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Tor Immediate Rclease ' Mar oA ELeas

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT Q.
AND PRIME MTNISTER BRUTOW
AT &T. PATRICK'S DAY RECEPTION

10:00 P.M. =37

THE PRESIDENT: Is the micrcphene on? Now it 1s.
Tasisesch and Mrs. Sruton, lct me say ogain, welcome To the
Youse. Ceade mile [allte. (Applause.)

Wwe have been breakiny out the green Ifor many years an L.
patrick's Lay, but this 1S truly an historic st. Patrick's Day.
vor the rirst time we have invited leaders of all the major
pelitical groups [rom Nerthern Ireland, and I am delighted that
so many are here “enight., (Applause.) Thosc who take risks for
peace are Aalways weleome under this roof. (Applause.)

Presideat Kennedy, with his mervelous Irish
undcrestatement, ance pointaed out -- and I guote =-- "The
obszrvance cf 3 parrick's Day is zalmosl &3 c.d in America &s
ehe Irich themselves. And some cay =hey arrived 1n cha ek
century." RActually, tae first recorded menLsin of 3t. Patrick in
America was in 36, when an lzish ahip bearing that name sailed
into == where eiss -- Boston Earper. (Appleuse.) It nowever,
did not receive a warm walcoma. “he Puritans wers nct well
disposed toward the Cathelics, but as history ¢hows, it was cnly
a temporary setoack as -- (laughter and applailse. )
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DeEing ‘the nevelutionary cenflict, George Washington even
valid his own compliment to the holiday in 1776. ©On March 17th.
he orcdered that the password of the day pe "Boston," and lhe
response, "St. patrick."” By the way, the colunieg' general 4t
that “ime was & Sulllivan.

n few months later, st least a dozen lrishmen signed Lhe
Declaration of Independence, and another Mr. Dunlap 13
philadelphia printed the peclaration for the firsi time. He &lso
lest the original ccpy- (Laughter.) But thatl setkack, tos, was
cemporary =-— (laughter) -- because £he Trish knew then how TO
rack winners. (Laughter.)
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The Irish first became o force in cur politics in the
1720s when they supper<ed Thunas Jefferson. To their zternal
credit, many cf iheir cdescendsnts have seen f£17 (c zack his
De“ocratic descendants im the yesrs since. (Appleuse.)
Taciseach, as y2u know, I am ci& oy mother's sicde Izizh -- har
name was Cassidy. Whar you may ¢t kaew was that the decisive
battle for the nomination for presicent in 138 in"I1llinois

and Michigan on St. Patrick's Day. (Applause.

It is said that Trelard's greatest expexs 1§ 115 pecrle
No country has benefited more from thal expors, Cat 1elic and
Frotestant, than the United Ststes. These two Lraditizone have
been intertwined, and together have centributed -rmgnsely () (o) Sg

success 23 a nation and to our greatness 2s g peoz.ige. Meora than

g dozen presidents descenced from izish ancestors -- from Andrew

Jeckson, the son ¢t ;mmigraﬁts srom rarrickfergus near 3elilast,

who was our first president of Irish rretestant neritage, To Joan

Kennedy, the great grandson c? A cQoper whn left County Wexificrd
lic

and was our first Irish Cathe rresident.

I migh% say we'rs honored te have his sister as our
Ambassador tc Ireland, and hie brether and two of his nephews in
The Uniled States Congress todazy. (Aprlause., They're now
seeXing to expand their stranglehold -- cne 2f his nieces is the
Lt. Governor c¢f Marvland. (Laughter and spclause.) The next
thing veou know they'Zl insist on & peoeition on every <iry counci
in America. (Laughter.) They havc enough relatives t~ S L

thai . (Laughter.)

In the [ight fcr our independence, and in the Iight %o
Rreserve our urio:rn, tliere were Irishmen Irom zZotn traditions

serving side by silde in all-Irish units. In Soth wars they were
among the most feared warriors., They put Ireedom cver taction,

and they helped te build ocur nation.

Finley Peter Zunne, the great Irish Amerizan humorist,
wrote that a fanalic ia someone who is sure God would be on his
gide if only He knew all the facls. (Laughter.; Today, with

good humox, but complete sericusness, I urge all our guests from
Northerr ireland and all the parties concerned to put aside all

extremism for %Lhe common gond of peace. (Appiause.)

The Prime Minister af Ireland and the Prime Minister of
Great Britain, at no incensiderable risk <o themselves, have
paved the way to a new era of peace. I urge all of you to follow
that evath. The tough tasks of compreomise 5till lie z2heac. The
hard, unzsnding work of dempcracy is never easy. =Zven here, after
all theswe years, twe centurizs of it, we still have our
difficulties from time to time, living with these who differ from
us. But as you work tc forge a new future, free of viclence,
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America Nhas recelved sc many gifez from Ireland -- €90
many Tecple who have enriched our nation; people WRo conTinle TO
come teo the present dav. We perlaps nmave many TO give bacx.
Somc  are parhaps financial in nature, but maybe the most
important thing we could give tc Ireland, and indeed, 0 2 very
-rcupled world teday, is Tae exampLe 0f what is possible when
people find unity and strength in Lhelr diversity. (Applause.!

