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? h:uh 1995

Attached is a oopy of a speech made by tha Hcc:oeu-y a! State,
S4r Patrick Mayhew QC MP, to a meeting in Wasdington today bosted
by US Secretazy of State, Nxr Warren Christapher.
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Prese statamant by Sacretary of State for Northarn Ireland: g
March 1995 : '

¥r Secretary, it is a delight to be in washington again, and to
neet with you oncae mors. I grsatly lock forwasrd to our
discuszions. Thank you for your gefnercus Words. Thay are deeply
appTeciatsd. Thank you too for America's staunch support for our
work O secura peace on propar principles of democracy, utierly

rejmoting violenca. |
Thank you ence Rore for America's ganerosity to the Intermational
Fund for Irsland - put to such good ard ¢losely focused use in
Ner¢hern ITreland. - . ;

As you have rightly said, the Joint rranework Docunsnt. is offered
by the Irial and British govertments tov the main sonstituticnal

partise in Northern 1Ireland as an aid to gurthsr talks and
nNegotiations. Ve have the cverall objective of a coumpredensive

settlenent besed on agrewment.

But agreamant in a4 deXocracy can only case when dJdamocraticslly
mandated partises sit down and talk togethsr gn_sqgual tarua.

That is what we ares wcrking for - with the outcome put to a
referendum in Northern Ireland.

In a dJdemcoracy, partiss will not sit down, aust not sit down,
with ancther party that implies that if it deesn't get its way,

it is prepared to condone a return to viclance.

Sinn rein undoubtedly dcss have a demecratic mandats in Northarn
Ireland, though a lot less than Mr Mume‘s natlonalist party, the
SDLYP.

But it 1s {nextricably linked with the Izisk Republican Army and
that Army :

r
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Not least, 1t i3 still seeking funds ts maintain its oparations,
and wstill carrying out, on a greater scale than before ¢the
cease-{izre, brutal punishment beatinygs in the community.

Why? -~ if peacs ls already permanent? The next essantial step,
as Yyou hxve already said, must be to begin ¢the process of
decormissioning azma, both IRA and Loyallst. Wa are abselutaly
clear that substantial progiess on thisz must be zade befors Sinn
Fein can ba admitted to substantive talks for sa overall

settledent. And without that progress, the reallty is that
cartain other parties would not sit down with thea.

Wa ars havever currently helding exploratory dialogue both with
them and the Loyalist parties asscciated with parsmilitaries, so
that_ each other's positions can be tassted out and Ddettar

understsod.

8inn Tein want uas to raise this dialogua to Ninisterial level.
In Jjudging the right tine wa have to be claar that Sinn Fein is
willing to address all ths necessary lssues and that progress has
been made in having a seriocus and substantive exploraticn of

them.

We would need ¢€o be clear that, if and whan ¢they *take part,

v - particularly in achieving substantial
PTogZess On the decommissioning of azrme - will be facilitated and
accaelersted by thelr joining the dialogus. We lcok to Sinn Fein
to provide the essurance that this is so.

rellowing that, we need to be clear, for example, that thsy will
jein in explaring the varicus modalities of decommissioning of
arms. This would include procedures faor verification, the nsed
for independeant asupervision of the destruction of arms, the
diffezent mathods of decomdissioning and ¢ertain practicel and

legal considerations.

So we shall be pressing to achieve thres things:

- A willingness in principle to disarm pregrassively: '

- A camon practical unde:standész of the mcdalitigs, that is
to say, viat decommissicning would actually antail:

- In order to test the practical arrangaments and to
demonstrate good Zaith, the actual decasmizsicning of eone
arms as a tangible confidence building measure and %o signal

the start of a process.
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That i8 hov Sinn Fein can remave thelr aelf impozed
diequaligication, and take their placs at the talks table where a
lasting settlemant can be nagotiated upon equal terms.

© NAI/TAOIS/2021/097/14

4




	2021_97_14
	Binder27.ocr.r
	TAOIS_2021_97_14_0031
	TAOIS_2021_97_14_0032
	TAOIS_2021_97_14_0033
	TAOIS_2021_97_14_0034


