heritage is takin9 the necessary steps to bring this into 

effect immediately. 

All paramilitaries, and those who speak on their behalf, now have an 

opportunity. The opportunity to tell us directly, not under the 

cover of an actor"s voice, that they are truly co111111itted to peaceful 

methods only, and to there being no resumption of violence in the 

future. 

Let them tell the people of the United Kingdom, loud and clear, face 

to face, that their co11111itment to end violence is genuine and

lasting. They should do this without delay ir they want to show 

that they are at laat ready to enter the democratic prooecc. 

TOTrL f'l,ClC 
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Questions And Anawera with Prip·Mim•j•r Major 
lfflC Radio Ulster, 16 Sept:gher HtH

PH Major: ! will take a very few questions and tben r 
suspeot b�h you and·l have oth� things to �o. 

Rc99Jter1 ••·••• the lifting of the reatrictiona, ie that 
effective i.mrnodiately? 

PM Maj0r1 It's effective os of this minute, 

Reporter: Are you: confident that what you have 11aid in tamei j ______ o_f_t_h_e_r_e_f_er_e_n_d_lllll_,.w•i•l•l••·ac-t11■a■l■l
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is ·emphatically not a. pol:i.tmlciec--i-111.on; re·-,nfe i;aiten on J,n,.. 
a.dvic� oft� Chief Constable and endorsed by the Secretary of 
State. 'l'lY.� is wlutt baa happened on this occasion. Aa for 
lif�'?CJ the broadoaating b=1 l eet· �t the reuons for th4t··--

.,,..--,---·- . 
.;:·< 
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bj :;:\li4ik the� wei;-e qti'ii!e clear, Next question. 

Reporter:: �rime Mi.�iater, you're basically then challenging 
Sinn Pei0- -to go on the airwaves. a.nd come out with eoma· .. • .. , 
eequence�of wordii-.then, Is that right? 

PM Major: I want them to make clear what'th�y have been 
intimating is the case, that they have ended violence for 
good, I wish them to do that. They can chooae their own 
words: I don't insist on using the words that I myself have 
W;Jed.in the pa■t, I just need to know from. Sinn Fein that t.!!-e 
ceasefire that has taken piace is going to continue, come what· 
ma.y, and that thei:-e will be no r•turn to violence. Sinn Fein 
can put it in any wo:r:d.e they like, provided it is unambiguous, 

Reporter: Prime Minister, are you concerned that no matter 
what you say to the lQyalists they simply will not believe 
you? 

PK Major; We�l, we'll have to wait and Gee, won't we? They 
nc:iw have a cast iron guarantee. Next question, 

Repqrler: Prime Minister, when will the framework document -
and you talk about puttin� it to a referendwa - when will that 
frll.lllework, that formula be ready? 

PM Ma.jar: Not the framework document - the framework document 
feeds into the political talks. Wfiat I propose to put to .a 
referendWII is the outcome of the political talks. There is 
$ome misunderstanding .uwut the framework dootllllent. Some 
people have portrayed the framework decument when ·it is 
concluded - and we will proceed with it as speedily as 
po1J11ible - they have portrayed it as though it were a.· 
blu"!'rlnt. :rt is elllphatkally not a. blueprint. When the 
framework document hae bt!ren produced it will be fed into the 
talks between the political pcu:tioa, The talke between the 
political parties will, I trust, reach a conclusion, When 
that outc.Qllle is clear, we will• i,ut the outcome of the talks to 
the peop!e--in a referendum, 

-·-----··
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Reporter:. 

.. • , .·,Yo1.u: t.ilnatAble?-' .'. 

3 

PM HAioz:: I can't •• h�ve a tilne:table, oan I? I can't be
certa'in how- long it will be befc;,re I am utisfied that· tha •• • •. • 
ending of 'Violenee·ts· perma.n;nt, I don't then know when I oan 
anter - when officials can enter - into prQliminary 
diBC\l88ionB al)out how to get -Sinn Feiri' into t.'!le political

talk.El. Even when wa enter into it, I don't know hgw long that 
will take. And even whan the enter into the political talks, 
I oan't be certain at this stage how long thosa political 
talks will take. So with the best will in the world I ean't-
put e. time f:i:Ute on it. - '"'•

Gem Reilly crrish �)l Will there be a parallel 
referend� eouth of the border when this final package is 
c.oncluded? 

PM Major: It's not a;m,.tte:r for ine, I'm reeponeible for 
north ot the bordert I've no knowledge whatsoever of what 
might happen. s�uth of the border. Th11 refe;r;endum that I am 
tilking ahout is a referendum of the people of Northern 
Ireland, north of the border. 