We know from ¢ur own Lard experience, fron -he bloca W&
have shed on our own land, [rom the strugyles we have been
engaged in tcr a long rime, and the joys we draw every day Zrom
the imereasing diversity of our penple, thal strength can be
drawn fzom diffcrences —- GLIZSISTCRX which are celezrated,
respected, appreciated. That rind of strengeh can bulld a funure
worthy of all the pcople of Nor=hern Irelznd.

Tonigh%, cur hopes &nd CLr prayers are with akl the
people of Treland, and especially wWith veou, Mr. Prime Minister,
and with your fine wifc end your family. We loved haviinyg youn
here. We love every St. Darrieck's Day, but this one especially.
we will remember abcve Lthe Iest. Thank vou. Gadspeezd.
{Laughter.:

PRIME MINISTER BRUTON: Mr. oresiden<s, Mrs. Clintaon,
ladizs and gentlemen: It really is a prcud momant o pe here on
St. Partrick's Day representing the government of a country <hat
now, thanks abcove all tTo you, Mr. President, and indeed, of
apurse, Lo many others, is now a2t peace. iApplause. !

Anc, &8 if to celebrate this wonmaerzui happiness that we
“gel, there's been marvelous sunehine herc in washirghon today.
Some might say that we brought i¢ fvom Irciznd -- I have To tell
vyou that's nat Plo  EEEEe (Laughter.)

Thigs is a family day; we celebrate =he great Izish
family. A&nd my wifs, rinela, was in touch with our children at
rome in Treland teo see how they got oh on 3t. Patrick's Day. And
they, of course, were &t «he parade in Ashford, a3 it happens.
But they told us that they could nardly get out of the car
pecauge of the nail stones that were £aliing. (Laughter.) So.
obviously all of the sunlight has come over TO Washington.

1 want +o say that this is a celepbration ¢f the great
Irish family througheuh the world., There are 70 million pcocele
of Irisn extraction in different parts of tne werid. But I think
there's nowhere in the world that Irish people feel a greater
sensce of celehration and elation on St. Patrick's Day than they
do nere in the United States, where there zre 40 million people
who 3ustly elaim Trish ancestrv. (Applause.)
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This United Stat 2s hezen wvery, very gnoc tz the Trish.

Iriszh pennWe came here in t:» LRSLesE” of pocr Concition.. iy
they've keen ablie t0 prosper to the peint that now, T think,
theres are more peorle of Irish extracztion in the boarsdrocms of
American companiwes than fthere are cf any other cthnic greug.

And, indeed, I suppose —— we're nheading oIf tTomorrow,
Finela and I and ¢ur zarty, to the city of the First Ladyv, to

Chicago. And we're certainly looking forward to that. But we'rs

going frem there o = place callied Testus, Missouri.

PRIME “.NISTFR BRUTON: Fesbtus, Missouri. (Laughicer.:
The reason we're going there is that my Jreat granc-uncle left
home to go Lo Festus. e went via Czalifornie, New Yerk, and 2
thirmk -= I'm neot quite sure where ecisa -- Iowa. es. But he
finally ended his career in rFestus, Misscuri.

And his story, his Llife sLmry ls sor+ ol an example of

the story of 30 many millions ef Irish people across the Atlantic
to this wonderful country. He started wff working in California
45 & common laborer. That is what he put down in his kiogrambhy.

And he finally ended nis carger in Festus, Missouri, &s a very
sutcessful busineszsman. He fcunded 2 »anlk, #nd ke even had the

courayge to go inte pox;t;:s. (Laughter.) And some say chat in
fact one of the ways he mads money was by selling miiies =e tolh
sides ' in Lne American Civil War. ({Lauvghhar.,) =c hm showed
flexikilil {Laughter.! I don't know how much . have suczeacsded
i inherlt;ng that charageeristic Zrom him, &r not, hut there
will ke varicvus versions cf thet. ({Laughtar.)

I wan" to say how nuch we in Ireland particularly
apnreciate the le that you have playez persona.ly, MNr,
President, in b'¢ 1ging peace te our country, (Arplause.)
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Anybody who lives in Ireland can tell you hew much of
difference This ncow makes te us. Teople are free ta travel.
There are, 7 think il's thiree cor fecur times 25 many peorle

traveling from Cublin up tu Belfast to do shopping, te make

ccn*act with people with whom they'd lost contact perhans aver
the last 25 years. Thera's been a whole weight lifted cff cur
shoulders. We're a happy land now, thanks to the stand and the
courage That yvou and vour ceclleagues have shown, Mr. President.
(Applauvse.)

And yeu, in deing Luis es the leader of the world's

greatest demccracy, are simply Zollowing in the stand £cr deczancy

that the United $Lates has tzken on so many ¢ccasiens in the

history of this world in recent times. And we speak here on the

50th anniversary of the end of the second world war -- 2 war

where the United States had the courage to stand against tvranny
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and win. We're 21l the better for thzazt. But we zlso stand,
looking back on 50 vears of peace. Comparative peace, at least,
since the end of that war. And, ayain, the courage ol zhe United
States has been the key facftor in preserving the peace i ths
world ocver that 30-yeAr periwd.

I want to thank you again, Mr. President, Zor the
tremendous geod that yvou've done for our country. Ang I hspe
that very soon -- this vear or next -- it will be vossikle for
you to come tec Ireland -=- North and South. (Applause.) And may
I formally invite ycu to to do s¢ -~ and, indeed, to bring, I
hope, ycur wife and your daughtez, so that your family can
receive in person thc thanks of the great Irish family for all
thal you have done for us. (Applause.)
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