Reference Code:

Creator(s):

An Chartlann Ndisiunta
National Archives

2021/96/6

Department of the Taoiseach

Accession Conditions: Open

Copyright:

National Archives, Ireland.
May only be reproduced with
the written permission of the
Director of the National
Archives.



TO: HQ FROM: HELPAST

;: ?@A\ NQ&QQ gzé FROM: A W il |
N = p

©NAI/TSCH/2021/96/6




———— &5 U 5a 11143

STATPNENZ 9T THR CRIXr SONTANLS. OIX SIOK ANNRSLET

I Join with the Secretary of Staté and the General Offiger
comanding in extrmdiag ny vely deepest &ympatly to Che
families of all those who have died. They have guftarad A
davastatipy arnd appalling loes and f£irst and foremoet cthas
moraing our thoughts and condolences are with thea at thie

carrible time.

You will underwtand that, am Chief Constable, I naturally
wish to refer persocnally to those members of the Royal
Ulster Censtatulary, my friends and collsagues, who Bve &0
cruelly perished. I say this of thaw: cthey wsre ro
ocdinary waa., They were extreosrdiaaty men. Individually
and collectivaly they gave bravae, cutastsndiag service to thae
loyal Uleter Constabulary, to thie community of RNorthern
Ixeland aed, by reascn of their special jcbe. ta the nation
am 3 wbola. Like all officers 4in the Reysl Ulater
Covstebulary they gave thameelves far, far boyand the <all
of duty and it was in the ocourse of performing thest duty
that they died sc tragically.
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Together :these officecrs bad cantributed more thas 246 years
of mervice to policing. 1a the course of that marvice they
made an ezormoyus contribution to Baving 1ifa, Protecting che
vbole commwity, and 84zYing tha cause of peace. Thie
Ccomnunity cwes them such a bugs, huge debt of gtatitude. On
behalf of the mys 1 thank all thoge People who have
errresaad their condolances to the families and to the RUC,
¥s are comforted by the fact that thig tragedy has evoked
such sympachy and suppart .
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T Join with the Secrstary of State and the Chief Comstadble ia
extending @y very deepest myvpathy tc the families of all thesa who
have dled. They have suffured s fevastating loss and firet and
foremoat our thoughts must be with them this morming.

OF couzte I wish to exprase qy admiratics for the ability, courage.
and the cutstanding secvice that all thass who died hava given to
rha commupity in Northern Izmlacd. Ny own officers were their close
colleagues, and 2ot oaly have thersslves oade an enprmoud and
iportaat coatributioca to countariog tsrroviss, buc aleo have ¢erved
with dietinction ja the Army ihroughout their careers in various
paste of the world. They would all vaac wa to be stsadzasgt inm our
Tesolve to continue to Bupport the RUT iz the protection af our
coxmunity hers in Morthern Treiand, and that we will do.

T would lika aléo to thtaak tha many people vho have expruessed their

condoleucaes to the familiea ol oy officers and to tha Afmy, which
gives us great strength.

PW/8073/10650
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This has been a dreedful and tragic event. A terxible accidernt
which hae left 29 people daad.

I first wish to expresa Xy dsepest condolencas to the tamilies of
those who have loat their lives. The individuals coacerned ware
very Aedicated pacple ecgaged in vital work in Nortbarn Ireland. T
also wish to expreau @y gratituda for the very maoy swsaages of
syrpathy we have received. X Tha Queen Nas saant the follewing
oeseage; -

I was deeply shockad to bear of the tragedy in Bcotlaod in
which wo wany died, My beartfolt sympathy soes to tle
tamilies acd canrades of the victims. They will indeed be
grievously missed.

The Prize Ministar has seot ms a perscmal massage in The rollawing
terxs; -

The loss of »0 many ocutstanding and dedicated pecple in the
hel{capter tragedy yesterday ovening is dread?ul) neww. I
waild like, througk you aad Malcols Ritkiod, tO express oy
sorroe and dsep @yspathy to their families. TReir griaE
will be ebared tlzvugh Nortbein Ireland and Great Britain,
and their losa will be heavily felt by all friends and
collaagues. '

‘trege Oofficers and officimls £rom the RUC, the Arwy, ths
RAP, the Noxtherxz Ireland Office and othey Depertsmnte vere
all, ig thair differwnt wwys, carryiog out work of vital
iuportance to Borthern Ireland., As I know frum meetings
duriog my vieirs to the Provieos, they mmde light of the
risks ia their daily livea. Their skill and dsterminatioc
A3d helped to save amny lives in Northern Ireland. They
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should be remesbeced wich pride ae pedple who weze workiog
to make the casaminity safev.

There can be'D0 bottor mesorial thaa foz othare e0 fallow
their example and to carry oa their fine work, as [ koow
they will,

The paswsagere of board the helicopter cumximed 10 senior m=mbders
of the RUT and 9 Acmy stuff officers of variocus ranks engaged on
counter-terroriew activities, together with 6 clviliac securiry
spacialists working in the NIO. TRe 4 RAP cxow menbard alaa
tragically died. They wexe on Zoute LO A couference ia Bcotleand
concerned with the Light agaiset terruzisa thrcughout thbe United
kibsdem. We olall ot be releasing the cames Gf all of thoee who
died tor reasws which I thiok will be obvioua.

Ttey were travelling in an RAP Chincok helicopter. sa aircrmft which
hes & 10ug-established reputaticn as a sate ead zecure deans of
transport, widely used in Mortberm Irelaad, The aircraft had
Teceatly uadergane refurbisiment and soderaisatica by Boelng. - Thare
ie# 20 evidence of aabotage. This use of a single helicopter
represented 1o Qopserturc frow steanGard practica. There will ba
thiree eeparate inguiries held into the accideat. Thesa will be
uadartaken by the AAIS (Alr Accidetits Iavestigation Branch) of the
DTR., tha Strathclyds Polico and the RAP oc behalf of the Ministzry of
Dafance, We shall of courme ba considericy carefully vbether theze
ére legsons to be learnt froe this tragilc sccideme.

I bave already referred to the grievais loss this accidant has
inflicted os the familiac. Tt has also besm a severa blow to our
afforts to caxdat texroriem but tha operational effects will
certainly de cvercawe: the work of these fine peovple will comtinue
as they vould bave visbed and iaodead ie cootinuing evsa now.
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