Reporter: Is tile Go\Ternment still looking for the IRA to 
surrender all weapons and exploaivas? 

PM Major: We've inade it olear we see no juatifioation for 
peopl.a to have weapons and c:iq,looi;es once it has been 
declued that the ceasefire is genuine. These are matters we 
will have to discuss in the tdks about talks when we a.re able 
to engage in them. 

Reporter: P;r;i.Jne Minister, coulci I just aek you Elir, ·1s fo;r; 
party political reasone, as some.people suspect, that you 
haven't embraced this cessation of so-called .military 
opsrations in totality? You aeem to be engaged in what one 
politician described as strip-tease acceptance of the 
ceasefire •... What is your problem in terms of elllhracing it in 
its tota.lity� 

··-- -- -
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uht::{or::· I've set it out'·�l'.uie and 
0

t.iJtie again: a.a 1100n 8.lil I'm 
clea.r"�that this i� a ceasefire that isn't temporary, th�n �e 
ca11 begin-- to . proceed_- l3ut notJ\inq that has been said yet 
states �nambiguously that in.no_cir,;,1.1111Stance11 whatsoever woul;.1;1-
vi�lence ·commence- again. N� I need to be certain· about that. 
At the moment, after 14 days of no ceasefire, great pr09ress 
has been ma.de towards actually aAying that; ��tit hae not yet 
been stated unambiguously, If that is the case, lot it be 
stated unambiguously. Go and ask Sinn Fein directly you.rsal£1 
are thare any ci=U!Rstances in which you would take up 
violence.again, or are there no circumstanc�s. Let them tell 
us: there are no circumstances. They can use their own words, • 
yes. 

Reporter: Albert Reynolds said ye&terday that the IRA 
ceasefire wae £or good, Are you therefore at odda with the 
Irish Pr� Niniete.r over this? 

E!I.._Mlrj_g;:1 We must both llmke our judgements. I'm responsible 
for Northern I�elan.d where people have had bloodGhed and 
murder for 25 years. People need tg be certain that this io 
for good, �ot that it's same temporary ceaeefire that can 
commence again, It isn't a practicable proposition for the 
oonetitutional parties and the Government to sit down and tclx 
to Sinn Fein until they are certain that if they diaa9ree Sinn 
Fein are not going to get up from the table and say: right, we 
haven't got our way, therefore we'll go back to violence. But 
onoa we knew from.their words and their actions, once we are 
satisfied that that is the c:iase, we can IIIOVe forward. 

Reporter: No danger of a rift then between yourself and 
Dublin? 

PM Major: There's no danger "°hateoovcr, 

Keporte�� A while eax-lier you sud that you wanted to bear 
from Sinn Fein whether or not the IRA's going to cease 
violence_in no circumstanc:ea, • Surely Martin McGuinnese has 
a1.ready ·said that·there'll be no violence in All 

.. ___ ,;,.ircumatances? ---
---- .. ----� 

-- . 
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PH NAjor: For.all time? t���ven't hoai:d him. eay_�ln �ll· 
circU111stances for ill time.•, If ·he had said ·,. .in ali -.,. 

-ci���s:f:ances tor ;tll tim�� he woUld have ma.de an. adv4nce. He
said ·.•in all circumstances.•. For how long? 'l'hi"s week, -next
week,�one."month� two.months, aix.l!IOnths? He didn't tell us.
I need t�.know-it's for good, t�at nothing will turn them off.­
it, that.noth�ng-wil:l� ch"g• ✓their mind, In dl c·ircumstances
for all time, That is what I need to hear. I'll take one
more, .; 

E,9porter: In tems of Sinn Fein•s entry into the talks
process, you say that once you're convince that the IRA have
r$llounee4 violence for 500d and.all that t _ clock then atar�
ticking.
(PM Maj91;c That':, ·correct.) Does that i: ar that in a way
that Sinn Fein have a veto or can elongate his whole process
or will it.keep going to a point in tima wi r• the other
p.u:ties present a package for the reforand\ ?

PM MQjor: I'm not trying to do anything other than co11111ence
progress at the earliest posaible date. fhe collllllencement of
the three-month period within which we can begin to have talks
about talk■ with Sinn Fein • the date at which that starts is
in Sinn Fein's h.ands. rf they are able to say for me tonigbt1
we have ended violence, not just for a short time, but in all
circumsta.ncea anc:l. for all time, then the clock can start
ticking before midnight. 'rhank you very 111Uch indeed,

ENO 

·----·-
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