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Cffice af the Press Secretary

Tor Tomsdiate Relezse March 17, 1995

KREMARXS EY THE PRESIDENT
AT SEAMROCK CEREMONY WITY FRIME MINISTER JOHN BRUTON

| The Rogsevelt Rsom
10:40 A.M. EST

! THE PRESIDENT: GCoud mozning. Please be seated. Happy
| St. Patwick's Day. It's a great pleasuxe for me e welcome the
! Prime Minister heze. This is the Tacisezach's first visit to the
United States since he assumed cffice. Sc on this St. Patriek's
Day, I think we should begio with an appropriate greeting -
Cezde mile failte -- z2 hundred thousand welcomes.

My, .Prime Minister, I thimk, in this symbelie ceremony,
you should go first. Se I want ¢ turn the microphone sver to
yor. ’

PRIME MINISTER BRUTON: Thank you very much. NMr.
President, Mx. Vice President, Secratary cf State, ladies aac
gentlemen: It's s wonderful henos for me te be received here as
the leader of an Irisk govermment of 2 countsy, Izeland, that's
mow at pazce; at peace after 25 years of vicience.

I want to say that you, Mz, Prasident, probably as much
2s any individual, have helped o bzing thart about. Whern you
leonk back on yorr administration, I think the bringing of peace
to Treland will rank as cae of your major persconal ackievements.

The willingness that you've shewn, Mr. President, ta take risks.
tc d¢ things zhat many eof us might kave thought wese foclhardy at
the time -= like granting a viza to Gerry Adams <= {t has bean
provenl %o be == you have been prover #¢ be right. Yeu made the
right deeision.

The results are thete for aill of s tc see,. Pecause you
gave that organizaticn the sense of confidence in itself, and a
glinpse of the political dividend that was there for them by
pursuing a peaceful rather thanh a viclext path. That wvista that
you opened uF to them by tdat decisieh enabled them, gave them
the confidence to end their campaiga and take a new road.

Others peed to sbhow similar cousage and generssity. And
I ¥now that the United States will be willing to play the same
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¢cxucial zole in deing a f£riend to all iam Ireland, and ercouraging
! all in Ireland te be generous risk-takers, as yeou have bsen, M=z.

: President, in ycur dealirngs with lreland since the commencemenrt -
of your administration.

My purpose in coming here todiy. on Saint Patriek's Day,
ig te thank you wvery, very muclh, frem the bhottom of my heart, for
what you have done, and to lesk forwazd to working with yor gne
youz aduinistration and, indeed, Cengress on a bipartisan basis
on bullding on tkiz, your great achievement.

TH= PRESIDENT: Thank you. {Applause.)

PRIME MINISTER BRUTON: Now, Mr, Fresident, it is my high
honor to present you scme shamreocks to celebrate this areat day.
{Applause.)

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. [Applause. ]

Thank you very much, M2, Prime Minpister fer the beautiful
gift, the beautiful Irish cryatal. I hope tkhe shamrocks will
bring us the luck of the Irish over the next faw monche.
{Laughter.)

Today, we dom't have t¢ leook much further tkan the green
ties and the dresses in this reom to be reminded of the bonds
betwzen the United Stetes and lreland: the common heritace we
share and have shared since the Degiming of sur country’s
existegnce. Much of Rmerica‘’s lova ¢f freedem has Irisk roots,
whethes gur ancestors were Cathclics o Protestants. Four
signers of the Declaratien of Indspendence were Born in Ireland.
At least nine more were of Irish descont. And many of oux

. bravest soldiers in the Revolutionary War were Irish Americans.

Today the= Irish aze still fightimg the good fight -- the
fight for peacs in lebanon and Somaliz and ‘:he Balkans. Irish
trcops uader U.N. ccmmand have braved gzeat dangers in the quest
for peace. Irsland has 215¢ gpened a schocl to train U.N.
peacekeepers from cther naticas s¢ thet we may all bene?®it from
Ireland's experience.

Ir.elaad bas demorstrated its coxxmitment to peace most
powszfully, of course, in the efforts €¢ end the viclence in
Northezrn Izeland. Q= this St. Patrick’s Day, as the Taoiseack
Said, Northern Ireland is cluser thar 3% any time in a generation
to 8 dust and lastirng settlement of the differences cf the people
whe share that small coumery's land.

AC tkis historic mozent, I salute Frime Minister Bruten
for his tireless efforts for peace and foz cocotinuing the work of
hig predecesscr, Prime Minister Reynolds, in completing the jaiat
framewozrk document for Northezn Irsland with the British Prize
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| Minister, Jehh Majer, who also desarves cur szlutes for the brave

’ risks that he has takenr to make peace. This is a landmark step
for all the pacties £o bring them together and forge a new
partmership for reconciligtieon.

Today I want to take this ompormumity, this S&. Patrick’'s
Day. once again 10 urge all the parties o lock cazefully ax the
framework, toc acgept it as the basis for moving. ferward. I call
en all those whe still sesert %o viclence to =nrd the beatings.,
the intimidgtions, the shootings. To thoss whe have laid down
their arms, I ask you now L0 take the next 5T2p arnd begin to
seziously discuss getting rid of these weapohs =o they <an nevesr
be used again, and vioclence will never again return to the land.

L SRS

1 weleome the statement by Sinn Fein, relteracing its
readiness to include the issue o©f weapons in the talks with the
British goverament. It must be inciuded, and progress must be
mase , -

A8 we have iz thae past, tha Upited States stands zeadyv {c
help those who are taking risks for peace. Our econcmic
imitiatives in Ireland are proceeding under the suparvision of
formexr Senator George Mitchall., Ia May we are hasting a Rhite
Youse canference on trade aad iavestment in Ireland. And there's
tremendous interast in this confarence frem our private sector.

Mz, Prime Minister, the United States will continue £o
support yeur efforts and those of Prime Minister Majocr. Yol have
done very much to Ering the prospect of a naw day to Nozthern
ireland.

I'®m also pleased to anrounce that beginniag April lst,
Irish citizens wisiting the United States on vacations er
business will nec longer require visas. This step is anctler
denonstraticn of our confidenice in the futtre of Irzeland and the
strong ties between our nzticvus.

I finglly want te¢ say thzt I am very much locoking forward
to cur recepsien tomight at the White EBeuse. I'm glad that you,
Mr, Prime Minister, and Mrs. Bruton will join us. And we're
geing to hawve = kigh old Irisk time. (Laughter.)

In clesing, lei me thaak the Secreta=y of State, and our
fine Ambassador to Ireland, Jean Xemnecy Smith., fer the werk they
bave done in supporting tke ¥White Heuse and the Presidezt in our
efforts te help you bring pezce, ’

Thank Yot all very mueh. ({Applause.)
M®. President, may I ask you, first of all, how

Q
you have rezeted to what appears to be the British governzsedt
s-itieism of your decisien te allew Mr. Adams te coxme into €his

21-MAR-95 TUE 13:33 %3 1 To05E VL gl 1
© NAI/TAOIS/2021/097/14




IS — 1IN i

@ } i
MAR-17~-1995 11:@3 , P.BS

”

4

ceuntry? And do you agree with those other Irish Americans who
Seem to believe that the British goverzment znd that John Majer
is being slow, %eo slow. ia allowing Ris ministers to talk to Mr.
&dams -~

TEE PRESICENT: Well, let me answer it in this way.
First of all, I have had a good relationship during my presideney
with Prime Minister Major. And the United States has had a very
unique aad pawerful relationshlp with Great Britaid fer a very

long time. We may differ frem(time te time about the specific
acticns that eack would take, hut our geal is the same. And I
think we all have to reccgnize! the zisks that Brime Minister
Major has taken for peac¢e in 'tTe cer®ext in which he mus¢

operate.

So I look forward te having a echance to visit with hiwm in
the nexkt couple of days about s, and I'z basicglly very
positive abocut it. And if youlre the President of the United
States, there are days when yok'ze gzatefvl for implied
eriticism. Most of it's expre?sed. {Laughter,)

Q Mr. Presicdent, you were asking for people whe
have guas and have usad them in Ireland to take the next stap.
How scon da you think that aexf. step might be taken by the IRA
and 3inn Fein? !

THEE PRESIDENT: Well, & krow that it coulda'? come seen
encugh for =me. And this wholae| Pusinsss abouib weapons
decommissioning is, obvieusly,| ¢ritical to the completion of the
process. And we here in the Uhited States heve reached out not
only o Sihn Feirn, But 2lsa tof the umicnists. The Prime Minister
has peinted thet out. The Vice President and my National
Security Advigor have, oz morel than one occasion, tried to
establishk contacts to make sure we were reachiing out toc everyocne
in Northern Ireland.

And the important thing to me is that we keep pushiag
this process and keep it guing in the right directicon. And I
have every ¢tnfidence that ; will cccur.

o} H:c Prasident,| Bracident ¥elrsin anncunced that

he's willing to eliminate military hardwazre from his V-~ parade
on May 9th in ¢rder to encourassa you te joizn ethers in Moseew to
caelebrate the $0th amniversary of the end of Worlad War I:. 1Is
that ensugh te encourage yeu to go to Moseaw, and will you
include a tripg to Iralang arfter that? (Langhier.!}

THE FRESIDENI: Wall. a2ppraciate what President Yeltsin
said today. And I expect €c ., =:aking 2 deeisien about zhat
. whole set of issues very shs 1ly. And wrem I do, Ifll anmeunce
it ]
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| g Is Chechnyva the stumbling black?
] What pressures can the U.S. admizistratien brifg

| on Sinn Fein, particularly iz regards to the decemmissiofing of
arms? And wag there a quid pro qguo in that area .for your
granting a visa te Gerry Adams to fund-raise in the United

States®

THE PRESITENT: UWell, certzinly, his prempt statement
about the williwgaess ef Sinn Fein te discuss asRs
decarmissiening had an influeace on my degisien. I think it's
impoztant that the Drited States take some steps alang the way,
as the Prime M{nigtes hae gaid, to keep this pzZocess going. When
octhers caka agrcpxiate steps, 1 thirnk it makeg it a lot easier
far us to do tke gape thing.

Thank you.
THZ PRESS: Thank you.
=
10:53 A.M. EST
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